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Aircraft carrier skipper who fled Iran as a child set for possible deployment to region 


By Brock Vergakis 

The Virginian-Pilot (Norfolk, Va.) 

NORFOLK, Va. — The new skip¬ 
per of one of America’s aircraft car¬ 
riers fled Iran as a child. 

Now, he’s preparing for a deploy¬ 
ment that could take him back to 
the region at a time of heightened 
tensions between the two nations 
that helped mold him into who he is 
today. 



Hakimzadeh 


Capt. Kavon Hakimzadeh took 
command of the USS Harry S. Tru¬ 
man in July, achieving a goal he set 
for himself 30 years ago after he first 
laid eyes on an aircraft carrier in Nor¬ 
folk. Back then, he was a young sailor 
who’d joined the Navy straight out of 
high school to serve a country he had 
only lived in for about a decade. 

His journey from Tehran to en¬ 
listed sailor to an officer in command 
of the ultimate symbol of American 


seapower is a story that he believes 
serves as a testament to the opportu¬ 
nities the United States provides. 

Hakimzadeh was born in Texas to 
an American mother and an Iranian 
father, but moved to Iran when he was 
still a baby. He fondly remembers his 
childhood there during the 1970s. 

He attended an international school 
where they spoke Farsi and English, 
kept the faith of his Southern Baptist 
mom and had uncles and cousins who 


lived nearby. At the time, Iran was 
pro-American and embraced many 
aspects of Western culture. 

It was, as Hakimzadeh says, an 
“idyllic” childhood. 

But that quickly changed during 
the Islamic Revolution in 1979. 

He and his family were forced to 
flee to America when he was 11, his 
sister was 9 and his mother was seven 
months pregnant. They were rushed 
SEE IRAN ON PAGE 6 
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White-hat hackers find vulnerabilities in F-15 



U.S. Air Force 


At the Air Force's request, a team of highly vetted hackers this 
month successfully sabotaged a vital flight system for the F-15. 


By Joseph Marks 

The Washington Post 

LAS VEGAS — In a Cosmo¬ 
politan hotel suite 16 stories 
above the Def Con cybersecurity 
conference this weekend, a team 
of highly vetted hackers tried to 
sabotage a vital flight system for 
a U.S. military fighter jet. And 
they succeeded. 

It was the first time outside re¬ 
searchers were allowed physical 
access to the critical F-15 system 
to search for weaknesses. And 
after two long days, the seven 
hackers found a mother lode of 
vulnerabilities that — if exploited 
in real life — could have com¬ 
pletely shut down the Trusted 
Aircraft Information Download 
Station, which collects reams of 
data from video cameras and sen¬ 
sors while the jet is in flight. 

They even found bugs that the 
Air Force had tried but failed to 
fix after the same group of hack¬ 
ers performed similar tests in No¬ 
vember without actually touching 
the device. 

“They were able to get back 
in through the back doors they 


Clarification 


Because of a technical 
problem, NATO Resolute 
Support and Train Advise 
Assist Command-Air offi¬ 
cials did not receive Stars 
and Stripes’ emailed re¬ 
quest for comment for an 
Aug. 14 story on why Af¬ 
ghan forces hadn’t been 
provided airdrop training. 
NATO did not comment 
further Wednesday. 


already knew were open,” Will 
Roper, the Air Force’s top acqui¬ 
sition official, told me in an exclu¬ 
sive briefing of the results. 

The hackers lobbed a variety 
of attacks — including injecting 
the system with malware and 
even going at it with pliers and 
screwdrivers. 

The hackers briefed Roper on 
the findings on Saturday after¬ 
noon. He was surrounded by dis¬ 
carded pizza boxes, iced coffee 
drinks — and the hotel’s drinking 
glasses filled with screws, nuts 
and bolts removed from five fully 
dismantled TADS devices, which 
run about $20,000 a pop. 

He’d expected the results to be 
about this bad, Roper told me on a 
private tour of the hacking event. 
He pinned the weaknesses on de¬ 
cades of neglect of cybersecurity 
as a key issue in developing its 
products, as the Air Force priori¬ 
tized time, cost and efficiency. 

He’s trying to turn that around. 


and is hopeful about the results of 
the U.S. government’s newfound 
openness to ethical hackers. He’d 
come straight from Def Con’s 
first-ever Aviation Village, which 
the Air Force helped establish, 
and was wearing a gray T-shirt 
with the words “No, Mr. Bond, I 
expect you to hack,” emblazoned 
on the front — a riff on a classic 
line from the 1964 James Bond 
film “Goldfinger.” 

This is a drastic change from 
previous years, when the mili¬ 
tary would not allow hackers to 
try to search for vulnerabilities in 
extremely sensitive equipment, 
let alone take a literal whack at 
it. But the Air Force is convinced 
that unless it allows America’s 
best hackers to search out all 
the digital vulnerabilities in its 
planes and weapons systems, 
then the best hackers from adver¬ 
saries such as Russia, Iran and 
North Korea will find and exploit 
those vulnerabilities first, Roper 


told me. 

“There are millions of lines of 
code that are in all of our aircraft 
and if there’s one of them that’s 
flawed, then a country that can’t 
build a fighter to shoot down that 
aircraft might take it out with just 
a few keystrokes,” he said. 

Roper wants to put his military 
hardware where his mouth is. 

During next year’s Def Con 
conference, he wants to bring 
vetted hackers to Nellis or Creech 
Air Force bases near Las Vegas 
where they can probe for bugs 
on every digital system in a mili¬ 
tary plane, including for ways 
that bugs in one system can allow 
hackers to exploit other systems 
until they’ve gained effective 
control of the entire plane. 

He also wants to open up the 
ground control system for an 
operational military satellite for 
hacker testing, he said. 

“We want to bring this commu¬ 
nity to bear on real weapons sys¬ 
tems and real airplanes,” Roper 
told me. “And if they have vulner¬ 
abilities, it would be best to find 
them before we go into conflict.” 

The seven hackers probing the 
TADS devices were all brought to 
Vegas by the cybersecurity com¬ 
pany Synack, which sells the Pen¬ 
tagon third-party vulnerability 
testing services, under a contract 
with the Defense Digital Service, 
a team of mostly private-sector 
technology stars who try to solve 
some of the Pentagon’s thorni¬ 
est technology problems during 
short-term tours. 

The Defense Digital Service 
started by organizing large-scale 
hacking competitions in 2016, 
with names such as “Hack the 
Pentagon” and, eventually, “Hack 
the Air Force.” 

These were open to almost 


anybody — but included only 
public-facing hacking targets 
such as military service websites 
and apps. Shortly after, they also 
began opening more sensitive 
systems to a smaller number of 
vetted hackers who sign nondis¬ 
closure agreements. 

DDS has run about a dozen 
of those more sensitive hacking 
competitions so far, but this is 
the first time it has offered up the 
same system for hacking twice, 
said Brett Goldstein, DDS’ direc¬ 
tor, who earned a reputation in 
technology as Open Table’s IT 
director and chief data officer for 
the city of Chicago. 

“That’s important because se¬ 
curity is a continuous process,” 
he told me. “You can’t do an ex¬ 
ercise and say, ‘Oh, we found ev¬ 
erything’ and check the box. You 
need to constantly go back and 
reevaluate.” 

They also allowed the hackers 
to simulate a cyberattack from 
adversaries that had infiltrated 
the vast network of suppliers that 
make TADS components and had 
sophisticated knowledge about 
how to compromise those ele¬ 
ments. They could also advise the 
Air Force about flaws in how the 
TADS hardware was built that 
make it more susceptible to digi¬ 
tal attacks. 

Moving forward, Roper told 
me, he wants to start using that 
knowledge to mandate that Air 
Force vendors build better soft¬ 
ware and hardware security 
controls into their planes and 
weapons systems upfront so the 
Air Force doesn’t have to do so 
much cybersecurity work on the 
back end. 
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Most grounded C-130s return to service 



Joe Harwood/U.S. Air National Guard 


The Air Force ordered some models of the C-130 Hercules grounded Aug. 7 after maintainers found unusual cracks in wing joints last 
week. So far, 91 of 123 of the aircraft returned to service following inspections. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force has resumed flights of 
almost three-quarters of the 
transport planes that the service 
grounded last week after main¬ 
tainers discovered unusual cracks 
in the wing joints of an Air Na¬ 
tional Guard C-130 Hercules air¬ 
craft, an Air Mobility Command 
spokeswoman said Wednesday. 

Ninety-one of the 123 Air Force 
C-130 H- and J-model aircraft 
grounded for inspections were 
returned to service by Tuesday 
following thorough examinations 
of those aircraft, said Rose Riley, 
the spokeswoman for the com¬ 
mand, which provides logistics, 
transport and air refueling for 
the military. 

So far, one C-130 was found to 
have a similar crack during the 
inspections “and appropriate 
measures are being taken to ad¬ 
dress and repair it,” Riley said. 
The Air Force had previously 
said any aircraft found to have 
the atypical cracks would be sent 
to an Air Force depot for refitting 
of the joints. 

The Air Force still had 31 air¬ 
craft waiting to be inspected as 
of Wednesday. Those inspections, 
which take about eight hours 
each, are being conducted at the 
locations where the C-130s were 


when Air Force Gen. Maryanne 
Miller, the AMC chief, ordered 
the grounding Aug. 7. 

Riley said the stand down has 
had minimal, if any, impacts on 
overseas operations in areas such 
as Iraq or Afghanistan. 

“The Air Force prioritized re¬ 
pairs to aircraft supporting over¬ 
seas contingency operations to 
eliminate any potential impacts,” 
she wrote in an email. “Tremen¬ 


dous progress is being made to 
inspect all remaining affected 
aircraft and we continue to safely 
support operations around the 
world.” 

Miller ordered the stand down 
after a maintenance crew at Rob¬ 
ins Air Force Base in Georgia dis¬ 
covered the cracks on the lower 
center wing joint — known as a 
rainbow fitting — during depot 
maintenance of an Air National 


Guard C-130H. The upper and 
lower rainbow fittings connect 
the outer wings with the center 
wing box, which sits over the fu¬ 
selage on a C-130. 

The stand down included 
roughly 25% of the service’s about 
450 C-130 aircraft. Miller’s order 
called for all H- and J-model C- 
130s to be inspected if they had 
not yet received upgraded center 
wing boxes and had flown at least 


15,000 hours, according to AMC. 

The Air Force began replacing 
center wing boxes on its C-130s 
in 2006 after maintainers discov¬ 
ered cracks were occurring in the 
part earlier than expected. That 
program was intended to ensure 
the service’s C-130 fleet could fly 
through at least 2030, according 
to the Air Force. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Families receive posthumous awards 
for soldiers killed in 2017 Niger ambush 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

The family of a Green Beret 
killed in an October 2017 am¬ 
bush in Niger is being presented 
the military’s third-highest valor 
award Wednesday, one of three 
posthumous awards presented in 
recent days to families of those 
slain in the attack. 

The Silver Star medal recog¬ 
nizes Staff Sgt. Dustin Wright, 29, 
of Lyons, Ga., for valorous actions 
on Oct. 4,2017, the Army said in a 
statement Tuesday. 

The head of 1st Special Forces 
Command (Airborne), Mqj. Gen. 
John Deedrick, will present the 
medal in a public ceremony at 
a community center in Santa 
Claus, Ga., a town about 80 miles 
west of Savannah’s Hunter Army 
Airfield. 

Wright, along with Staff Sgt. 
Bryan C. Black, 35, Staff Sgt. Jer¬ 
emiah W. Johnson, 39, and Sgt. 
La David Johnson, 25, all with 
3rd Special Forces Group, were 
killed outside the rural village of 
Tongo Tongo near Niger’s border 
with Mali. 

Their team of some 40 Green 
Berets and support soldiers had 
been headed back to base fol¬ 
lowing a mission with Nigerien 
troops to find a local Islamic State 
leader when they were ambushed 
by more than 100 fighters. 

Earlier this year, the Pentagon 
announced that they would award 


nine valor medals for heroic ac¬ 
tions undertaken during the six- 
hour firefight, in which two other 
U.S. soldiers were wounded and 
four Nigeriens killed. 

Jeremiah Johnson, of Spring- 
boro, Ohio, who was posthumous¬ 
ly promoted to sergeant first class, 
had the Bronze Star with valor 
presented to his family Saturday. 
Black, 35, of Puyallup, Wash., had 
the Bronze Star with valor given 
to his family Tuesday. 

La David Johnson, of Miami 
Gardens, Fla., would also be 
awarded the Silver Star, the mili¬ 
tary said in June. 

The other awards include Sil¬ 
ver Stars for two unnamed team 
members, a Bronze Star with 
valor, an Army Commendation 
Medal with valor and the Army 
Commendation Medal with “C” 
device for combat, the Pentagon 
has said. 

The Special Forces team 
“served gallantly under fire,” 
Owen West, assistant secretary 
of defense for special operations 
and low-intensity conflict, told re¬ 
porters at the Pentagon in June. 

If not for the courageous ac¬ 
tions by several of them, “ad¬ 
ditional loss of life likely would 
have occurred,” he said. 

News of the attack — the dead¬ 
liest combat incident for U.S. 
forces in Africa since the 1993 
downing of a Black Hawk he¬ 
licopter in Somalia — brought 
scrutiny on special operations 


missions in Africa. It led officials 
to order changes to reduce risk to 
American troops and better pre¬ 
pare them for operations. 

The military’s response to the 
incident raised further questions 
after a long investigation resulted 
in reprimands for mostly junior 
and midgrade officers and en¬ 
listed personnel, while only one 
general officer was punished. 
Another review, completed this 
spring, brought no additional dis¬ 
ciplinary actions. 

Military officials have said 
mistakes were made in the mis¬ 
sion’s planning and approval, and 
they have blamed tactical confu¬ 
sion and a failure to rehearse the 
operation as factors contributing 
to its deadly outcome. But some 
family members have criticized 
the military’s findings and com¬ 
plained to the media of the long 
wait for answers. 

The ceremony for Jeremiah 
Johnson’s family at the Capitol 
Theatre in Greeneville, Tenn., 
seemed to bring some closure, 
though the soldier’s father told 
local news channel WJHL that it 
was a difficult event. 

“It’s difficult in the sense that 
it’s been a very long period of 
time since Jeremiah’s death,” 
J.W. Johnson said. “I think it ac¬ 
complishes the end of a lot of 
chapters. We really feel and un¬ 
derstand what he did and how he 
lived and how he died.” 

The ceremony was “incredibly 



Army Sgt. Dustin Wright 


moving,” said Capt. Rick Dick¬ 
son, a 3rd Special Forces Group 
spokesman, on Twitter. 

“We are forever indebted to his 
sacrifice,” Dickson said of the sol¬ 
dier, who was a married father of 
two daughters. 

Black’s wife, two sons, father, 
mother and brother gathered at 
Fort Bragg, N.C., for his award 
presentation on Tuesday, the Fay¬ 
etteville Observer reported. 

“It is very nice today to see that 
the Army is recognizing some of 
the soldiers for some of the things 
they did,” his father Hank Black 
said. 

It isn’t just families who are 
grieving the losses, the soldier’s 
wife, Michelle Black, told the 
newspaper. “It’s also the men who 
return. I mean, they lost their 
friends,” she said. “I think them 
having us, and us having them, 
that’s important for all of us.” 

The Wright family invited the 
public to attend Wednesday’s Sil¬ 
ver Star presentation ceremony, 
which was scheduled to begin at 
2 p.m., the Army said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


Pence aide named 
DOD press secretary 

Alyssa Farah is leaving her job 
as Vice President Mike Pence’s 
spokeswoman at the end of the 
month and will join the Defense 
Department as press secretary, 
starting in September. 

Farah began her tenure at the 
White House almost two years 
ago, as Pence’s press secretary, 
and for the past six months held 
that post while also serving as his 
communications director. Dur¬ 
ing her time in Pence’s office, she 
also served as a senior adviser, ac¬ 
companying the vice president on 
both foreign and domestic trips. 

Farah, 30, previously worked 
as the spokeswoman for the con¬ 
servative House Freedom Caucus 
and before that as communica¬ 
tions director for Rep. Mark 
Meadows, R-N.C. 

The Pentagon, like many other 
parts of the Trump administra¬ 
tion, has had an uneasy relation¬ 
ship with the media. Far fewer 
news briefings have been held 
than during previous adminis¬ 
trations, in what journalists and 
former officials have described 
as a decline in transparency and 
public engagement when there 
has been confusion at times over 
President Donald Trump’s ap¬ 
proach to the U.S. military’s role 
in the world. 

In Pence’s office, Farah had a 
reputation as a professional who 
generally had a good working re¬ 
lationship with the White House 
press corps. 

From The Washington Post 
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Hospital corpsman found not guilty of sexual assault 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A 
hospital corpsman accused of sexually as¬ 
saulting a fellow sailor was found not guilty 
by a jury of seven men and one woman on 
Wednesday. 

Petty Officer 3rd Class Glenn Washing¬ 
ton, assigned to Naval Dental Center Oki¬ 
nawa, was acquitted of sexual assault with 
bodily harm after admitting to investiga¬ 
tors he had sex with a fellow sailor at his 
capsule hotel after a night of drinking in 
Tokyo’s Shibuya ward while on leave. 

Jurors deliberated for three hours after 
the three-day trial in Yokosuka. 

In a hotel surveillance video shown to 
jurors Tuesday, Washington was seen pull¬ 
ing the woman by her wrist to his capsule 
in the early morning hours of Nov. 3, 2018. 
The woman was stumbling, bumping into 
walls and moaning, “Oh God,” “I can’t” 
and “It’s too far.” She also called him by 
the wrong name. 


The woman told investigators she did 
not remember going back to Washington’s 
hotel or having sex with him, according to 
prosecutors. In another video recorded 
outside the capsule, which is about 4 feet 
wide and has a collapsible screen instead 
of a door, Washington was seen taking off 
the woman’s boots and pants after she got 
into bed. Washington then got in with her 
and closed the screen. 

A groan was later heard coming from 
the pod, followed by sounds of the woman 
crying and vomiting. 

“I don’t wanna,” the woman said in the 
video. “Don’t touch me.” 

After about 30 minutes, Washington left 
the capsule, shirtless with his pants un¬ 
done, walked to the bathroom and returned 
to comb his hair. He then put his shirt back 
on and sprayed on cologne before closing 
the screen. 

Washington said he returned to a 
Shibuya nightclub where his friends were 
dancing, according to a recording of his 
interrogation. 


“He left her in a puddle of her own vomit,” 
prosecutor Navy Lt. Leah Fontenot said 
during closing arguments Wednesday. 

Several hours later, the woman exited 
the capsule wearing only a sweater, made 
her way to the bathroom and had trouble 
finding her way back, according to surveil¬ 
lance video. 

Defense attorney Cmdr. Jeffrey Harden 
argued prosecutors failed to prove that the 
sex was not consensual. 

Washington’s friends who were with 
them in a nightclub earlier that night tes¬ 
tified that before Washington took the 
woman back to his hotel, she had licked 
the zipper of his pants and touched his belt 
while dancing in front of him with another 
sailor. 

A friend of the woman testified Tuesday 
he had seen similar interactions between 
the two at a party six weeks prior, after 
which Washington and the woman alleg¬ 
edly had consensual sex. 

Harden said in closing arguments 
Wednesday that “mistake of fact” is a de¬ 


fense. That means, if the jury finds that 
Washington believed at the time that the 
woman consented — whether she did or 
not—jurors could acquit him. 

Harden said the events of the night led 
Washington to believe she wanted to have 
sex. 

“What’s going on in his mind is, ‘She 
wants to have sex with me,’ ” Harden said 
in his closing arguments. 

The defense called Army Col. Harshall 
Smith, a forensic psychiatrist based at Fort 
Sam Houston in Texas, to testify about the 
ability to make decisions while intoxicated. 
Smith, who wrote the book, “Sex While In¬ 
toxicated: Crime or Not,” said even when 
people are in a blackout state, they can 
consent to behavior such as sex and have 
no memory of it hours later. 

“Regret is not rape. This was consen¬ 
sual,” Harden said in closing arguments. 
“...Just because she doesn’t remember 
doesn’t mean she didn’t consent.” 


doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter; @CaitlinDoornbos 


Russian TV: Fighter stopped NATO jet nearing defense minister’s plane 


Associated Press 

HOSCOW — A Russian fighter 
jet warded off a NATO military 
aircraft that approached a pas¬ 
senger plane carrying Russia’s 
defense minister Tuesday, ac¬ 


cording to media reports in 
Russia. 

State-owned news channel 
Rossiya 24 broadcast a video of 
the in-flight encounter over the 
Baltic Sea shortly after Defense 


Hinister Sergei Shoigu returned 
to Hoscow from a visit to Russia’s 
westernmost Baltic exclave of 
Kaliningrad. 

The footage showed a Russian 
Su-27 maneuvering to drive off 


an F/A-18 fighter that flew close 
to the minister’s plane. 

Russian news agencies carried 
a NATO statement saying war¬ 
planes of the Western military 
alliance moved to identify a Rus¬ 


sian aircraft over the Baltic Sea 
without knowing Shoigu was on 
it. A similar incident occurred in 
2017, when a Polish F-16 fighter 
approached Shoigu’s plane over 
the Baltic Sea. 
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Syrian army 
closing in on 
rebel-held town 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Syrian government forces cap¬ 
tured five villages in the country’s northwest early 
Wednesday, inching closer to a m^jor rebel-con¬ 
trolled town that was the scene of a deadly 2017 
chemical weapons attack and forcing thousands to 
flee their homes to a safer area farther north, oppo¬ 
sition activists and state media reported. 

Opposition activists also reported that a Syrian 
warplane was shot down by rebels in the area, add¬ 
ing that the fate of the pilot was not immediately 
clear. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights, a war monitor, said the warplane 
was shot down on the southern edge of Idlib prov¬ 
ince. Activist Taher al-Omar, who has close links 
with militants, said it was a Russian-made SU-22. 

The capture of the five villages—Tel Aas, Khirbet 
Morshed, Kfar Eyn, Um Zeitoun and Mantar—puts 
Syrian troops about 3 miles west of Khan Sheik- 
houn, one of the largest and most populated towns 
on the southern edge of Idlib province, which is the 
last remaining rebel stronghold in the country. 

Khan Sheikhoun is a stronghold of al-Qaida-linked 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the most powerful group in 
the rebel-held areas. The town was the scene of a 
chemical attack on April 4, 2017, that killed 89 
people. 

At the time, the United States, Britain and France 
pointed a finger at the Syrian government, saying 



SANA/AP 


Syrian army soldiers flash the victory sign as they 
stand on a tank Tuesday in northwestern Syria. 
Syrian government forces captured five villages in 
the country's northwest early Wednesday. 

their experts had found that nerve agents were used 
in the attack. Days later, the US. fired 59 US. Tom¬ 
ahawk missiles at the Shayrat Air Base in central 
Syria, saying the attack on Khan Sheikhoun was 
launched from the base. 

Syrian troops have been on the offensive against 
rebel strongholds in the north of Hama province 
and the southern districts of Idlib since April 30. 

The three-month campaign of airstrikes and 
shelling has killed more than 2,000 people on both 
sides and displaced some 400,000. In recent days, 
troops have intensified their offensive, capturing 
the town of Habeet on Sunday. 

The aim of the latest government push appears to 
be to surround several towns and villages in rebel- 
held Hama, including the towns of Kfar Zeita and 
Latamneh, as well as to reach Khan Sheikhoun in 
Idlib. 


Gibraltar says no plan to 
release Iranian tanker 


Associated Press 

MADRID — A senior official in 
Gibraltar is denying reports that 
an Iranian tanker seized near 
the British overseas territory is 
poised to be released. 

The official said a report by 
Iran’s semi-official Ears news 
agency that the Grace 1 tanker 
was to leave Tuesday night were 
“untrue.” 

He spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity in line with government 
rules. 

The tanker was seized last 
month in a British Royal Navy 
operation off Gibraltar, on the tip 


of southern Spain. 

It is suspected of violating Eu¬ 
ropean Union sanctions on oil 
shipments to Syria, and its sei¬ 
zure deepened international ten¬ 
sions in the Persian Gulf 

Britain has said it would re¬ 
lease the vessel, which was car¬ 
rying more than 2 million barrels 
of Iranian crude, if Iran could 
prove it was not breaching EU 
sanctions. 

The Gibraltar government says 
it is seeking to “de-escalate” the 
situation over the Grace 1. 

The Gibraltar Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hold a hearing on 
the case on Thursday. 


Contractor sentenced to 
life for Iraq shootings 

WASHINGTON — A federal 
judge has sentenced a former 
Blackwater security contractor 
to life in prison for his role in the 
2007 shooting of unarmed civil¬ 
ians in Iraq. 

Judge Royce Lamberth issued 
the sentence Wednesday after 
friends and relatives requested 
leniency for Nicholas Slatten, who 
was found guilty of first-degree 
murder by a jury in December. 


Prosecutors charged that Slat- 
ten was the first to fire shots in 
the September 2007 massacre of 
Iraqi civilians at a crowded traf¬ 
fic circle in Baghdad. 

In all, 10 men, two women and 
two boys, ages 9 and 11, were 
killed. 

The defense had argued that 
Slatten and other Blackwater 
contractors opened fire only after 
they saw what they mistakenly 
thought was a potential suicide 
car bomber moving quickly to¬ 
ward their convoy. 

From The Associated Press 
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Warthogs have 
wings replaced 

Upgrade may keep A-lOs flying into 2030s 



Alex R. Lloyd/U.S. Air Force 


Dale Benoit, 576th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, on July 3 inspects newly applied paint on an ArlO 
Thunderbolt II wing at Hill Air Force Base, Utah. The aircraft was the last of 173 A-lOs to receive new 
wings under the Enhanced Wing Assembly program. 


By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force finished install¬ 
ing new wings on all of its A-10 
Thunderbolt II attack aircraft, 
which are expected to fly into the 
2030s, the service said. 

Airmen at the Ogden Air Lo¬ 
gistics Complex on Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah, finished the Enhanced 
Wing Assembly replacement pro¬ 
gram, an eight-year project, in¬ 
stalling new wings on 162 of the 
173 aircraft. The remaining 11 
wing sets were installed at Osan 
Air Base, South Korea. 

The wings should last for ap¬ 
proximately 10,000 flight hours 
without m^jor inspection and 
were fitted with better wiring 


harnesses, an Air Force state¬ 
ment said Monday. 

Boeing was awarded a $1.1 bil¬ 
lion contract in 2007 to build the 
replacement wings but struggled 
to deliver the wing sets on time, 
said Gen. Ellen Pawlikowski, 
then-commander of Air Force 
Materiel Command, to Defense 
News in 2017. 

Performing upgrades on the 
roughly 40-year-old airframe 
proved difficult, the statement 
said. 

New parts had to be made for 
the fuselage, and spare parts were 
transported from the Air Force’s 
“Boneyard” with help from the 
309th Aerospace Maintenance 
and Regeneration Group at Davis- 
Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz. 


Making sure the workers had 
all the parts they needed to com¬ 
plete the upgrades “required a 
really significant team effort,” 
Stephen Zaiser, 571st Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron director, 
said in the statement. 

The A-10 has participated in op¬ 


erations in the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War, Afghanistan and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

The Air Force froze all plans to 
retire the A-10 in late 2015 after 
congressional members, includ¬ 
ing the late Sen. John McCain, ex¬ 
pressed support for the aircraft. 


The Air Force has also been 
looking to field a new light attack 
aircraft since 2009; however, the 
effort was put on hold in January 
as Air Force leaders looked to col¬ 
lect more data. 

dennis.christopher(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @chrisbdennis 


Suspect in home invasion could be detained for life 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
Stars and Stripes 

ZWEIBRUECKEN, Germany — One 
of the men accused of storming into the 
Landstuhl home of an American family 
early this year in a failed burglary could 
spend the rest of his life in detention, a 
court determined Tuesday. 

The 61-year-old suspect, who was one of 
four men implicated in the violent home in¬ 
vasion in February, should be placed under 
preventive detention, which allows any 
prison sentence he might be given to be 
extended indefinitely, the prosecution said 
Tuesday on the second day of the trial. 

Convicted criminals held under Ger¬ 
many’s preventive detention law, or “Si- 
cherungsverwahrung,” are assessed 
regularly to determine if they have been 
rehabilitated. 

If they are still deemed a danger to the 
public, they remain in prison or another 
detention facility, court spokesman Uwe 
Fischer said. 


“Preventive custody is the sharpest 
sword we have in German criminal law,” 
defense lawyer Phillip Goetze told the 
court. 

Citing the accused’s long criminal re¬ 
cord, the judge allowed the prosecution re¬ 
quest for preventive detention and ordered 
that the 61-year-old man be tried separate¬ 
ly from two other men on trial for the home 
invasion. 

A fourth assailant died after the Ameri¬ 
can father stabbed him in what prosecu¬ 
tors later determined was self-defense. 

Two of the suspects have appealed the 
decision not to prosecute the former Air 
Force mqjor, who is now a Defense Depart¬ 
ment civilian employee, for use of exces¬ 
sive force during the home invasion. 

The suspects forced their way into the 
American family’s home on the evening of 
Feb. 10, police said. They had targeted the 
residence after an employee of a moving 
company said the family had high-value 
items in the house, prosecutors said last 
month when the three men were charged. 


One of the home invaders ran upstairs, 
where he assaulted the American mother 
as she was putting the family’s infant to 
sleep, prosecutors said. 

The 41-year-old father described in an 
interview with Stars and Stripes how he 
heard his wife screaming while he fought 
with the other three home invaders down¬ 
stairs, managing eventually to push them 
back out the door. 

“She is screaming bloody murder, she’s 
screaming ‘my baby, my baby,”’ he said. 
“The whole time I am swinging. I am 
pounding on anybody and everything that 
comes near me. I just fought like hell.” 

The father then grabbed a kitchen knife 
and ran upstairs, where he scuffled with 
the fourth home invader, stabbing him 
three times. 

The 43-year-old wounded invader ran out 
of the house and fled with the three other 
suspects. The wounded man was taken out 
of the car and left on the sidewalk in a vil¬ 
lage about 10 miles from Landstuhl, Ger¬ 
man officials said. One of the other home 


invaders, his brother, remained with him 
and called for medical assistance, but the 
man died of blood loss. 

The suspects, who under German law 
can be identified only by their initials, face 
up to 15 years in prison if convicted on rob¬ 
bery charges, and up to one additional year 
for failing to help the home invader who 
died. 

The preventive custody rule could indef¬ 
initely extend any jail time handed down to 
61-year-old A.M., who is the brother of two 
of the alleged home invaders, including the 
one who died. 

The judge did not specify when the new 
trial for A.M. would begin but said it would 
be soon. 

The trial of J.M., 52, and J.R., 33, will 
move ahead as planned, the judge said. 

More than 40 witnesses and five experts 
will be heard during the course of the trial, 
which reconvenes in two weeks. 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 


Iran: Commander has completed eight deployments on seven ships 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

onto an airplane as the airport 
was about to close, destined for 
a small town near Hattiesburg, 
Miss., where the son of one of his 
father’s business partners had 
agreed to take them in. 

He said the weeks leading up to 
their departure were very much 
like the opening scenes in the 
2012 Ben Affleck film “Argo,” 
which is based on the true story 
of the CIA’s efforts to rescue six 
Americans who were hiding in 
the Canadian embassy in Iran 
after the revolution. 

“It just happened to be a coun¬ 
try in chaos, a country in revolu¬ 


tion. And so as an 11-year-old it 
was a little traumatic to have life 
as you know it completely change 
like that,” Hakimzadeh said. “I 
think it is probably a lot to do with 
why I decided I wanted to serve 
and wanted to be in this line of 
work.” 

Hakimzadeh enlisted in the 
Navy to take advantage of the op¬ 
portunities the military provided 
and give back to a country he and 
his family love for all it’s done for 
them. 

“Coming from the experienc¬ 
es we dealt with as a family ... 
They’ve seen the alternative,” he 
said. “They strongly support what 


I do.” 

Hakimzadeh is now preparing 
for the possibility that he could 
be called to return to the Middle 
East. His carrier strike group has 
already completed its last mqjor 
pre-deployment exercise. 

While the Navy doesn’t disclose 
where its ships plan to go or when, 
aircraft carriers are frequently 
used as a highly-visible deterrent 
when tensions flare up around 
the world. The aircraft carrier 
USS Abraham Lincoln is in the 
Middle East serving that purpose 
after Iran shot down an Ameri¬ 
can drone and seized foreign oil 
tankers. 


If the Truman is called to take 
the Lincoln’s place in the region, 
Hakimzadeh said he and his crew 
are prepared. 

“There’s not some particular 
personal angst involved,” he said. 
“I’ve deployed there multiple 
times in the past.” 

Hakimzadeh, whose call sign is 
“Hak,” spent much of his career 
as an E-2 Hawkeye flight officer 
based in Norfolk. He’s flown in 
combat zones in Iraq and Afghan¬ 
istan and has completed eight op¬ 
erational deployments on seven 
ships, earning the Bronze Star 
and Legion of Merit. 

While he knows his last name is 


uncommon in the United States, 
in some ways it helps serve as an 
icebreaker when he’s deployed 
in the Middle East working with 
U.S allies or during port visits. 
Hakimzadeh still speaks a little 
Farsi and is always happy to tell 
his family’s story to those who 
want to know more: 

“I love to tell people that it’s a 
testament to our merit-based Navy 
that a kid at 19, 20 years old can 
look at these things and go, ‘You 
know what? I want to command 
those one day’ And it’s certainly 
a testament to the United States of 
America that a guy named Kavon 
Hakimzadeh can do that.” 
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Training 
with the 
big guns 

Evaluation prep focus 
is on speed, accuracy 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany 
— High above the rolling hills 
of northern Bavaria and nestled 
deep in a peaceful forest, the 
calming songs of cuckoo birds 
filled the air — right up until the 
heavy artillery fire began. 

Big guns are a semi-regular 
part of life for the birds at Grafen- 
woehr, the sprawling Army 
training range where the 173rd 
Airborne Brigade conducted a 
live-fire exercise this week to 
prepare for their annual evalua¬ 
tion next month. 

The soldiers focused on syn¬ 
chronizing their cannons to fire 
on targets with accuracy and pre¬ 
cision. They also conducted air 
assaults, where they jumped out 
of planes and rapidly set up their 
artillery to simulate launching a 
surprise attack. 

The week’s training allows 
the Sky Soldiers, the only U.S. 
airborne brigade stationed full¬ 
time in Europe, to bring a com¬ 
bat-ready force anywhere on the 
Continent and provide artillery 
fire at a moment’s notice, battery 
commander Capt. Marvin Perez- 
Cruz said. 

“From the moment an observ¬ 
er identifies a target and sends 
his last message to call for fire, it 
takes 90 seconds before the first 
round leaves the tube,” Perez- 



Photos by Martin EcNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Soldiers maintain a 105 mm IVI119-A3 howitzer during an exercise Tuesday in Grafenwoehr, Germany. 

Cruz said. 

Next month’s annual evalua¬ 
tion, called Saber Junction, will 
assess the brigade’s ability to rap¬ 
idly respond to threats and fight 
battles in Europe, he said. 

Saber Junction is set to run 
from Sept. 4 to Oct. 1 and will 
involve more than 5,000 soldiers 
from 20 nations. 

The brigade is based in Italy 
and Germany, and provides rapid 
reaction forces to the European, 

Africa and Central Command 
areas of responsibility. 




Above: Pfc. Miguel Alvarez, an artilleryman with the 173rd Infantry Brigade Combat Team ^rborne), 
provides cover during the exercise. Left: A soldier brings a 105 mm shell to a M119-A3 howitzer during 
the exercise. 


Vt. city opposes basing F-35s at local airport 


Associated Press 

BURLINGTON, Vt. — The city 
council in Vermont’s largest city 
has voted to oppose the basing of 
the F-35 fighter jets at the Burl¬ 
ington International Airport. 

WCAX-TV reports the council 
voted unanimously on Monday in 
favor of a resolution that opposes 


the basing of any nuclear-capable 
aircraft at the airport in South 
Burlington. 

The resolution also requests 
that Mayor Miro Weinberger, 
Gov. Phil Scott and Vermont’s 
congressional delegation tell the 
Department of Defense that the 
F-35s are not welcomed in Bur¬ 


lington. Co-sponsor Max Tracy 
said he feels the jets are too loud, 
too expensive, not safe and re¬ 
quire more testing. 

The Vermont National Guard, 
the first guard unit in the country 
to be assigned the F-35s, is due to 
take delivery of the first aircraft 
next month. 
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Trump official: Liberty poem about Europeans 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Acting Director of United States Citizenship and Immigration Services Ken Cuccinelli, speaks during a 
briefing at the White House on Monday in Washington. 


By Zeke Miller 
AND Ashley Thomas 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—A top Trump 
administration official said Tues¬ 
day that the famous inscription 
on the Statue of Liberty welcom¬ 
ing immigrants into the country 
is about “people coming from Eu¬ 
rope” and that America is look¬ 
ing to receive migrants “who can 
stand on their own two feet.” 

The comments from Ken Cuc¬ 
cinelli, the acting director of U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Ser¬ 
vices, came a day after the Trump 
administration announced it 
would seek to deny green cards 
to migrants who seek Medicaid, 
food stamps, housing vouchers or 
other forms of public assistance. 
The move — and Cuccinelli’s de¬ 
fense — prompted an outcry from 
Democrats and immigration ad¬ 
vocates who said the policy would 
favor wealthier immigrants and 
disadvantage those from poorer 
countries in Latin America and 
Africa. 

“This administration finally 
admitted what we’ve known all 
along: They think the Statue of 
Liberty only applies to white peo¬ 
ple,” tweeted former Texas Rep. 
Beto O’Rourke, a Democratic 
presidential candidate. 

The administration’s proposed 
policy shift comes as President 
Donald Trump is leaning more 
heavily into the restrictive im¬ 
migration policies that have en¬ 
ergized his core supporters and 
were central to his 2016 victory. 
He has also spoken disparagingly 
about immigration from m^or- 
ity black and Hispanic countries, 
including calling Mexican immi¬ 
grants rapists and criminals when 


he launched his 2016 campaign. 
Last year, he privately branded 
Central American and African 
nations as “shithole” countries 
and he suggested the U.S. take in 
more immigrants from European 
countries like predominantly 
white Norway. 

Cuccinelli said in an interview 
with CNN on Tuesday night that 
“The New Colossus,” the Emma 
Lazarus poem emblazoned on the 
pedestal of the Statue of Liberty, 


referred to “people coming from 
Europe where they had class 
based societies where people 
were considered wretched if they 
weren’t in the right class.” 

Lazarus’ poem, written in 1883 
to raise money to construct the 
Statue of Liberty’s pedestal and 
cast in bronze beneath the monu¬ 
ment in 1903, served as a beacon 
to millions of immigrants who 
crossed past as they first entered 
the U.S. in New York Harbor. It 


reads, “Give me your tired, your 
poor. Your huddled masses yearn¬ 
ing to breathe free. The wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore.” 

Cuccinelli was asked earlier 
Tuesday on NPR whether the 
words “give me your tired, your 
poor” were part of the Ameri¬ 
can ethos. Cuccinelli responded: 
“They certainly are. Give me 
your tired and your poor who 
can stand on their own two feet 
and who will not become a public 


charge.” 

A hard-line conservative from 
Virginia, Cuccinelli was a failed 
Republican candidate for gov¬ 
ernor in 2013 after serving as 
the state’s attorney general. He 
backed Republican Sen. Ted Cruz 
of Texas for president in 2016 and 
for a time was a harsh critic of 
Trump. 

He is one of a slew of immi¬ 
gration hardliners brought in by 
Trump to implement the presi¬ 
dent’s policies. He was appointed 
to the post in June in a temporary 
capacity, which doesn’t require 
Senate confirmation. 

Trump, asked Tuesday about 
Cuccinelli’s comments on NPR, 
appeared to back him up. 

“I don’t think it’s fair to have 
the American taxpayer paying 
for people to come into the Unit¬ 
ed States,” Trump told reporters 
before boarding Air Force One 
for Pennsylvania. “I think we’re 
doing it right.” 

Immigrant rights groups 
strongly criticized the Trump 
administration’s new rules for 
immigrants receiving public as¬ 
sistance, warning that the chang¬ 
es would scare immigrants away 
from asking for needed help. And 
they voiced concern that officials 
were being given too much author¬ 
ity to decide whether someone is 
likely to need public assistance in 
the future. 

Another Democratic presiden¬ 
tial candidate, Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, also con¬ 
demned Cuccinelli’s comments. 

“Our values are etched in stone 
on the Statue of Liberty. They 
will not be replaced,” she tweet¬ 
ed. “And I will fight for those 
values and for our immigrant 
communities.” 


Verification of 
addresses for 
census to begin 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Starting this month, an army 
of 40,000 U.S. Census Bureau workers equipped 
with laptops will fan out to neighborhoods around 
the country to verify and update addresses in prep¬ 
aration for the largest head count in United States 
history next spring. 

The verification of addresses is the most labor-in¬ 
tensive component of the bureau’s preparations this 
year for the 2020 count. The workers known as “list¬ 
ers” will cover about a third of the nation’s physical 
area. The Census Bureau conducts a count of every 
U.S. resident every 10 years. 

“We’re moving later this month into the full- 
fledged national canvassing effort,” Steven Dill¬ 
ingham, director of the U.S. Census Bureau, said 
Monday at a news conference in Washington that 
was livestreamed. 

The start of the address verifying comes a month 
after President Donald Trump announced his ad¬ 
ministration would no longer seek to add a citizen¬ 
ship question to the 2020 Census questionnaire. 
Civil rights groups still worry that the legal fight 
over the question will cause immigrants and others 
to hesitate filling out their census forms. The census 
results are used to distribute federal funds and de- 



JosE Luis Magana/AP 


U.S. Census Bureau director Steven Dillingham 
testifies before the House Oversight subcommittee 
on Capitol Hill in Washington last month. 


cide how many U.S. representatives each state gets. 

The method used by census workers is chang¬ 
ing this year: In years past, listers walked every 
block of every street in the nation to make sure the 
physical addresses matched what was on their lists. 
For this year’s head count, workers are verifying 
around two-thirds of the addresses from their office 
computers. 

Using aerial imagery, workers are looking for 
blocks where there has been significant growth or 
decline, where there are multiple instances of an ad¬ 
dress or when an address is missing. They will then 
send listers to those blocks to double check for ac¬ 
curacy or get updated information. 

Census officials estimate the new method will 
save time and money. 


Critics slam draft of Calif, 
ethnic studies curriculum 


By Valerie Strauss 

The Washington Post 

The draft of a new ethnics 
studies curriculum for California 
public school students is being 
slammed by critics. They accuse 
it of espousing bias against Israel 
and Jews, defining capitalism as 
a “form of power and oppression” 
and promoting a far-left-wing po¬ 
litical agenda. 

The pushback has been so 
strong that California educa¬ 
tion officials say the curricu¬ 
lum “needs to be substantially 
redesigned.” 

A law signed in 2016 by Demo¬ 
cratic Gov. Jerry Brown man¬ 
dated that California create an 
ethnic studies course. 

An advisory committee con¬ 
stituted mostly of K-12th grade 
teachers and professors was 
appointed in 2018 by the State 
Board of Education to draft a 
curriculum that could be used 
by local school systems to create 
their own courses. 

Linda Darling-Hammond, 
who was appointed president of 


the state Board of Education by 
Brown’s successor. Democratic 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, said in an 
interview that the draft would un¬ 
dergo mqjor changes. The board 
has not officially been given the 
draft from the state’s Instruction¬ 
al Quality Commission, which re¬ 
ceived it a few months ago, made 
some changes and posted it on 
the state Education Department’s 
website for public comment 
through Aug. 15. 

Darling-Hammond issued a 
statement with Ilene Straus, vice 
president of the Board of Educa¬ 
tion, and board member Feliza 
1. Ortiz-Licon, saying, “A model 
curriculum should be accurate, 
free of bias, appropriate for all 
learners in our diverse state, and 
align with Governor Newsom’s 
vision of a California for all. The 
current draft model curriculum 
falls short and needs to be sub¬ 
stantially redesigned.” 

Drafters of the proposed cur¬ 
riculum and their supporters say 
it is important for students to view 
the world in a way not promoted 
by the powerful. 
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Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


Califomia Gov. Gavin Newsom answers questions regarding the lawsuit the state has joined in with 21 
Democrat-led states against the Trump administration over its decision to ease restrictions on coal-fired 
power plants, during a news conference in Sacramento, Calif., Tuesday. 

21 states sue administration 
over coal regulation changes 


Guards may have 
falsified iogs for 
watching Epstein 


By Don Thompson 
AND Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — A 
coalition of 21 Democratic-led 
states sued the Trump adminis¬ 
tration Tuesday over its decision 
to ease restrictions on coal-fired 
power plants, with California’s 
governor saying the president 
is trying to rescue an outdated 
industry. 

In June, the U.S. Environmen¬ 
tal Protection Agency eliminated 
the agency’s Clean Power Plan 
and replaced it with a new rule 
that gives states more leeway in 
deciding upgrades for coal-fired 
power plants. 

The lawsuit, filed in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit, says the new 
rule violates the federal Clean Air 
Act because it does not meaning¬ 
fully replace power plants’ green¬ 
house gas emissions. 

“They’re rolling things back to 
an age that no longer exists, try¬ 
ing to prop up the coal industry,” 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said at a news conference. He 
said the lawsuit was not just about 
Trump but “our kids and grand- 
kids” who would continue to be 
harmed by coal pollutants. 

West Virginia Attorney Gener¬ 
al Patrick Morrisey, whose state 
produced the second most coal 


Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO — U.S. Rep. Dun¬ 
can Hunter won’t go on trial until 
next year on corruption charges 
that involve the spending of cam¬ 
paign cash on vacations, extra¬ 
marital affairs and other items, a 
U.S. judge decided Tuesday. 

U.S. District Court Judge 


They’re rolling 
things back to an 
age that no longer 
exists, trying to 
prop up the coal 
industry. ’ 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom 


behind Wyoming in 2017, predict¬ 
ed the lawsuit will ultimately fail 
at the U.S. Supreme Court, which 
stayed an earlier Obama admin¬ 
istration attempt in 2016 at the 
request of a competing 27-state 
coalition. 

He called the lawsuit a “big 
government ‘power grab’” and 
argued that the Democratic attor¬ 
neys general “are dead wrong” in 
their interpretation of the Clean 
Air Act. 

The U.S. ERA and White House 
issued similar statements saying 
they expect the new version to 
survive the court challenge, un¬ 
like the Obama-era rules. 

“Unlike the previous admin¬ 
istration, which crafted a far- 
reaching, burdensome, and 
unlawful rule that would have 
raised energy costs on hard¬ 
working American families, the 
Trump Administration’s Afford- 


Thomas Whelan changed the trial 
date from Sept. 10 to Jan. 14 after 
defense attorneys raised ques¬ 
tions about whether an appeals 
court must first consider their 
motion to dismiss the case against 
the California Republican. 

Whelan considered the motion 
last month and refused the re¬ 
quest. Hunter’s attorneys are ap- 


able Clean Energy (ACE) Rule 
responsibly protects our clean 
air, reduces greenhouse gases, 
protects jobs, and keeps costs af¬ 
fordable,” White House spokes¬ 
man Judd Deere said. 

The lawsuit was filed by at¬ 
torneys general in Califomia, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Maine, Maryland Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, North Carolina, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin and the District of 
Columbia. 

“The science is indisputable; 
our climate is changing. Ice caps 
are melting. Sea levels are rising. 
Weather is becoming more and 
more extreme,” New York Attor¬ 
ney General Letitia James, who 
is leading the coalition, said in a 
statement. “Rather than staying 
the course with policies aimed at 
fixing the problem and protect¬ 
ing people’s health, safety, and 
the environment, the Trump Ad¬ 
ministration repealed the Clean 
Power Plan and replaced it with 
this ‘Dirty Power’ rule.” 

The states were joined by six 
local governments: Boulder, 
Colo.; Chicago, Los Angeles, New 
York City, Philadelphia and South 
Miami, Fla. 


pealing that decision and plan to 
ask the appeals court to dismiss 
the charges. 

Hunter and his wife were in¬ 
dicted a year ago after authori¬ 
ties said they used more than 
$250,000 in campaign funds for 
personal expenses ranging from 
groceries to golf trips and family 
vacations. 


By Jim Mustian, 
Michael R. Sisak 
AND Michael Balsamo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Jail guards are 
suspected of falsifying log entries 
to show they were checking on 
inmates in Jeffrey Epstein’s unit 
every half hour when they actu¬ 
ally weren’t, according to a per¬ 
son familiar with the probe into 
his death. 

Surveillance video reviewed 
after the 66-year-old financier’s 
suspected suicide over the week¬ 
end shows guards never made 
some of the checks noted in the 
log, according to the person fa¬ 
miliar with the investigation. 

The person wasn’t authorized 
to disclose information and spoke 
to The Associated Press Tuesday 
on condition of anonymity. 

The development comes as the 
federal jail in Manhattan where 
Epstein was being held comes 
under increasing scrutiny in the 
wake of Epstein’s suicide. Epstein 
is believed to have killed himself 
early Saturday at the Metropoli¬ 
tan Correctional Center in New 
York, where he was awaiting trial 
in a sex trafficking case. 

An autopsy was performed 
Sunday, but the manner in which 
Epstein killed himself has not 
been officially announced. The 
city’s chief medical examiner 
said investigators were awaiting 
further information. 

His death prompted the Justice 
Department to place two guards 
assigned to watch Epstein on ad¬ 
ministrative leave and temporar¬ 
ily reassign the jail’s warden to an 
office post pending the outcome 
of two investigations. The FBI 
and the Justice Department’s in¬ 
spector general are investigating 
Epstein’s death. 

Attorney General William Barr 
has expressed outrage that Ep¬ 
stein was able to take his own life 
Saturday while under the care of 
the federal Bureau of Prisons, the 
jail’s parent agency that was al¬ 
ready facing criticism. 

Earlier this week, Barr said the 
Justice Department has already 
found “serious irregularities” at 
the Metropolitan Correctional 
Center, adding that the facility 
“failed to adequately secure this 
prisoner.” 

Since Epstein’s death, details 
have emerged about the jail that 
show it is a chronically under¬ 
staffed facility that possibly made 
a series of missteps in handling 
its most high-profile inmate. 

A person familiar with the 
jail’s operations said a guard in 
Epstein’s unit was working a fifth 
straight day of overtime and an¬ 
other guard was working man¬ 
datory overtime the day Epstein 


died. 

The person spoke on condition 
of anonymity because he lacked 
authorization to publicly discuss 
jail operations. 

Epstein had been alone in his 
cell when he was found unrespon¬ 
sive Saturday, even though he 
only recently had returned to the 
Special Housing Unit from sui¬ 
cide watch, 
the person 
familiar with 
the jail’s op¬ 
erations said. 
The jail had 
placed him 
on 24-hour 
monitoring 

— with daily 
psychiatric 

Epstein evaluations 

— after he 
was found 

injured on the floor of his cell two 
weeks ago with neck bruises. 

After that incident, Epstein had 
been placed on suicide watch. He 
was taken off that watch at the 
end of July and returned to the 
jail’s special housing unit. 

Following his death, federal 
prosecutors vowed to continue 
pursuing justice for the accusers 
who have come forward over the 
years — shifting their focus to 
possible charges against anyone 
who assisted or enabled Epstein 
in what authorities say was his 
rampant sexual abuse. 

The Associated Press reviewed 
hundreds of pages of police re¬ 
ports, FBI records and court doc¬ 
uments that show Epstein relied 
on an entire staff of associates to 
arrange massages that led to sex 
acts. 

One possible roadblock to fur¬ 
ther charges is the controversial 
plea agreement Epstein struck 
more than a decade ago in Flor¬ 
ida. The nonprosecution agree¬ 
ment not only allowed Epstein to 
plead guilty in 2008 to lesser state 
charges and serve just 13 months 
behind bars, it also shielded from 
prosecution several Epstein asso¬ 
ciates who allegedly were paid to 
recruit girls for him. 

Federal prosecutors in New 
York, in charging Epstein last 
month, argued that the nonprose¬ 
cution agreement is binding only 
on their counterparts in Florida. 

But Gerald Lefcourt, a lawyer 
who negotiated the agreement, 
said the deal should still protect 
any alleged co-conspirators for 
what happened between 2001 and 
2007. 

“I would never have signed 
the agreement or recommended 
it unless we believed that it re¬ 
solved what it said: all federal and 
state criminal liability,” Lefcourt 
said Monday. 


Rep. Hunter trial date changed to January 
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70 Dems weigh how to hit Trump on racism 


By Errin Haines 
Associated Press 

Hillary Clinton took the stage 
in Reno, Nevada, with an urgent 
warning about the consequences 
of a Donald Trump administra¬ 
tion: “He’s taking hate groups 
mainstream and helping a radi¬ 
cal fringe take over one of Amer¬ 
ica’s two m^or political parties. 
Trump is reinforcing harmful 
stereotypes and offering a dog 
whistle to his most hateful sup¬ 
porters. It’s a disturbing preview 
of what kind of president he’d 
be.” 

Seventy-five days later. Trump 
would be president-elect. 

As a new crop of Democrats 
competes for the chance to take 
on Trump in 2020, they are going 
even further than Clinton did, 
with some saying the president 


is a white supremacist. But Clin¬ 
ton’s experience poses difficult 
questions for the White House 
hopefuls. Pointing out then-can- 
didate Trump’s problematic ac¬ 
tions wasn’t enough to defeat him 
in 2016 — and may not help Dem¬ 
ocrats next year. 

“Hillary Clinton took every 
sling and arrow imaginable 
when she called out Trump on 
his courtship of white supremacy 
in the 2016 race,” said Demo¬ 
cratic strategist Joel Payne, who 
worked on Clinton’s campaign. 
“When our campaign named and 
shamed Trump’s behavior, we 
were accused of playing the race 
card. Her predictions may have 
actually understated how much 
of an existential crisis the Trump 
presidency would be for minori¬ 
ties in America.” 


The issue has taken on greater 
urgency this month following a 
mass shooting in El Paso, Texas, 
that’s believed to be motivated 
by racism. The shooting suspect 
echoed Trump’s warnings of a 
Latino “invasion.” 

Trump insists he’s not a rac¬ 
ist and throws the label back at 
Democrats, accusing them of po¬ 
litical correctness and recklessly 
wielding the term. 

There’s near unanimity among 
Democrats that candidates can’t 
ignore Trump’s actions. But there 
is debate over how far to go and 
whether to focus on more tradi¬ 
tional issues like health care, pre¬ 
scription drugs, infrastructure 
and education. 

Candidates including Elizabeth 
Warren, Beto O’Rourke and Pete 
Buttigieg have agreed that the 


white supremacist label is ap¬ 
propriate for Trump. Joe Biden 
accused Trump of “fanning the 
flames of white supremacy.” 

But some Democratic voters 
questioned whether such label¬ 
ing might prove counterproduc¬ 
tive. After all. Trump supporters 
wore Clinton’s denunciation of 
them as “deplorables” as a badge 
of honor. 

As nearly two dozen candidates 
swung through Iowa recently, 
the issue was prominent. Demo¬ 
crats in the state that kicks off 
the presidential nomination pro¬ 
cess still take pride in Barack 
Obama’s 2008 Iowa win. That 
victory proved that a black can¬ 
didate could win in a state that’s 
more than 90% white, sealing his 
status as a viable candidate. 

Buttigieg, who has been out¬ 


spoken on matters of race in the 
campaign, told a diverse gather¬ 
ing at a house party just outside 
Des Moines, Iowa, that a “big part 
of this conversation” regarding 
race “has to happen with white 
audiences.” 

Karin Derry, a state represen¬ 
tative who is white, watched Butt¬ 
igieg speak from across the room. 
She questioned whether labeling 
the president a white supremacist 
is “particularly helpful,” but wel¬ 
comed the conversation overall, 
saying it would resonate in Iowa. 

“I want to see them talking 
about it because quite frankly the 
way President Trump talks, it’s 
unacceptable,” said Derry, who 
hasn’t endorsed a candidate. “I 
think candidates need to call him 
out on it.” 


Gabbard takes campaign 
break for Guard training 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Rep. Tulsi 
Gabbard, of Hawaii, is taking two 
weeks off from her 2020 Demo¬ 
cratic presidential campaign to 
participate in Army National 
Guard training. 

Gabbard announced the 
two-week break in a statement 
Monday. She will return to the 
campaign trail on Aug. 25. 

Gabbard is a major in the Army 
National Guard who has served 


in the military for more than 16 
years and deployed to Iraq in 
2004 and Kuwait in 2008. 

She will be participating in a 
joint-training exercise with the 
Indonesian military. Gabbard 
said she is “grateful to be able to 
serve our country and the Ameri¬ 
can people in many ways, includ¬ 
ing as a soldier.” 

Gabbard is the first female 
combat veteran to run for US. 
president. She was elected to 
Congress in 2012. 


Abrams’ next move is a voter 
protection program for Dems 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Democrat Sta¬ 
cey Abrams, who vaulted onto the 
national political stage champi¬ 
oning voting rights during an un¬ 
successful 2018 run for Georgia 
governor, announced on Tuesday 
that she’s launching a new mul¬ 
tistate voter protection initiative 
and not running for president in 
2020. 

Abrams revealed plans for the 
initiative, called Fair Fight 2020, 
during a speech before a labor 
union convention in Las Vegas 
that was livestreamed on Face- 
book. The multimillion-dollar 
project will staff and fund voter 
protection teams in battleground 
states across the country ahead of 
next year’s elections. 

The announcement follows 
months of speculation over what 
Abrams’ next move in politics 
might be, including whether she’d 
join the crowded field of 2020 
presidential hopefuls as she had 
mused. 

But that notion was put to rest 
as Abrams expressed optimism 
that Democrats could make gains 
in the next election. 

“We’re going to win because 


there are only two things stop¬ 
ping us in 2020: making sure peo¬ 
ple have a reason to vote and that 
they have the right to vote. Well 
I’ve decided to leave it to a whole 
bunch of other folks to make 
sure they have a reason to vote,” 
Abrams said, referring to the 
field of Democratic candidates. 

“But I’m here today to an¬ 
nounce Fair Fight 2020 to make 
sure everyone has the right to 
vote,” she said. 

Abrams, former minority lead¬ 
er of the Georgia House, faced 
Republican Brian Kemp during 
her unsuccessful bid for Georgia 
governor last year. Kemp was 
secretary of state during their 
race, and Abrams frequently ac¬ 
cused him of using his position to 
suppress votes, especially in mi¬ 
nority communities. Kemp vehe¬ 
mently denied the claim. 

Voters in that election reported 
myriad problems casting ballots 
including malfunctioning voting 
equipment and long wait times 
that caused some voters to give 
up in frustration. 

Abrams’ decision leaves her as 
a prime potential vice presiden¬ 
tial pick. 



Susan Walsh/AP 

Workers watch as President Donald Trump speaks during a visit to the Pennsylvania Shell ethylene 
cracker plant on Tuesday in Monaca. The facility, which critics claim will become the largest air polluter 
in western Pennsylvania, is being built in an area hungry for investment. 


Trump claims credit for Shell plant 


By Jill Colvin 
AND Josh Boak 
Associated Press 

MONACA, Pa. — President 
Donald Trump sought to take 
credit Tuesday for a m^or man¬ 
ufacturing complex in western 
Pennsylvania in his latest effort 
to reinvigorate the Rust Belt sup¬ 
port that sent him to the White 
House. He was cheered on by 
fluorescent-vest-clad workers 
who were paid to attend by Shell, 
their employer, which is building 
the facility. 

Despite Trump’s claims. Shell 
announced its plans to build the 
complex in 2012, midway through 
President Barack Obama’s tenure 
in the White House. 

The event was billed as an of¬ 
ficial White House event, but 
Trump turned much of it into a 
campaign-style rally, boasting of 
achievements he claims as presi¬ 
dent and assailing his would-be 


Democratic rivals for the 2020 
election. 

“I don’t think they give a damn 
about Western Pennsylvania, do 
you?” he prodded the crowd. 

Trump was visiting Shell’s 
soon-to-be completed Pennsyl¬ 
vania Petrochemicals Complex, 
which will turn the area’s vast 
natural gas deposits into plastics. 
The facility is being built in an 
area hungry for investment and 
employment, though critics claim 
it will become the largest air pol¬ 
luter in western Pennsylvania. 

A spokesman for Shell, Ray 
Fisher, said the company has 
“dedicated a great deal of time 
and resources” to ensure emis¬ 
sions from the plant meet or 
exceed local, state and federal 
requirements. 

Trump contends that Ameri¬ 
ca’s coal, oil and manufacturing 
are reviving and he deserves 
the credit. He’s been focusing 
on his administration’s efforts 


to increase the nation’s depen¬ 
dence on fossil fuels in defiance 
of increasingly urgent warnings 
about climate change. And he’s 
embracing plastic at a time when 
the world is sounding alarms over 
its impact. 

“We don’t need it from the Mid¬ 
dle East anymore,” Trump said 
of oil and natural gas, proclaim¬ 
ing the employees “the backbone 
of this country.” 

As for the new complex, he de¬ 
clared, “This would have never 
happened without me and us.” 

Trump’s appeals to blue-collar 
workers helped him win Beaver 
County, where the plant is locat¬ 
ed, by more than 18 percentage 
points in 2016, only to have voters 
there turn to Democrats in 2018’s 
midterm elections. In one of a se¬ 
ries of defeats that led to Repub¬ 
licans’ loss of the House, voters 
sent Democrat Conor Lamb to 
Congress. 














Thursday, August 15,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


Defense of 
Taco Tuesday 
trademark 
stirs debate 


By Mead Gruver 

Associated Press 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — “Taco Tuesday” may be a 
well-known term for a themed dinner night out or at 
home, but as restaurants across the U.S. have learned, 
it’s also trademarked. 

Cheyenne-based Taco John’s — which has nearly 
400 locations in 23 states — put its legal stamp on 
“Taco Tuesday” 30 years ago and has since zinged 
cease-and-desist letters at offenders far and wide. 

Now, a recent example is stirring a debate that hits 
close to home for the fast-food chain. 

Taco John’s last month sent a warning to a brewery 
five blocks from its national headquarters for using 
the term to advertise a taco truck that parks outside 
its establishment once a week. 

“We certainly appreciate our fellow community 
member’s enthusiasm for tacos on Tuesdays, and the 
term is often used inadvertently,” read the letter ad¬ 
dressed to “Sir or Madam” at Freedom’s Edge Brew¬ 
ing Co. “However, it is still extremely important to us 
to protect our rights in this mark.” 

Freedom’s Edge took the matter to Facebook, and 
the comments poured in. 

“We have nothing against Taco John’s but do find 
it comical that some person in their corporate office 
would choose to send a cease and desist to a brewery 
that doesn’t sell or profit from the sales of tacos,” the 
brewery wrote. 

Some people rallied to the chain’s defense, point¬ 
ing out that Taco John’s itself started as a humble 
food trailer 50 years ago and legitimately secured the 
trademark, while others said it’s time for Taco John’s 
to lighten up. 

Taco John’s didn’t return messages seeking com¬ 
ment, but former Chief Marketing Director Billie Jo 
Maara called the term part of the company’s “DNA” 
in a 2016 TEDx talk about “Taco Tuesday.” 

“I know that we’ve been seen as a bully, some cor¬ 
porate giant that is protecting this brand, but really 
it’s us protecting the little guy,” Maara told the audi¬ 
ence. “Great ideas can come from the most unexpect¬ 
ed places, and when they do, we should protect it.” 

Taco John’s isn’t the only company that has drawn 
attention for defending a trademark against small 
businesses. Starbucks made headlines when it went 
after a Texas bar owner who created a “Star Bock” 
beer. And Gerber has been known to guard its “one- 
sie” trademark against mom-and-pop crafters who 
design one-piece infant outfits to sell online. 



Mead Gruver/AP 


Nena Hermosillo stands outside her taco truck 
in Cheyenne, Wyo., on Aug. 1. Cheyenne-based 
Taco John’s has owned the trademark to “Taco 
Tuesday” since 1989. 

When it comes to “Taco Tuesday,” a legal expert 
doubts Taco John’s has much of a case. 

Like “raisin bran,” “escalator,” “nylon” and other 
formerly trademarked products, “Taco Tuesday” 
has suffered from “genericide” — it has become too 
well-known to continue to be identified with a par¬ 
ticular company, said Seattle-based attorney Michael 
Atkins. 

“It’s kind of asinine to me think that one particu¬ 
lar taco seller, or taco maker, would have monopoly 
rights over ‘Taco Tuesday,”’ Atkins said. “It has be¬ 
come such a common phrase that it no longer points 
to Taco John’s and therefore Taco John’s doesn’t have 
the right to tell anybody to stop using that.” 

The company trademarked “Taco Tuesday” in 
1989, claiming a Minnesota franchisee began using 
“Taco Twosday” to advertise two tacos for 99 cents in 
the early 1980s. The trademark applies in every state 
but New Jersey, where another restaurant already 
had secured the right to “Taco Tuesday.” 

Taco John’s has encountered pushback elsewhere. 
In 2014, a Madison, Wisconsin, restaurant responded 
with a competition to rename its Taco Tuesdays. A 
woman who came up with “Ole Tuesdays” won the 
prize of a year’s supply of tacos. 

Freedom’s Edge Brewery co-owner Tim Moore 
said he had no idea “Taco Tuesday” was trademarked 
but got a laugh out of the situation. He didn’t intend to 
push back, he said. 


United to pilots: 

No alcohol 12 
hours before flight 


By David Koenig 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — United Airlines is 
setting an earlier cutoff time for 
when pilots must stop drinking 
alcohol before flights. 

The airline is telling pilots they 
must abstain from alcohol for 12 
hours before flights, up from the 
previous eight hours. 

The change in the rule — it’s 
called “bottle-to-throttle” in the 
airline business — comes several 
days after two United pilots were 
arrested in Scotland and charged 
with suspicion of being under the 
influence before a flight to the 
U.S. 

The old eight-hour limit com¬ 
plied with Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration rules, which also 
prohibit pilots from flying with a 
blood-alcohol content at or above 
0.04%. Almost all states make it a 
crime to drive a car at or above 
0.08%. 

An extra four hours will help 
social drinkers sober up, although 
it might not be long enough for a 
heavily drunken person. Some 
researchers calculate that once 
someone puts down the bottle, 
their blood-alcohol level drops 
0.015% each hour. At that rate, a 
drinker could go from 0.12% to 
zero in eight hours, or from 0.18% 
to zero in 12 hours. 

United sent a bulletin describ¬ 
ing the new policy to pilots a 
week ago, and it took effect last 
Saturday. 

“This policy is being changed 
to help assure pilot compliance 
with standards established by 
the United States and individual 
states where United operates 
around the world,” the bulletin 
said. It warned that meeting the 


12-hour ban doesn’t guarantee 
that pilots will be in the clear 
— some countries have a zero- 
tolerance policy on blood-alcohol 
content. 

In a statement, the Air Line Pi¬ 
lots Association, which represents 
United pilots, said “Inappropriate 
alcohol use by airline pilots is 
exceedingly rare,” and the pro¬ 
fessionalism of pilots has contrib¬ 
uted to making air travel safe. A 
United spokesman declined to 
say whether the change was due 
to the arrests of two United pilots 
on Aug. 3 in Glasgow, Scotland, 
before they were scheduled to op¬ 
erate a flight to Newark, N. J. The 
flight was canceled. 

Representatives for American 
Airlines, Delta Air Lines and 
Southwest Airlines said their 
policies follow the FAA’s current 
standard of no drinking within 
eight hours of duty. They said 
their airlines are not considering 
any changes. Alaska Airlines said 
it has a 10-hour no-alcohol rule 
for pilots. 

United’s new policy was first 
reported by Skift, a travel indus¬ 
try media company. 
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Lawsuits emerge as NY opens door to old abuse claims +49 621 72920 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y — It was the 
early 1950s and Peter Vajda was 
a little boy attending a Catho¬ 
lic boarding school in the Bronx 
when he says a religious brother 
molested him. 

The brother is likely long dead, 
but the church survives. Just after 
midnight Wednesday morning, 
Vqjda, now 75, filed a civil lawsuit 
naming the Archdiocese of New 
York as a defendant. Justice, he 
says, may have been delayed but 
he won’t let it be denied. 

“Now it’s their turn. Now it’s 
their time,” he told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “And I want them to 
get everything they deserve in the 
way of punishment.” 

Wednesday marked the start 
of a one-year litigation window 


in New York allowing people to 
file civil lawsuits that had previ¬ 
ously been barred by the state’s 
statute of limitations, which was 
one of the nation’s most restric¬ 
tive before lawmakers relaxed it 
this year. 

Hundreds, likely thousands, 
of lawsuits were expected to be 
filed on the first day. The Catholic 
Church, the Boy Scouts of Amer¬ 
ica, public school districts and 
possibly even deceased financier 
Jeffrey Epstein are among the 
likely targets. 

“This is a momentous time for 
courageous survivors who have 
waited so long for justice in New 
York,” said Jeff Anderson, an at¬ 
torney whose firm. New York- 
based Jeff Anderson & Associates, 
plans to file hundreds of civil mo¬ 
lestation lawsuits Wednesday on 


behalf of clients. 

Institutions that have long cared 
for children are girding for what 
could be a devastating financial 
blow. A similar law passed in 2002 
in California resulted in Catholic 
dioceses there paying $1.2 billion 
in legal settlements. 

The law creating the litigation 
window — the Child Victims Act 
— passed earlier this year follow¬ 
ing more than a decade of debate 
in Albany. The law also extends 
the statute of limitations for mo¬ 
lestation going forward, giving 
new victims until age 55 to file 
lawsuits and until age 28 to seek 
criminal charges, compared to 23 
under the old statute. 

Many of the lawsuits are like¬ 
ly to name individuals, or their 
estates. An attorney represent¬ 
ing several women who say they 


were sexually abused by Epstein 
as young girls said they will file 
a lawsuit against Epstein’s estate. 
The well-connected financier was 
pronounced dead of apparent sui¬ 
cide Saturday while awaiting trial 
in New York. 

Advocates, mental health ex¬ 
perts and victims themselves say 
it often takes years for people 
who were molested as children to 
speak out about their trauma, even 
to a loved one. Sometimes victims 
say they didn’t think they’d be be¬ 
lieved if they accused their priest, 
teacher, scoutmaster or another 
respected adult. Sometimes they 
say they felt some responsibility 
for the abuse, even though they 
were children at the time. Others 
say the shame, embarrassment 
and fear were simply too much to 
overcome. 
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Southern cooking: 
Heat wave lingers 
across Southeast 


By Jeff Martin 
AND Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Stifling heat 
smothered states from Texas to 
South Carolina on Tuesday with 
temperatures that felt like 120 
degrees, making it difficult to be 
outside for long, much less work 
or play. 

As the entire Southeast baked 
amid heat warnings and adviso¬ 
ries that reached from central 
Texas to coastal Georgia, con¬ 
struction workers toiled under 
a blazing sun in Louisiana. Al¬ 
abama’s largest city opened its 
auditorium as a refuge for anyone 
needing to cool down. 

Some schools and coaches lim¬ 
ited football practice for players 
getting ready for the upcoming 
season, and social media was 
dotted with photos showing auto¬ 
mobile thermometers with triple¬ 
digit readings. 

Forecasters said a cold front 
and storms could lead to a slight 
midweek cool down, but for the 
meantime it was just too hot. 

The National Weather Service 
said the afternoon heat index, a 
combination of temperature and 
humidity, climbed to 120 degrees 
in Clarksdale, Miss., nearly hit¬ 
ting the 121 degrees it felt like 
Monday. Readings were nearly 
as high in cities including Dyers- 
burg, Tenn., and West Memphis, 
Ark. 

In downtown Birmingham, 
Ala., a piano-playing sidewalk 
evangelist sought refuge from the 
sun with two umbrellas — one 
over his head and the other on his 
sunny side. 

Around the comer, artist 



Gerald Herbert/AP 


Construction worker Dineose 
Vai^s wipes his face at a 
construction site on the Duncan 
Canal in Kenner, La. 

Henry L. McShan sold his water- 
color landscapes in a shady spot 
beside a park. Temperatures in 
Birmingham were already in the 
90s Tuesday morning and topped 
100 degrees later. 

“I’m going to be here all day. 
I’ve got several bottles of water. 
I’m ready for it,” said McShan, 
his face glistening with sweat. 

It was just as sizzling along the 
Gulf Coast in south Alabama and 
along the Florida Panhandle. The 
heat index hit 117 before noon 
Tuesday in the Mobile, Ala., area. 
Pensacola saw a heat index of 115, 
also before noon. 

The heat index in the hottest 
areas should be 15 to 20 degrees 
cooler Wednesday, according to 
the weather service. 



Mike Simons,Tulsa World/AP 


Abigail Sisney, 8, cools down from the hot weather in the splash 
pad at Rayola Park in Owasso, Okla., Monday. Forecasters say 
most of the South, from Texas to South Carolina, will be under heat 
advisories as temperatures will feel as high as 117 degrees. 


Heat exhaustion and heat 
stroke are prime threats during 
heat waves, according to the fed¬ 
eral Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. 

In Kansas, a 2-year-old boy 
died after he was found alone in a 
parked car in the afternoon heat 
Sunday. It appears heat played a 
role in the child’s death, Lawrence 
Police Chief Gregory Burns Jr. 
said in a statement Monday. The 
heat index was 96 at the time, the 
weather service said. 

In Texas, managers of the 
state’s main electric grid declared 
an energy conservation emergen¬ 
cy and asked its customers to dial 
back their thermostats between 
3 and 7 p.m. Tuesday because of 
the extreme heat. The Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas took 
the action a day after it set an all- 
time peak demand record. 

At the Dallas Zoo, where $1 
admission day was expected to 
draw large crowds, misting tents 


were set up for visitors to cool 
down. Elephants will be soaked 
with water cannons and offered 
frozen treats, said spokeswoman 
Chelsey Norris. 

In Louisiana, road workers 
were urged to take precautions to 
protect themselves from the heat, 
said Erin Buchanan, a spokes¬ 
woman with the Louisiana De¬ 
partment of Transportation and 
Development. 

Heat alerts stretched as far 
east as the Upstate area of South 
Carolina. 

In Spartanburg, S.C., the 
Carolina Panthers and Buffalo 
Bills practiced together before 
a preseason NFL game in Char¬ 
lotte, North Carolina. Over the 
weekend. Panthers coach Ron 
Rivera had some fun with Bills 
coach Sean McDermott, sending 
a screenshot of the heat index in 
Spartanburg, S.C. It showed 110 
degrees along with an orange 
emoji face dripping with sweat. 


Calif, officer likely unaware of killer’s criminal past 


By Stefanie Dazio 

Associated Press 

RIVERSIDE, Calif — The man who sud¬ 
denly grabbed a rifle and opened fire during a 
traffic stop just off a Southern California free¬ 
way had a long and violent criminal history 
that the police officer he killed most likely 
knew nothing about as he filled out paperwork 
alongside the road. 

California Highway Patrol Officer Andre 
Moye, Jr., was getting ready to impound Aaron 
Luther’s pickup truck when Luther, who 
was outside the vehicle and not restrained, 
reached inside, pulled out a rifle and started 
shooting on an overpass to the 215 Freeway in 
Riverside. 

Moye, 34, was fatally wounded but called 
for help and two responding officers were shot 
in the legs while frightened motorists ducked 
for cover from dozens of flying bullets. Luther 
was later shot and killed by officers. 

Public records showing a person’s criminal 
history aren’t typically something an officer 


It’s not going to come up 
with a criminal history and 
it’s not going to come with 
an asterisk saying ^bad 
guy.’» 

John Aresta 

police chief of Malverne, N.Y. 


has access to during a traffic stop. CHP 
Inland Division Chief Bill Dance said it’s not 
clear whether Moye asked a dispatcher to seek 
any additional information on Luther, 49, who 
was convicted of attempted murder in 1994 
and also had convictions for assault, domes¬ 
tic violence, unlawful possession of a firearm 
and battery. 

John Aresta, police chief in Malverne, N.Y., 
and a past president of the New York State 


Association of Chiefs of Police, said an offi¬ 
cer would have almost no way of knowing a 
driver’s criminal history during a traffic stop. 
When an officer runs a vehicle’s license plate 
and a driver’s license, the reports will usually 
come back listing the registered owner, if it’s 
been reported stolen and if the license has 
been suspended or revoked. Active warrants 
may also be available, he said. 

“It’s not going to come up with a criminal 
history and it’s not going to come with an as¬ 
terisk saying ‘bad guy,’ ” Aresta said. 

Luther did have a bench warrant dating 
from 2017 after he failed to appear in court to 
answer a CHP misdemeanor for driving with 
a suspended or revoked license. 

Moye had been with the CHP for about 
three years and was a motorcycle officer for 
roughly a year. 

Dance said Moye was an “outstanding” 
officer devoted to public service. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife, mother, father, stepfather, 
two brothers, two sisters and a large extended 
family. Dance said. 


LA Opera 
examining 
Domingo’s 
behavior 

By Jocelyn Gecker 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Two 
music companies canceled ap¬ 
pearances by Placido Domingo 
and the Los Angeles Opera said 
Tuesday it would launch an inves¬ 
tigation in response to an Associat¬ 
ed Press story in which numerous 
women accused the opera legend 
of sexual harassment and inap¬ 
propriate behavior spanning 
decades. 

Domingo 
has been 
general di¬ 
rector of the 
LA Opera 
since 2003 
and previ¬ 
ously served 
as the com¬ 
pany’s artis¬ 
tic director, 
jobs that 
gave him 
the power to cast roles and — his 
accusers say — make, or break, 
careers. 

Some of the women said Do¬ 
mingo used his power at the LA 
company and elsewhere to try to 
pressure them into sexual rela¬ 
tionships, with several saying that 
he dangled jobs and then some¬ 
times punished them profession¬ 
ally if they refused his advances. 

On Tuesday, the Philadelphia 
Orchestra and San Francisco 
Opera announced they would 
cancel upcoming performances 
featuring the star, regarded as 
one of the greatest opera singers 
of all time. 

New York’s Metropolitan Opera 
said it would await the results of 
LA Opera’s investigation “before 
making any final decisions about 
Mr. Domingo’s future at the Met,” 
where he is scheduled to appear 
next month. 

The 78-year-old Domingo is 
one of the industry’s most power¬ 
ful figures and more than three 
dozen people said his behavior 
has long been an open secret. 

The accusers said they had 
feared speaking out previously 
would kill their careers. 

Domingo issued a statement 
to calling the allegations “deeply 
troubling and, as presented inac¬ 
curate,” adding “I believed that 
all of my interactions and rela¬ 
tionships were always welcomed 
and consensual.” 

The LA Opera said it would hire 
outside counsel to investigate. 

“Placido Domingo has been a 
dynamic creative force in the life 
of LA opera and the artistic cul¬ 
ture of Los Angeles for more than 
three decades,” the company 
said in a statement. “Neverthe¬ 
less, we are committed to doing 
everything we can to foster a pro¬ 
fessional and collaborative envi¬ 
ronment where all our employees 
and artists feel equally comfort¬ 
able, valued and respected.” 



Domingo 
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House panel to cut recess short for guns issue 


By Rachael Bade and Paul Kane 
The Washington Post 

A House panel with jurisdiction over 
firearms is expected to return early from 
the six-week congressional recess to con¬ 
sider additional gun-control measures in 
hopes of upping pressure on Senate M^or- 
ity Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky, to act. 

But there’s one problem: Democrats are 
privately sparring over what exactly to 
approve. 

House Democrats universally agree on 
expanding background checks, legislation 
they easily passed in February. They’ve 
also coalesced around proposals restrict¬ 
ing high-capacity magazines, instituting 
“red flag” laws that keep guns from indi¬ 
viduals showing warning signs of violence, 
and potentially even legislation on hate 
crimes — ideas the House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee is expected to consider the week of 
Labor Day, according to two people famil¬ 
iar with the plan, a week before the full 
House is officially scheduled to return. 

But there’s still disagreement on wheth¬ 


er the House should advance legislation 
reinstating an assault weapons ban that 
expired 15 years ago. 

After two mass shootings in early Au¬ 
gust left more than 30 people dead and 
dozens wounded, some liberals — includ¬ 
ing Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.L, a member 
of Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s leadership team 
— immediately pushed for a vote on an as¬ 
sault weapons ban. Cicilline, whose bill has 
about 200 co-sponsors, acknowledged that 
he needs more support for passage and is 
working to bolster those numbers. 

Pelosi’s team worries that the chamber 
won’t have the votes to pass that bill, how¬ 
ever, and hopes to focus instead on sup¬ 
porting gun legislation that could garner 
bipartisan backing, according to people 
familiar with the discussion who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity. 

A House Democratic leadership aide also 
argued that it was better for their chamber 
to focus on McConnell’s lack of action on 
popular background-checks provisions 
rather than discussing Democrats “ban¬ 
ning” certain types of weapons, which this 


person said could be counterproductive. 

“We need to put everything on the table, 
but for me. I’d rather stop everybody from 
going to their comers and get them to 
come to a table,” said Rep. Debbie Dingell, 
D-Mich., who’s hoping the judiciary panel 
takes up a red flag bill like one she intro¬ 
duced with several House Republicans. 

House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, 
D-Md., announced Tuesday that the judi¬ 
ciary panel would return early from recess 
to consider legislation but did not provide 
a specific date. A spokeswoman for the 
committee said nothing has been officially 
scheduled. “It’s still under consideration,” 
Shadawn Reddick-Smith said. 

The internal House Democratic debate 
surrounding additional gun legislation 
comes as the party has at least publicly 
turned its fire on McConnell. The Sen¬ 
ate Republican leader has refused to take 
up the House’s background-checks bill 
— though an overwhelming majority of 
both Republicans and Democrats support 
expanded background checks for firearms 
purchases. 


A handful of Democrats returned to 
Washington on Tuesday to hold a news 
conference with family members of shoot¬ 
ing victims from recent years — all blast¬ 
ing McConnell for inaction. 

“How many Americans need to lose 
their lives to a rampant gunman before the 
Senate takes action?” asked Hoyer. 

In an interview last week with WHAS 
radio in Louisville, McConnell—a longtime 
gun rights proponent — said his chamber 
would discuss the possibility of expand¬ 
ing background checks for gun sales and 
implementing red flag laws when senators 
return from recess. But Republicans have 
privately expressed skepticism of anything 
passing short of a strong nationwide push 
from President Donald Trump. 

Trump has said he would support ex¬ 
panded background checks. But because 
the president has flip-flopped on guns be¬ 
fore, Republicans are unsure how much 
political capital he will invest — or how 
much cover he would give them to pass 
something that could trigger the fury of 
the powerful National Rifle Association. 


Funeral home 
dog earns 
‘good citizen’ 
designation 


Fiona, a Bernese mountain dog, is the American Kennel Club's 1 millionth 
“canine good citizen.” Owner Nora Pavone says that Fiona spends her days 
comforting people at the Pavone family's Brooklyn funeral home. 


By Jennifer Peltz 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Who’s a good dog? 
The American Kennel Club says there 
are now a million of them. 

The club announced Wednesday that 
a Bernese mountain dog named Fiona 
recently became its 1 millionth “canine 
good citizen,” including dogs past and 
present. 

Fiona and owner Nora Pavone had a 
special reason for pursuing the club’s 
mark of canine comportment: Fiona 
spends her days comforting people at 
the Pavone family’s Brooklyn funeral 
home. 

“We wanted her to have proper man¬ 
ners when she’s meeting with so many 
different people ... for her to just be po¬ 
lite and gentle and always in control,” 
Pavone says. “To gently go up to some¬ 
one and nudge their hand when they 
just need her to be next to them.” 

The club introduced the canine good 
citizen title in 1989 to promote polite 
doggy behavior and responsible pet 
ownership. Purebred and mixed-breed 
dogs are eligible, at any age. 

They take a test that involves sitting, 
staying and coming when called, as 
well as walking through a crowd, being 
petted by a handler-approved stranger, 
and other behaviors. 

The designation has been embraced 
as a prerequisite for some therapy dog 
trainees, a requirement for canine resi¬ 
dents of some apartment buildings, a 
plus for homeowners’ insurance, and a 
qualification for exemption from breed- 
based bans or regulations in certain 
places. Some animal shelters prepare 
dogs to be “CGC ready” in hopes of at¬ 
tracting adopters. 

To Pavone, the good citizen title 
means funeral home visitors can feel 
confident her 18-month-old, 100-pound 
Bernese won’t jump up or get overly 


excited for the sober setting. Fiona 
passed the test in June, after classes 
and training at the Doggie Academy in 
Brooklyn. 

Pavone says the sweet-tempered, 
sensitive dog has brought solace, and 
some smiles, to grieving families and to 
staffers in what can be an emotionally 
draining job. Many more families than 


Pavone expected have asked to have 
Fiona with them, including at visita¬ 
tions, she says. 

“I love dogs, but I didn’t know how it 
would be perceived in this setting,” Pa¬ 
vone says. “But it seems like actually, 
this would be the place where it would 
be needed the most.” 



Reality TV stars 
indicted on tax 
evasion charges 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A federal grand jury in Atlanta on 
Tuesday indicted reality television stars Todd and 
Julie Chrisley on charges including tax evasion, al¬ 
leging among other things that they tried to hide 
their income from “Chrisley Knows Best” from the 
IRS. The 12-count indictment also accuses the pair 
of conspiracy, bank fraud and wire fraud. 

“The allegations contained in the indictment are 
based on complete falsehoods. 

The Chrisleys are innocent of 
all charges,” Chrisley attorneys 
Bruce H. Morris and Stephen 
Friedberg said in an emailed 
statement. 

Accountant Peter Tarantino, 

56, was charged in the indict¬ 
ment with conspiracy to defraud 
the United States and aiding the 
filing of a false tax return. 

“Chrisley Knows Best” fol¬ 
lows the tight-knit, boisterous Chrisley 
family living in the Nashville 
area. Much of the series emphasizes Todd Chrisley’s 
obsessive yet comedic efforts to keep tabs on three 
of his kids, two of whom are in their 20s, and his 
mother. 

The series has aired on USA for seven seasons 
and recently premiered a spinoff called “Growing 
Up Chrisley,” featuring his kids Chase and Savan¬ 
nah, who move to Los Angeles. Todd, 51, and Julie 
Chrisley, 46, also have a podcast called “Chrisley 
Confessions.” 

The family moved to Tennessee a few years ago, 
but the criminal charges stem from when they lived 
in Atlanta’s northern suburbs, U.S. Attorney Byung 
J. BJay Pak said. 

Todd Chrisley denied wrongdoing in a lengthy In- 
stagram post Monday, saying the charges stem from 
a dispute with a former employee who he said was 
fired after the Chrisleys discovered in 2012 that he 
was stealing from them. 

Pak said at a news conference Tuesday that he was 
aware of Chrisley’s post and that the former employ¬ 
ee is identified in the indictment as “Co-conspirator 
A.” Pak said Chrisley “directed the falsifying or cre¬ 
ation of false documents and directed Co-conspira- 
tor A to submit them” to banks. 

“Just because you’re rich and on a TV show doesn’t 
mean that the law is not going to come get you when 
you commit a federal crime,” Pak said. 
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Uonichinci' ihaiiqkpIic changes could weaken 

Vcllllolllllg IllUlldri/llo protections for the threatened butterfly 



Photos by Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Laura Moore displays a newly emerged monarch butterfly on her finger in her Greenbelt, Md., yard May 31. Despite efforts by 
Moore and other volunteers across the country, the butterfly is in trouble. 



A monarch butterfly is silhouetted suspended near its empty chrysalis soon after 
emeiging June 2 in Washington. 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 

Associated Press 

GREENBELT, Md. — Hand-raising 
monarch butterflies in the midst of a glob¬ 
al extinction crisis, Laura Moore and her 
neighbors gather round in her suburban 
Maryland yard to launch a butterfly newly 
emerged from its chrysalis. Eager to play 
his part, 3-year-old Thomas Powell flaps 
his arms and exclaims, “Fm flying! I’m 
flying!” 

Moore moves to release the hours-old 
monarch onto the boy’s outstretched finger, 
but the butterfly, its wings a vivid orange 
and black, has another idea. It banks away, 
beginning its new life up in the green shel¬ 
ter of a nearby tree. 

Monarchs are in trouble, despite efforts 
by Moore and countless other volunteers 
and organizations across the United States 
to nurture the beloved butterfly. The Trump 
administration’s new order weakening the 
Endangered Species Act could well make 
things worse for the monarch, one of more 
than 1 million species that are struggling 
around the globe. 

Rapid development and climate change 
are escalating the rates of species loss, ac¬ 
cording to a May United Nations report. For 
monarchs, farming and other human devel¬ 
opment have eradicated state-size swaths 
of native milkweed habitat, cutting the but¬ 
terfly’s numbers by 90% over the past two 
decades. 

With its count falling 99% to the low tens 
of thousands in the western United States 
last year, the monarch is now under govern¬ 
ment consideration for listing under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act. But if the Trump 
administration’s latest action survives 
threatened legal challenges, there will be 
sweeping changes to how the government 
provides protections, and which creatures 
receive them. 

Administration officials say the changes, 
expected to go into effect next month, will 
reduce regulation while still protecting ani¬ 
mals and plants. But conservation advocates 
and Democratic lawmakers say the over¬ 
haul will force more to extinction, delaying 
and denying protections. 

The administration will for the first time 
reserve the option to estimate and publicize 
the financial cost of saving a species in ad¬ 
vance of any decision on whether to do so. 
Monarchs compete for habitat with soybean 
and corn farmers, whose crops are valued 
in the low tens of billions of dollars annu¬ 
ally. For mountain caribou, sage grouse, 
the Humboldt marten in California’s old- 
growth redwoods and other creatures, it’s 
logging, oil and gas development, ranching, 
and other industry driving struggling spe¬ 
cies out of their ranges. 

Another coming change will end across- 
the-board protections for creatures newly 
listed as threatened. Conservation groups 
say that will leave them unprotected for 
months or years, as officials, conservation¬ 
ists and industries and landowners hash out 
each species’ survival plan, case by case. 

The rule also will limit consideration 
of threats facing a species to the “foresee¬ 
able” future, which conservation groups 
say allows the administration to ignore the 
growing harm of global warming. Along 
with farming, climate change is one of the 
main drivers of the monarch’s threatened 
extinction, disrupting an annual 3,000- 
mile migration synched to springtime and 
the blossoming of wildflowers. In 2002, a 
single wet storm followed by a freeze killed 
an estimated 450 million monarchs in their 
winter home in Mexico, piling wings inches 
deep on a forest floor. 

A decision on whether the monarch will 
be listed as threatened is expected by De¬ 
cember 2020. 


In the meantime, volunteers like Moore 
grow plants to feed and host the monarchs, 
nurture caterpillars, and tag and count 
monarchs on the insects’ annual migrations 
up and down America. 

For Moore, a tutor who has turned her 20- 
by-20-foot yard over to milkweed, fleabane 
and other butterfly nectar and host plants, 
the hope is that grass-roots efforts of thou¬ 
sands of volunteers loosely connected in 
wildlife organizations, schools, and Face- 
book groups will save the monarch, at least. 

“People having an interest in it might re¬ 
verse it. It’s encouraging,” said Moore, who 
also raises extra milkweed to give away. If 
the monarch can’t be saved, she said, “it 
would be kind of sad. What it would say 
about what we’re able to do.” 


Some animals — like a shy mountain 
caribou species that went extinct from the 
wild in the lower 48 states last winter, de¬ 
spite protection under the Endangered Spe¬ 
cies Act — struggle and disappear out of 
sight. Monarchs can serve as reminders of 
the others, says Karen Oberhauser, director 
of the University of Wisconsin Arboretum, 
and a conservation biologist who has stud¬ 
ied monarchs since 1984. That was before 
a boom in soybeans, corn and herbicide 
wiped out milkweed in pastures converted 
to row crops. 

“One of the reasons I think it’s so impor¬ 
tant to focus on monarch conservation is 
monarchs connect people to nature,” Ober¬ 
hauser said. “They’re beautiful, they’re im¬ 
pressive, people have seen them since we 


were children.” 

“If the changes that humans are caus¬ 
ing are leading to the decline of species 
that are as common as the monarchs, it’s 
scary,” Oberhauser said. “The environment 
is changing such a lot that monarchs are de¬ 
clining. And I think that doesn’t bode well 
for humans.” 

The Interior Department did not provide 
comment for this article about the plight of 
the monarch despite repeated requests. 

For farmer Nancy Kavazanjian, who in¬ 
cludes solar panels and patches of pollina¬ 
tor-friendly wildflowers amid her corn, 
soybean and wheat in Beaver Dam, Wis., 
“If we’re going to be sustainable, we have to 
pay the bills.” 

Should supporters win federal protec¬ 
tions for monarchs and their milkweed 
habitat, “the devil is in the details, isn’t it?” 
Kavazanjian said. “The wording and the en¬ 
forcement and you know, I mean, again, if 
invasive species meets endangered species, 
then what happens?” 

“We’re trying to do what we can,” said 
Richard Wilkins, a Delaware grower who 
shuns the federal farm habitat programs, 
but hopes that leaving what weeds and wild¬ 
flowers survive in hard-to-mow areas helps 
the wildlife. “I think you’ll find there’s lots 
of farmers” who feel that way. 

For Oberhauser, the Wisconsin biologist, 
“it’s really important here we not blame 
farmers.” 

“What we need instead of pointing fingers 
is, we need to make up for that,” as with the 
programs that pull unproductive lands out 
of farming and into set-aside patches for 
wildlife, she said. 

In the U.S. West, where monarchs spend 
the winter rather than migrate to Mexico, 
their numbers have plummeted from 4.5 
million in the 1980s to fewer than 30,000 
last winter. 

Tierra Curry, an Oregon-based senior 
scientist with the Center for Biological Di¬ 
versity conservation advocacy group, said 
because the monarch was once so com¬ 
mon, most people her age — early 40s 
— believe “there’s no way monarchs can be 
endangered.” 

But for her 14-year-old son, it’s already 
almost a post-monarch world. Despite the 
more than a dozen milkweed plants that the 
family plants in their yard, “we haven’t seen 
one yet,” she said. 


If the changes that humans are causing are leading 
to the decline of species that are as common as the 
monarchs, it’s scary. ... And I think that doesn’t bode 
well for humans. ^ 

Karen Oberhauser 

University of Wisconsin 
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Flights restart in Hong Kong after disruptions 



Vincent Thian/AP 

Travellers look at placards and posters placed by protesters at the airport in Hong Kong on Wednesday. 


Satellite photos appear to show 
Chinese APCs near Hong Kong 


Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Satellite photos show what ap¬ 
pear to be armored personnel carriers and other 
vehicles belonging to the China’s paramilitary 
People’s Armed Police parked in a sports com¬ 
plex in the city of Shenzhen, in what some have 
interpreted as a threat from Beijing to use in¬ 
creased force against pro-democracy protesters 
across the border in Hong Kong. 

The pictures collected on Monday by Maxar’s 
Worldview show 500 or more vehicles sitting on 
and around the soccer stadium at the Shenzhen 
Bay Sports Center just across the harbor from 
the Asian financial hub that has been rocked 
by more than two months of near-daily street 
demonstrations. 

Chinese state media have said only that the ex¬ 
ercises had been planned before hand and were 
not directly related to the unrest in Hong Kong, 
although they came shortly after the central gov¬ 
ernment in Beijing said the protests were begin¬ 


ning to show the “sprouts of terrorism.” 

President Donald Trump tweeted that U.S. in¬ 
telligence believes that the Chinese government 
is moving troops to its border with Hong Kong 
and that, “Everyone should be calm and safe!” 

Beijing has been apparently reluctant to send 
in police or army units from the mainland or to 
mobilize the People’s Liberation Army garrison 
in Hong Kong to quell the unrest. It’s seen as 
mindful of the devastating effect that would have 
both on the territory’s reputation as a safe and 
stable place to invest in, and as indication of the 
Communist Party’s failure to win over the hearts 
and minds of the city’s 7.3 million residents, 22 
years after the former British colony was handed 
over to China. 

It would also be a shocking reminder of the 
PLA’s bloody crackdown on pro-democracy dem¬ 
onstrations centered on Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square 30 years ago, which remains a taboo sub¬ 
ject in China but is memorialized with a massive 
rally and march each year in Hong Kong. 


By Vincent Thian 
AND Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

HONG KONG — Flights re¬ 
sumed at Hong Kong’s airport 
Wednesday after two days of dis¬ 
ruptions marked by outbursts of 
violence that highlight the hard¬ 
ening positions of pro-democracy 
protesters and the authorities in 
the semi-autonomous Chinese 
city. 

About three dozen protesters 
remained camped in the airport’s 
arrivals area a day after a mass 
demonstration and frenzied mob 
violence forced more than 100 
flight cancellations. Additional 
identification checks were in 
place, but check-in counters were 
open and flights appeared to be 
operating normally. 

Protesters spread pamphlets 
and posters across the floor in a 
section of the terminal but were 
not impeding travelers. Online, 
they also circulated letters and 
promotional materials apologiz¬ 
ing to travelers and the general 
public for inconveniences dur¬ 
ing the past five days of airport 
occupations. 

“It is not our intention to cause 
delays to your travels and we do 
not want to cause inconvenience 
to you,” said an emailed state¬ 
ment from a group of protesters. 
“We ask for your understanding 
and forgiveness as young people 
in Hong Kong continue to fight 
for freedom and democracy.” 

The airport’s management 
said it had obtained “an interim 
injunction to restrain persons 
from unlawfully and willfully ob¬ 
structing or interfering” with air¬ 
port operations. It said an area of 
the airport had been set aside for 
demonstrations, but no protests 
would be allowed outside the des¬ 
ignated area. 

The airport had closed check-in 
for remaining flights late Tuesday 
afternoon as protesters swarmed 
the terminal and blocked access 
to immigration for departing 
passengers. Those cancellations 
were in addition to 200 flights 
canceled on Monday. 

The airport disruptions have 
escalated a summer of demon¬ 
strations aimed at what many 
Hong Kong residents see as an in¬ 
creasing erosion of the freedoms 
they were promised in 1997 when 
Communist Party-ruled main¬ 
land China took over what had 
been a British colony. 

While Hong Kong’s crucial 
travel industry suffers mqjor 
losses, the city’s reputation as a 
well-regulated center for finance 


is also taking a hit. Some 21 coun¬ 
tries and regions have issued 
travel safety alerts for their citi¬ 
zens traveling to Hong Kong, say¬ 
ing protests have become more 
violent and unpredictable. 

The demonstrators are de¬ 
manding Hong Kong leader Car¬ 


rie Lam step down and scrap 
proposed legislation under which 
some suspects could be sent to 
mainland China, where critics say 
they could face torture and unfair 
or politically charged trials. 

Lam has rejected calls for dia¬ 
logue, saying Tuesday the pro¬ 


testers were threatening to push 
their home into an “abyss.” 

In a statement Wednesday, the 
Chinese Cabinet’s liaison office 
in Hong Kong said the protesters 
had “entirely ruptured legal and 
moral bottom lines” and would 
face swift and severe repercus¬ 


sions under Hong Kong’s legal 
system. 

“Their behavior shows extreme 
contempt for the law, seriously 
damages Hong Kong’s interna¬ 
tional image and deeply hurts the 
feelings of the broad masses of 
their mainland compatriots,” the 
statement said. 

Most of the protesters left the 
airport Tuesday after officers 
armed with pepper spray and 
swinging batons tried to enter 
the terminal, fighting with dem¬ 
onstrators who barricaded en¬ 
trances with luggage carts. Riot 
police clashed briefly with the 
demonstrators, leading to several 
injuries and prompting at least 
one officer to draw a handgun on 
his assailants. 

The burst of violence included 
protesters beating up at least two 
men they suspected of being un¬ 
dercover Chinese agents. Airport 
security appeared unable to con¬ 
trol the crowd, and paramedics 
later took both men away. Police 
have acknowledged using “decoy” 
officers, and some protesters over 
the weekend were seen being ar¬ 
rested by men dressed like dem¬ 
onstrators —in black and wearing 
face masks. 

Hu Xijin, editor-in-chief of the 
Global Times, identified one of 
the men as a journalist at the na¬ 
tionalistic Chinese tabloid. 

“Fu Guohao, reporter of GT 
website is being seized by demon¬ 
strators at HK airport,” Hu wrote 
on his Twitter account. “I affirm 
this man being tied in this video 
is the reporter himself He has no 
other task except for reporting.” 

Protesters on Wednesday apol¬ 
ogized that some of them had 
become “easily agitated and over¬ 
reacted.” On posters, the dem¬ 
onstrators said they have been 
“riddled with paranoia and rage” 
after discovering undercover po¬ 
lice officers in their ranks. 

Hong Kong police said they ar¬ 
rested five people for unlawful 
assembly, assaulting police of¬ 
ficers and possessing weapons. 
More than 700 protesters have 
been arrested in total since early 
June, mostly men in their 20s and 
30s, but also including women, 
teenagers and septuagenarians. 

Earlier this week, the central 
government in Beijing issued an 
ominous characterization of the 
protest movement as something 
approaching “terrorism” — a 
label it routinely applies to non¬ 
violent protests of government 
policies on the environment or in 
minority regions such as Xinjiang 
and Tibet. 


Beijing rejects request for 2 US Navy ships to visit Hong Kong 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

The Chinese government has denied 
two U.S. Navy vessels entry to Hong Kong 
for scheduled port calls as pro-democracy 
protests continue in that city. 

The amphibious dock ship USS Green 
Bay intended to make a visit on Saturday 
and the guided-missile cruiser USS Lake 


Erie planned to stop there later in Sep¬ 
tember, Cmdr. Nate Christensen, deputy 
spokesman for U.S. Pacific Fleet, told Stars 
and Stripes Wednesday in an email. 

The Green Bay is part of the Wasp Ex¬ 
peditionary Strike Group at Sasebo Naval 
Base, Japan. The Lake Erie is homeported 
in San Diego. 

Christensen directed to Beijing questions 
regarding why the request was denied. 


Last year, China barred the amphibious 
assault ship USS Wasp from a port call in 
Hong Kong in September, the result of an 
ongoing trade dispute between the United 
States and China. 

Subsequently, the aircraft carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan and guided-missile cruiser 
USS Chancellorsville paid visits to Hong 
Kong in November; in April, the U.S. Coast 
Guard cutter Bertholf made a port call 


there weeks after a transit of the Taiwan 
Strait. 

Christensen acknowledged the provi¬ 
sional nature of China’s denial of port calls 
by the Navy. 

“The US. Navy has a long track record 
of successful port visits to Hong Kong,” he 
said, “and we expect to continue them.” 

lopez.chr'iVt]an@stfipes.com 

Twitter: (I>CLopez_Stripes 
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Attendant dies amid global 
rise in measles outbreaks 


BY Morgan Krakow 
The Washington Post 

An Israeli flight attendant died after contracting 
measles and falling into a coma, Israeli media re¬ 
ported Tuesday, the latest incident amid growing 
measles outbreaks worldwide. 

More cases of the virus were reported in the first 
half of 2019 than in any other year since 2006, the 
World Health Organization announced Monday. 
Compared to this time last year, there have already 
been nearly three times more reported cases of mea¬ 
sles. While many of the measles outbreaks occurred 
in places with low vaccination rates, the WHO said, 
others occurred in nations that have high rates, re¬ 
sulting from “lack of access to quality healthcare 
or vaccination services, conflict and displacement, 
misinformation about vaccines, or low awareness 
about the need to vaccinate.” 

“The United States has reported its highest mea¬ 
sles case count in 25 years,” the WHO said in the 
announcement. 

The woman, a mother of three, is just the third 
death from measles in Israel in the past 15 years, ac¬ 
cording to the Times of Israel. In 2018 an 18-month- 
old child and an 82-year-old woman also died from 
the virus. 

In a statement to the Jewish Press, the airline, El 
Al, said that “the company is bowing its head over 
the death of a member of El Al’s aircrew. The com¬ 
pany will continue to act on the matter in accordance 
with the health ministry’s guidelines. Once the case 
became known, the company acted to vaccinate the 
company’s aircrews. The company shares the deep 
grief of the family and will continue to accompany 
the family.” 

The Washington Post reported on April 17 that 
the 43-year-old flight attendant had flown in late 
March on an El Al flight from New York’s John F. 
Kennedy International Airport to Israel and was 
later admitted to the hospital after developing en¬ 
cephalitis, a complication of the illness in which the 
brain swells. 

In early April, the Israeli Ministry of Health is¬ 
sued a warning that a March 26 flight from JFK into 
Israel had a measles patient on board, though it is 


not known whether the flight attendant contracted 
the virus while on the flight. In April, The Post re¬ 
ported that it appeared no one else on the flight had 
contracted measles. 

The Post also reported that the woman had been 
in a coma and public-health experts were unable to 
speak with her to verify her 
vaccine record. They were 
able to get in touch with her 
mother, who told officials that 
her daughter had received 
the required vaccines in 
childhood. 

But at the time, likely in 
the 1970s, the vaccine would 
have been a single dose. Is¬ 
rael now recommends that 
children receive one dose at 
12 months and another during 
first grade. 

The Israeli Ministry of 
Health considers people born 
between 1957 and 1977 as 
not immune or “partially im¬ 
mune” to measles, and recom¬ 
mends those traveling abroad 
to receive the necessary doses 
to protect against the virus. 

Both New York City and Israel have been fight¬ 
ing outbreaks amid anti-vaccine campaigns and 
misinformation. 

In Israel, instances of the virus have continued 
to show up primarily in the ultra-Orthodox Jewish 
communities. The Times of Israel reported. 

The Post’s Lena H. Sun reported earlier in August 
that New York health officials were working to sup¬ 
press the outbreak: 

“New York City’s outbreak began in October. By 
this spring, about 400 of the health department’s 
6,500 employees were working on the measles 
emergency. More than 31,000 doses of the measles, 
mumps and rubella vaccine have been given to indi¬ 
viduals in the heart of the outbreak. Since Septem¬ 
ber, at least 642 cases have been reported.” 

According to the WHO, “measles is almost entire¬ 
ly preventable with two doses of measles vaccine, a 
safe and highly effective vaccine.” 


More cases 
of the 
virus were 
reported 
in the first 
haif of 2019 
than in any 
other year 
since 2006, 
the Worid 
Heaith 
Organization 
said. 


Swedish court finds US rapper guilty 


By David Keyton 
Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — A Swedish 
court on Wednesday found Amer¬ 
ican rapper A$AP Rocky guilty 
of assault for his role in a June 
30 street brawl in Stockholm that 
drew the close attention of US. 
President Donald Trump. 

Though the 30-year-old rap¬ 
per, whose real name is Rakim 
Mayers, and his two bodyguards 
were found to have hit and kicked 
the victim during the brawl, the 
three defendants did not face the 
prospect of an immediate prison 
term and did not have to attend 
the verdict by the Stockholm Dis¬ 
trict Court. 

The court did sentence the 
three to “conditional sentences,” 
which means they face no prison 
sentence in Sweden unless they 
commit a similar offense in the 
country again. 

The three, who were released 
Aug. 2 pending the verdict and 
returned to the U.S., have been or¬ 
dered to a pay a total of $1,310 in 
compensation to the victim. 

The artist had pleaded self- 


defense and said he had tried to 
avoid a confrontation with the two 
men who he claimed were per¬ 
sistently following his entourage. 
One of them picked a fight with 
one of Mayers’ two bodyguards, 
the rapper told during the court 
proceedings. 

The court 
said the de¬ 
fendants 
“were not 

in a situa¬ 
tion where 
they were 
entitled to 
self-defense.” 

“In an 

overall as¬ 
sessment the 
court finds 
that the as¬ 
sault has not been of such a seri¬ 
ous nature that a prison sentence 
must be chosen,” the court said. 

This sort of sentencing is in line 
with other cases in Sweden. 

During the trial, prosecutors 
played video footage that showed 
the rapper throwing a young man 
to the ground. 

Though the victim, Mustafa 


Jafari, 19, was struck in the back 
of the head with a bottle, presid¬ 
ing judge Per Lennerbrant said 
it could “not be established by 
whom” and this inability “affected 
the assessment of the seriousness 
of the crime.” 

Slobodan Jovicic, Mayers’ 
Swedish defense lawyer was “dis¬ 
appointed” by the verdict and said 
he had been looking for “a com¬ 
plete acquittal.” 

The case drew the attention of 
American celebrities and Mayers’ 
fellow recording artists, including 
Sean “Diddy” Combs and Justin 
Bieber. A social media campaign, 
#JusticeForRocky, has been 
pressing for his release. 

The issue also became a topic of 
U.S.-Swedish diplomatic spat. 

U.S. President Trump inter¬ 
vened on behalf of the rapper 
while he was jailed, and called 
Swedish Prime Minister Stefan 
Lofven, offering to personally 
guarantee his bail, but the Swed¬ 
ish leader said he couldn’t inter¬ 
fere in a legal case. Trump later 
cheered the release of Mayers and 
his bodyguards. 



A$AP Rocky 


_L 

Canterbury Museum/AP 

This illustration provided by the Canterbury Museum shows the 
approximate height of a giant penguin next to a human being. 

Scientists: Monster 
penguin once swam 
New Zealand oceans 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— Scientists in New Zealand said 
Wednesday they’ve found fossil¬ 
ized bones from an extinct mon¬ 
ster penguin that was about the 
size of an adult human and swam 
the oceans some 60 million years 
ago. 

They said the previously un¬ 
discovered species is believed to 
have stood about 5 feet 2 inches 
tall and weighed up to 176 pounds. 
It’s believed to have been one of 
several species of giant penguins 
that thrived soon after dinosaurs 
died out. 

The findings were pub¬ 
lished this week in “Alcherin- 
ga: An Australasian Journal of 
Palaeontology.” 

Paul Scofield, a co-author of 
the paper and senior curator at 
the Canterbury Museum, said the 
discovery is significant because 
the species is similar to another 
giant penguin found in Antarc¬ 
tica in 2000 and helps show a con¬ 
nection between the two regions 
during the Paleocene Epoch. 

He said that following the ex¬ 
tinction of dinosaurs, marine rep¬ 
tiles and gigantic fish, it seemed 
there was an evolutionary oppor¬ 
tunity for penguins to thrive and 
grow in size. 

“The oceans were ripe for the 
picking with the lack of mega 
predators,” Scofield said. “It 
looks like what was going on was 
that penguins were just starting 
to exploit that niche.” 

But he said the giant penguins 
themselves became extinct with¬ 
in 30 million years as large ma¬ 
rine mammals began ruling the 
waters. 

The monster penguins, named 
Crossvallia waiparensis, would 
have been about twice the weight 
and 1 foot taller than the largest 
type of penguins alive today, em¬ 
peror penguins. 

Scofield said the leg bones indi¬ 
cated the monster penguin’s feet 
may have played a bigger role in 
swimming than is the case with 
penguins today. 



The fossil, a tarsometatarsus, 
left, is displayed Wednesday 
next to a similar bone for an 
Emperor Penguin. 

New Zealand is believed to have 
been the site of many gigantic 
birds that later became extinct, 
including the world’s largest par¬ 
rot, a giant eagle and an emu-like 
bird called the moa. Scientists say 
the lack of predators allowed such 
birds to thrive. 

The monster penguin’s bones, 
from its legs and feet, were found 
by amateur enthusiast Leigh 
Love about 18 months ago in the 
Waipara River bed near the South 
Island city of Christchurch. 

Love said he spotted the frag¬ 
ments in an eroding bank. 

“It wasn’t until I got the fossils 
home and did a little preparation 
that I realized I had something 
completely different than what 
had been found before,” he said. 

Ewan Fordyce, a paleontology 
professor from the University of 
Otago who wasn’t involved in the 
research, said the penguin was 
among the oldest ever found. He 
said one challenge was trying to 
determine the overall size of the 
birds from skeleton fragments, 
but added that it was a challenge 
everybody in the field faced. 

The monster penguin’s bones 
were analyzed by Scofield and 
Vanesa De Pietri, another Can¬ 
terbury Museum curator, along 
with German paleontologist 
Gerald Mayr. The scientists say 
they have discovered other new 
penguin species at the remark¬ 
able site, which they haven’t yet 
finished researching. 
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Elias Funez, The (Grass Valley, Calif.) Union/AP 

Bang-up crew 

Pit crew members of the No. 11 car driven by Mark Cabral work with a welder under the derby car in order to get it ready for the final heat 
at the Destruction Derby at the Nevada County Fair in Grass Valley, Calif. Cabral won first place in his heat as well as winning the Mad Dog 
award for being the most aggressive driver. 

THE CENSUS 

gm m m The approximate number of text messages a Florida man 

T ■ ■ AK sent a woman over 12 days. Broward County Sheriff’s of- 
M W VW ficials said many of the texts sent by Nicholas Nelson, 48, 

" were sexually explicit and threatening. An arrest affidavit 
said the woman knows Nelson through a friend but had rarely spoken to him when 
the texts began arriving April 5. Nelson was being held on $500,000 bond on 
aggravated stalking charges. 


Man admits putting 
camera in bathroom 

ly I NEWTON — A New 
S Jersey man admitted 
installing a hidden camera in his 
neighbor’s bathroom in hopes of 
videotaping a 13-year-old nude. 

Joseph Rebisz, 56, of New¬ 
ton pleaded guilty to crimi¬ 
nal attempt/endangering by 
photographing or filming a child 
in a prohibited sexual act or in the 
simulation of such an act. 

Under terms of a plea agree¬ 
ment, he will undergo an evalua¬ 
tion and register as a sex offender 
under Megan’s Law. 

Rebisz had a copy of his neigh¬ 
bor’s key to take care of their dogs 
when they were away. 

The camera was discovered be¬ 
fore Rebisz captured any images 
of the teen. 

High school cancels 
football season 

BLAND—A school dis- 
w r\ trict in southwest Vir¬ 
ginia canceled its football season 
because it doesn’t have enough 
willing players. 

The Roanoke Times reported 
that Bland County High School 
canceled its varsity and junior 
varsity schedules for the upcom¬ 
ing school year. 

Bland assistant principal and 
athletic director Tyler Eastep 
said officials made the decision 
when the team’s membership 
dropped below 10. He said he is 
unsure if there will be a team for 
the 2020 season. 

Naked suspected burglar 
rescued from chimney 

LOS ANGELES — 

Firefighters rescued a 
naked man accused of burglary 
after he got stuck in the chimney 
of a Los Angeles-area home. 

KNBC-TV reported Portia 
Woffard discovered the man after 
she heard strange noises coming 
from the Ladera Heights house 
across the street from her home. 

Woffard said the man claimed 
he was in the chimney because 
somebody laced his drugs and 
people were trying to kill him. 

Firefighters responded and 
pulled him out of the chimney. 

Authorities said the man ran 
into the Ladera Heights neighbor¬ 
hood after he broke into a home in 
Culver City. 

Man arrested after 
many tires slashed 

ly ^ CAPE HATTERAS 
Plw NATIONAL SEA¬ 
SHORE — Park rangers said au¬ 
thorities caught a man slashing 
tires on the Outer Banks after at 
least a dozen vehicles had similar 
punctures this year. 

The National Park Service is¬ 
sued a news release saying that 
a 62-year-old man was arrested 
after authorities saw him punc¬ 
turing tires on a Jeep Cherokee 
at the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. 

He was only identified as a resi¬ 
dent of East Lake. 

This year, at least 66 tires have 
been slashed at parking lots at the 
seashore, as well as more vehicles 


elsewhere. Most of the vandal¬ 
ized vehicles were sport-utility 
models, with many being Jeep 
Wranglers. 

Man accused of faking 
death pleads guilty 

^ I BIRMINGHAM — An 
Alabama man accused 
of faking his death and fleeing to 
Thailand to avoid trial on child 
sex charges pleaded guilty to 
other charges. 

News outlets reported Jackson 
Matthew Hall, 28, entered the 
plea to Social Security fraud and 
aggravated identity theft. 

A US. Attorney’s Office state¬ 
ment said Hall was set to appear 
in court in 2016 on charges of 
child abuse, first-degree rape and 
first-degree sodomy of a child 
younger than 12. 

It said he used another person’s 
identity to obtain a Social Securi¬ 
ty card, driver’s license and US. 
passport, and faked his death be¬ 
fore fleeing the country. 

Masked man throwing 
object Incites panic 

T’y HOUSTON — Hun- 
I VV dreds of panicked 
people rushed out of a Houston 
mall after a masked man jumped 
on a food court table and said he 
would kill himself before throw¬ 
ing down an unknown object cov¬ 
ered in toilet paper. 

Houston police were searching 


for the masked man, who they said 
left Memorial City Mall amid the 
chaos. Police said he could face a 
terroristic threats charge. 

Police said two people at the 
Houston mall suffered minor in¬ 
juries in the crowd. 

Traffic stop nets arrest 
and a live grenade 

PI ARCADIA — A Florida 
m L man was in custody 
after telling narcotics officers 
during a traffic stop that he had a 
live grenade. 

The DeSoto County Sheriff’s 
Office called in a bomb squad 
from a neighboring county to 
disarm the explosive after taking 
Donald Reid Jr. into custody. 

Reid was arrested and charged 
with multiple counts of posses¬ 
sion of firearms and ammunition 
by a convicted felon. 

Photos posted by the sheriff’s 
office on Facebook showed a 
cache of weapons, including a pis¬ 
tol, rifle and what the authorities 
described as an M67 grenade. 


House fire kills about 
60 pet snakes 

1^ P DOVER — A fire de- 
partment official said 
dozens of pet snakes died when 
a blaze ripped through a home in 
Delaware. 

The Delaware News Journal 
reported that no people were in¬ 
jured in the fire. 

The homeowner told firefight¬ 
ers that approximately 60 snakes 
were in the house. All of them 
were believed to be dead. 

Deputy Chief Michael O’Connor 
Jr. of the Dover Fire Department 
said the snakes were kept in bed¬ 
rooms throughout the house. 

Toy run draws more 
than 300 riders 

WT MONTPELIER—More 
w I than 300 motorcycle 
riders took part in the 33rd an¬ 
nual Toy Run over the weekend. 

The event, organized by Unit¬ 
ed Motorcyclists of Vermont, is 


aimed at collecting toys to be do¬ 
nated to children in nine Shriners 
Hospitals. 

The Times Argus reported that 
a total of 344 bikers turned out for 
the event, which followed a route 
from Berlin to the State House in 
Montpelier. They came from as 
far away as New York and Maine. 
Many had stuffed toys strapped 
to their handlebars. They also 
raised money. 

Famed restaurant 
Glnopolls will close 

1^ I DETROIT — A subur- 
I w 11 ban Detroit restaurant 
that once counted Elizabeth Tay¬ 
lor and Muhammad Ali among 
its diners is serving up its final 
meals. 

The Detroit Free Press re¬ 
ported that Ginopolis Restau¬ 
rant in Farmington Hills will 
close on Aug. 17 after nearly four 
decades. 

Co-owner Johnny Ginopolis, 
77, said “it was time to move on” 
after he and his younger brother, 
Pete Ginopolis, had operated the 
restaurant since 1982. 

Photographs lining its walls 
commemorate the many celeb¬ 
rities who dined there over the 
decades. 

The restaurant building will be 
torn down and replaced with an 
assisted living center. 

From wire reports 
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Greer 'Driven’ 
to movie role 



Art Garcia, Sipa USA/TNS 


Judy Greer attends the premiere of “Driven” in Hollywood, Calif., on July 29. Greer is known for playing 
a wide range of roles in films such as “Ant-Man” and television shows such as “Arrested Development.” 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

Judy Greer’s latest two projects 
are at the opposite ends of the act¬ 
ing scale. She stars in the based- 
on-a-true-story film “Driven,” 
out Friday, and then can be seen 
in the second season of the Show¬ 
time series “Kidding” when it 
returns Nov. 3. One is about a 
genius who reaches too far, the 
other about a genius who’s losing 
his grip. 

“Driven” is set in the early 
1980s when the automobile 
world’s mastermind, John De- 
Lorean (Lee Pace), is trying to 
make his dream car a reality. 
When Delorean Motor Company 
begins to face massive financial 
problems, DeLorean turns to 
some questionable people to help 
save the business. The despera¬ 
tion leads DeLorean to a plan to 
get involved with drug traffick¬ 
ing. What DeLorean doesn’t know 
is the plan is a sting operation by 
the FBI pitched by informant Jim 
Hoffman (Jason Sudeikis). 

Greer, who plays Hoffman’s 
wife, Ellen, recognizes the differ¬ 
ences between the acting jobs but 
knows there is something similar 
about both. 

“I always feel a little bit like 
my roles are a part of me,” Greer 
says. “I do see my characters in a 
little graph where I can see how 
this led to that. I can see where 


I played this scene one way and 
today I would play it differently.” 

Ellen Hoffman is a don’t-ask, 
don’t-tell kind of ’80s housewife. 
She’s smart enough to know the 
lifestyle they are living is beyond 
their means but prefers not to 
know the details. 

On “Kidding,” Greer portrays 
Jill, the ex-wife of Jeff/Mr. Pick¬ 
les (Jim Carrey), the iconic host 
of a children’s television show. 
The dark comedy swirls around 
Mr. Pickles and those around him 
with serious emotional and men¬ 
tal problems. The second season 
will focus on the healing process 
for everyone in the show. 

“In Season 1, my character 
was focused on her autonomy and 
separating herself from the Pick¬ 
les kingdom,” Greer says. “In this 
season, she’s starting to come to 
terms with what that means. I 
feel she’s having a harder time 
understanding who she is sepa¬ 
rated from the Pickles family. 

“She’s experiencing some 
times when she is questioning if 
she is making the right decision 
or not. She’s fighting for Jeff to 
have some experience of pain and 
loss like she has. In Season 2, as 
he’s starting to do that, she feels a 
softness and a love for him.” 

Where her “Driven” charac¬ 
ter preferred to be in the dark, 
Greer’s “Kidding” character 
pushes hard to gather as much 
information as possible. The 


knowledge will help Jill get to the 
healing process she needs. 

“So one character wants to be 
dumb and happy, and the other 
character wants to shine light 
on the situations and problems,” 
Greer says. 

That Greer is playing two such 
varying roles is not a change for 
her, as the Detroit native has tack¬ 
led a wide range in her career, 
including “Ant-Man,” “Arrested 
Development,” “Planet of the 
Apes,” “Jurassic World,” “Two 
and a Half Men,” “The Descen¬ 
dants” and “It’s Always Sunny 
in Philadelphia.” Greer has also 
worked as a voice actor with the 


role of Cheryl Tunt on the ani¬ 
mated series “Archer.” 

If you ask Greer which role is 
her favorite, the answer is always 
the same. Her heart belongs to 
the job she’s currently doing, as 
she finds the character stays with 
her whether it is on set or while 
grocery shopping. 

And if asked to pick between 
doing movies like “Driven” or a 
TV series like “Kidding,” Greer 
has equal love for both. She likes 
how movies let her know the 
beginning, middle and end for 
a character but enjoys equally 
the fun of taking on a series 
role where there is more time to 


work on showing the character’s 
growth. 

As soon as Greer read the 
script for “Driven” she knew it 
was a part she wanted because 
the character was unlike any¬ 
thing else she has played before, 
particularly because it’s based on 
a real person. Generally actors 
have extra concerns about tak¬ 
ing on a role based in reality, but 
Greer had no such hesitations. 
She knows the real Ellen Hoff¬ 
man is in a witness protection 
program, so there is almost no 
chance she will be hearing from 
her if the performance isn’t to her 
liking. 


Lizzo’s 2-year-old song still has shot at Grammy nomination 


Associated Press 

Lizzo’s “Truth Hurts” is two 
years old, but the song has a 
chance at the 2020 Grammy 
Awards. 

Typically older songs that be¬ 
come hits long after their ini¬ 
tial release — from Pharrell’s 
“Happy” to John Legend’s “All of 
Me” — can compete at the Gram- 
mys when a live version of the 
song, released during the current 
Grammys eligibility period, is 
submitted. 

“Truth Hurts,” which was re¬ 
leased as a stand-alone single in 
2017, qualifies for the 2020 Gram¬ 
mys because the song was never 
submitted for contention in the 
Grammys process and it appears 
on an album released during the 
eligibility period for the upcom¬ 
ing show. Songs and albums re¬ 
leased from Oct. 1, 2018 through 
Aug. 31, 2019 qualify for next 
year’s awards, and “Truth Hurts” 
appears on the deluxe edition of 
her album “Cuz I Love You,” re¬ 
leased this year. 

The platinum-selling “Truth 
Hurts” has peaked at No. 4 on the 
all-genre Billboard Hot 100 chart. 
It has reached at No. 2 on the Hot 
R&B/Hip-Hop songs and Hot rap 
songs charts, respectively. 

Normally if an artist submitted 
an older song — that appeared on 



Richard Shotwell, Invision/AP 


Lizzo’s breakthrough hit, “Truth 
Hurts,” was released in 2017. 

an older album — it would not be 
allowed into the Grammys’ pro¬ 
cess. But “Truth Hurts” has the 
go-ahead, and its fate will be de¬ 
cided when the Recording Acade¬ 
my and a group of music industry 
players meet in September at 
an annual gathering to choose 
what makes it on the ballot, what 
genres certain songs belong to, 
who really qualifies for best new 
artist and more. 

A representative for the Gram¬ 
mys didn’t reply to an email seek¬ 
ing comment. 


Domingo praised 
in wake of allegations 

Two Spanish sopranos came 
out in defense of tenor Placido 
Domingo following an Associ¬ 
ated Press story in which numer¬ 
ous women accused the opera 
legend of sexual harassment and 
inappropriate behavior spanning 
decades. 

Spain’s Europa Press news 
agency on Wednesday quoted 
Spanish soprano Davinia Rodri¬ 
guez as saying she “never felt the 
least indication of what they ac¬ 
cuse the maestro of.” 

She says Domingo always “has 
shown me, and each and every 
one of my colleagues and theater 
workers, from the most senior po¬ 
sition to the least, the maximum 
of his respect, with the humble¬ 
ness and generosity that charac¬ 
terizes him.” 

Pilar Jurado expressed similar 
thoughts. She says “it’s compli¬ 
cated because I don’t know what 
other people have experienced.” 
But she adds “what I can say is that 
his relationship with me has been 
that of a perfect gentleman.” 

Rep for K-pop stars 
says break will be brief 

A representative for K-pop su¬ 


perstar group BTS said the boy 
band is taking a break, but it will 
be brief. 

A rep for BTS told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Tuesday that the 
seven-member group will take a 
“well-deserved vacation.” It was 
recently reported that BTS will 
head on an “extended” hiatus, but 
the group’s rep said that’s not the 
case. 

BTS’ agency. Big Hit Enter¬ 
tainment, said a concert Sunday 
in Seoul was the group’s last 
scheduled performance before 
the group take “vacations” for the 
first time since their 2013 debut. 

The agency didn’t say when 
BTS will start performing again. 

Other news 

■ Former Disney kid Bella 
Thorne is making her directorial 
debut — on Pornhub. The actress, 
author and musician joined the 
pom site’s Visionaries Director’s 
Series with “Her & Him,” also to 
be shown at The Odenburg Film 
Festival in Germany from Sept. 
11 to Sept. 15. Her film, featuring 
a very large knife along with, well, 
pom, tells the Romeo and Juliet- 
like story of two star-crossed lov¬ 
ers, said Pornhub vice president 
Corey Price in a statement. 


■ Lil Nas X, Lizzo and Shawn 
Mendes are set to perform at the 
MTV Video Music Awards. MTV 
announced Tuesday that Bad 
Bunny, Camila Cabello, J Balvin 
and Rosalia also will take on Aug. 
26 at the Prudential Center in 
Newark, N.J. Ariana Grande and 
Taylor Swift, who was previously 
announced as a performer, scored 
the most nominations. They are 
competing for 10 prizes. 

■ Authorities have made an 
arrest in an attack on comedian 
Andy Dick outside a New Orleans 
nightclub where he had per¬ 
formed. In a news release. New 
Orleans police spokesman Aaron 
Looney said David Hale, 46, was 
arrested Wednesday and booked 
on suspicion of second-degree 
battery and simple battery. 

■ Liam Hemsworth is wishing 
his wife, Miley Cyrus, “nothing 
but health and happiness” after 
Cyrus’ representative announced 
the couple’s separation. Hems¬ 
worth posted on Instagram on 
Monday confirming the separa¬ 
tion and saying he won’t be mak¬ 
ing comments to “any journalists 
or media outlets.” A representa¬ 
tive for Cyrus says the couple 
decided a break was best while 
they focus on “themselves and 
careers” after less than a year of 
marriage. 
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OPINION _ 

The problem with the ‘superbug’ label 


By Drs. Neil S. Greenspan 
AND Arturo Casadevall 
Special to The Baltimore Sun 

B acterial drug resistance is a 
m^or public health problem that 
potentially affects all of us. Using 
accurate language is necessary to 
keep the public optimally informed about 
this important threat. 

In reporting on the problem of bacterial 
resistance to antibiotics, journalists often 
refer to the microbes in question as “bugs” 
with the modifier “super” used as a pre¬ 
fix. We view this choice of terminology as 
deeply unsatisfactory for several reasons. 

It is almost never specified what extent 
of drug resistance meets the threshold 
of “super.” For a given bacterial strain to 
merit a superlative, how many antibiot¬ 
ics must be resisted? Are two antibiotics 
enough, or does the use of the modifier 
require resistance to three or more? How 
strong does the resistance have to be in 
terms of the antibiotic concentrations that 
can be tolerated? Yes, resistance is not all- 
or-none, it is a quantitative attribute that 
is assessed in terms of the lowest effective 
drug concentration. 

Sometimes, although not always, when 
the relevant antibiotics are absent, bacte¬ 
rial strains with a multitude of drug resis¬ 
tance mechanisms are less able to survive 
and reproduce than strains that lack those 
mechanisms. This means that some resis¬ 
tant organisms are “super” only in the hos¬ 
pital wards where antibiotics are used and 
less fit elsewhere. Would Superman have 
seemed very “super” if he were more capa¬ 
ble and more powerful than mere humans 
only in the setting of a hospital room? 
Bacterial strains that possess several 


mechanisms for inhibiting the effects of 
antibiotics may not necessarily be more 
capable of damaging infected individu¬ 
als. This capacity to cause tissue damage 
and loss of function is known as virulence. 
One might assume that a super pathogen 
would be more virulent, but the infectious 
agents being called “super” are sometimes 
only about the same or even less capable of 
causing harm than other strains that are 
easier to treat. 

A related point is that some of the bacte¬ 
ria that are resistant to multiple drugs are 
primarily a threat to individuals with im¬ 
mune systems that are functionally defi¬ 
cient in one or more respects. These same 
pathogens are not a m^or threat to health¬ 
ier people with better immune function. 
Truly “super” pathogens should threaten 
everyone in a human population, not just 
the physiologically weaker members. 

Perhaps “bugs” is not as objectionable 
as “super,” but it is still less than satisfac¬ 
tory. This term has a variety of possible 
meanings and typically no explicit effort 
is made to clarify which of these are rel¬ 
evant. In addition to referring to micro¬ 
scopic infectious agents, “bugs” can also 
refer to insects or other small creatures, 
not to mention software glitches. These 
other “bugs” (especially certain insects) 
can, in some cases, transmit disease-caus¬ 
ing microorganisms and can also exhibit 
resistance to chemicals used to kill them, 
such as the mosquitoes that transmit ma¬ 
laria parasites. Even if we ignore this pos¬ 
sible source of confusion and assume it is 
always clear that microscopic organisms 
are at issue, it is not clear that “bugs” re¬ 
fers solely to bacteria and not viruses or 
other pathogens. 

So, what criteria should we use to decide 


what terms are better suited to the task of 
referring to bacteria that exhibit resistance 
to multiple drugs? Two criteria are: 1) the 
words used should accurately describe the 
bacterial attribute under consideration, 
i.e. drug resistance, and 2) they should not 
foster unreliable inferences about other at¬ 
tributes of these same microbes. Microbial 
drug resistance is definitely a critical vari¬ 
able influencing clinical outcomes but not 
the only one. 

Fortunately, there are already more 
accurate if slightly longer formulations. 
The simplest formulation is “drug-resis¬ 
tant bacteria” or variations on that word¬ 
ing that replace “drug” with “antibiotic” 
or “therapy” and substitute “microbe” or 
“pathogen” for “bacteria.” 

More informative wording, already 
used for drug-resistant mycobacterium 
tuberculosis, if properly applied, refers to 
multidrug-resistant (MDR) or extensively 
drug-resistant (XDR) bacteria that, re¬ 
spectively, exhibit resistance to multiple 
antibiotics or to all or most relevant antibi¬ 
otics. MDR and XDR describe the relevant 
traits without eliciting unreliable infer¬ 
ences about traits that are not necessarily 
related to drug resistance. 

Anyone could one day be at risk of dis¬ 
ease caused by these agents. More accu¬ 
rate language in reporting on this medical 
and public health challenge can therefore 
benefit everyone. 

Dr. Neil S. Greenspan is a professor of pathology 
at Case Western Reserve University and senior 
editor of the open access journal “Pathogens and 
Immunity.” Dr. Arturo Casadevall is professor 
and chairman of the Department of Molecular 
Microbiology and Immunology at the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Heaith. 


Vets closer to better prostate cancer tests, treatment 


By Dr. Leonard Gomella 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

V eterans are a higher risk group 
because of their sacrifices to 
protect our nation. Among pa¬ 
tients at Department of Veterans 
Affairs facilities, prostate cancer accounts 
for over 31% of all cancer diagnoses, which 
is no surprise if you know the prevalence 
— 200,000 veterans are survivors and an 
estimated 12,000 new patients are diag¬ 
nosed annually. 

Thankfully, there has been significant 
innovation in improving early detection of 
cancer. The use of advanced genomic tests 
is helping better determine a veteran’s risk 
of harboring undetected prostate cancer. 

A prostate biopsy is the only way a doc¬ 
tor is able to diagnose prostate cancer. The 
procedure requires a physician to use a 
needle biopsy tool to remove 12 small pros¬ 
tate samples through the patient’s rectum. 
However, since less than 1% of the prostate 
is biopsied, there is a possibility the biopsy 
needle simply missed cancer cells, which 
happens in about 25% to 35% of biopsies. 
Understandably, the possibility of missed 
cancer is stressful for men and their 
doctor. 

Most men will die with prostate cancer 
rather than of prostate cancer. Even if 
prostate cancer is detected, it may be best 
for the patient to live with the disease if it 
is the non-aggressive form. Active surveil¬ 
lance, the process of monitoring rather 
than treating non-aggressive cancer, may 
be recommended when the risks or side 
effects of cancer treatment (like surgery 
and radiation) outweigh their potential 
benefits. 

Fortunately, the rapid evolvement of ge¬ 


nomic testing is allowing urologists to de¬ 
tect cancer significantly earlier and make 
treatment decisions with more confidence. 
These tests can identify changes in DNA to 
confirm or rule out a suspected condition, 
such as cancer, or help determine a per¬ 
son’s risk of aggressive disease that needs 
to be treated right away. Precision medi¬ 
cine gives us — that is, both urologists and 
our patients — more information to make 
better clinical decisions. 

While all of this innovation is incred¬ 
ible, it’s important for veterans to advocate 
for their health and the adoption of these 
tools by health systems, including the Vet¬ 
erans Health Administration. Some of the 
VHA’s biggest concerns — long wait times, 
cost, quality of care — can be addressed 
with the uptake of genomic testing. Given 
the significant number of veteran pros¬ 
tate cancer survivors, one of the biggest 
issues is overtreatment of non-aggressive 
prostate cancer. Urologists sometimes di¬ 
agnose and overtreat men with slow-grow¬ 
ing, non-aggressive cancer, which will 
likely never impact the patient’s daily life 
or health, who then undergo unnecessary 
treatment with unpleasant side effects. 

VHA urologists now have access to bet¬ 
ter tools — there are currently many ge¬ 
nomic tests for prostate cancer available to 
federal government health care providers 
including ConfirmMDx, SelectMDx, On- 
cotypeDx and Prolaris. 

For the second year in a row, the House 
Appropriations subcommittee on Military 
Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Relat¬ 
ed Agencies has directly encouraged the 
VHA to increase the use of prostate can¬ 
cer biomarkers, particularly to address the 
common concern of false-negative biop¬ 
sies, in its appropriations bill in both 2020 


and 2019. This guidance from Congress 
opens the door for the use of precision 
medicine in VHA settings. Unfortunately, 
the widespread adoption of genomic tests 
in the VHA has been slow. 

If prostate cancer is detected early, the 
five-year survival rate is nearly 100%. 
However, the five-year survival rate drops 
to 30% if the cancer has metastasized. 
Let’s face it — men often forget to priori¬ 
tize their health, so getting fast, accurate 
results to drive down repeat appointments 
is critical to the health outcomes of thou¬ 
sands of veterans each year. 

Urologists are unified behind one goal: 
to limit and ultimately eliminate the risk of 
death from prostate cancer by using preci¬ 
sion medicine to identify men who are at an 
increased risk for developing aggressive, 
life-threatening forms of prostate cancer 
that need treatment. 

For the largest integrated health care 
system in the U.S., change isn’t easy. How¬ 
ever, with Congress recognizing the ben¬ 
efits of genomic tests and making these 
recommendations, we need to support the 
VHA in using these cost-efficient, life-sav¬ 
ing tests. Veterans at risk of prostate can¬ 
cer can be their own best advocates, and 
I encourage them to ask their physicians 
about genetic testing, no matter where 
they are on their prostate cancer diagnosis 
journey. 

Dr. Leonard Gomella is the Bernard W. Godwin Jr. 
Professor of Prostate Cancer and Chairman of 
the Department of Urology at Jefferson Medical 
College in Philadelphia. He is also associate 
director for clinical affairs for the Sidney Kimmel 
Cancer Center at Jefferson and urology chairman 
for Radiation Therapy Oncology Group, serving as 
lead urology investigator on multiple national 
trials. Dr. Gomella is a paid adviser for MDxHealth. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

CBS, Viacom reunite for streaming battle 



CBS and Viacom said Tuesday they will reunite, bringing together their networks and the Paramount 
movie studio as traditional media giants bulk up to challenge streaming companies like Netflix. 


By Mae Anderson 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The newly 
combined ViacomCBS will invest 
in more movies and TV shows 
and try to sell more advertising 
as it seeks to become a bigger 
player in the growing business of 
streaming video. 

Yet the bigger company still 
might not be big enough to be 
competitive, as larger rival Dis¬ 
ney launches its own service in 
November and streaming pioneer 
Netflix spends even more on orig¬ 
inal shows and movies. 

That isn’t stopping Viacom 
CEO Bob Bakish, who will lead 
the combined company, to de¬ 
clare that ViacomCBS will be 
“one of only a few companies with 
the breadth and depth of content 
and reach to shape the future of 
our industry.” 

CBS and Viacom, which 
separated in 2006, announced 
their long-anticipated reunion 
Tuesday. 

Viacom owns the Paramount 
Pictures movie studio and pay 
TV channels such as Comedy 
Central, MTV and BET, while 
CBS has a broadcast network, 
television stations. Showtime and 
a stake in The CW over-the-air 
network. 

CBS was one of the first media 
companies to launch its own 
streaming service, CBS All Ac¬ 
cess. The $6-a-month service 
now has a new “Star Trek” series, 
a revival of “The Twilight Zone” 
and archives of old and current 
broadcast shows. 

Now, Disney, Comcast’s NBCU- 
niversal and AT&T’s WarnerMe- 
dia are jumping in with their own 
services as well to challenge Net¬ 
flix, Amazon, Google and other 
tech companies encroaching into 
entertainment. To expand its li¬ 


brary, Disney bought Fox’s en¬ 
tertainment businesses for $71 
billion in March, while DirecTV 
owner AT&T bought Time War¬ 
ner last year for $81 billion. 

Acting CBS CEO Joe lanniello, 
who will head the CBS business in 
the combined company, said in a 
call with analysts that the compa¬ 
ny might add content from Nick¬ 
elodeon, BET, MTV and Comedy 
Central to CBS All Access and 
Paramount movies to Showtime. 
CBS’ ad-supported CBSSports 
HQ and ET Live could be added 
to Pluto TV. 

And the company hopes to beef 
up its international offerings. 

“The combined company will 
have the best of both worlds, pre¬ 
mium U.S. programming that 
seamlessly travels across borders 
and hundreds of thousands of 


hours of locally produced inter¬ 
national programming, all avail¬ 
able with the click of a button,” he 
said. 

Once the deal is completed, 
expected by the end of the year, 
ViacomCBS will have a combined 
library with more than 140,000 
TV episodes and 3,600 film titles, 
including franchises such as “Star 
Trek” and “Mission: Impossible.” 

The two companies have spent 
more than $13 billion on content 
combined in the past year, or close 
to the estimated $15 billion Netf¬ 
lix is expected to spend on content 
in 2019. The two companies have 
more than 750 series currently 
ordered or in production. 

But the combined company will 
still be small. CBS has a market 
value of $18 billion and Viacom 
about $11.7 billion. Disney’s is 


nearly $245 billion and Netflix is 
at $136 billion. 

CBS says All Access and its 
Showtime streaming services 
have 8 million subscribers com¬ 
bined. That’s far less than the 
60 million U.S. subscribers that 
Netflix has, though it’s compa- 


MARKET WATCH 


Aug. 13, 2019 

Dow Jones 372.54 

industrials 26,279.91 

Nasdaq 152 95 

composite 8,016.36 

Standard & 42.57 

Poor’s 500 2,926.32 

Russell 16.30 


rable with the estimated number 
of subscribers to HBO Now, that 
network’s stand-alone streaming 
service. 

And the Paramount movie stu¬ 
dio, despite hits like last year’s “A 
Quiet Place” and the latest “Mis¬ 
sion: Impossible” sequel, has just 
5% of this year’s market share at 
the box office. It hasn’t been in 
the top five since 2011. 

Moody’s media analyst Neil 
Begley said ViacomCBS might 
have to consider other acquisi¬ 
tions to keep up. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Aug. 15).$1.1472 

Dollar buys (Aug. 15).€0.8717 

British pound (Aug. 15).$1.24 

Japanese yen (Aug. 15).97.00 

South Korean won (Aug. 15).1,182.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1,271 

Canada (Dollar).1.3299 

China (Yuan) 7 0220 

Denmark (Krone).6.6838 

Egypt (Pound).16.6125 

Euro.$1.1157/0.8963 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8453 

Hungary (Forint).291.50 

Israel (Shekel) 3 5171 

Japan (Yen).106.10 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).8.9460 

Philippines (Peso).52.42 

Poland (Zloty) 3 91 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7534 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3883 

South Korea (Won).1,215.34 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9732 

Thailand (Baht).30.82 

Turkey (Lira).5.5939 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rale 5 25 

Discount rate.2.75 

Federal funds market rate.2.12 

3-month bill.1.95 

30-year bond 2 13 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Squad 
5 Josh 
8 Pen tips 

12 Head light? 

13 Mineral suffix 

14 Gray’s subj. 

15 Divisible by two 
leSinbad’s bird 

17 Remain 

18 Yucatan setting 
20 Jacob’s twin 

22 “In & Out” actor 
26 Wild West show 

29 601, to Nero 

30 Heavy weight 

31 “Believe — not!” 

32 “Psst!” 

33 Comic Jay 

34 Oklahoma tribe 

35 Feathery 
neckpiece 

36 Factions 

37 “In & Out” actor 

40 Hot tubs 

41 Bum wrap? 

45 Rover’s pal 
47 Wee bit 

49 Drill 

50 “Phooey!” 

51 Inventor Whitney 

52 Cash advance 

53 Beams 


54 “Norma —” 

55 Otherwise 

DOWN 

1 Not us 

2 Roof overhang 

3 Trebek of 
“Jeopardy!” 

4 Nickname 

5 Russian ballet 
company 

6 Judge Lance 

7 Propriety 

8 Twangy 

9 Sensed 

10 Sheepish remark 

11 Farm pen 
19Corp. boss 
21 Enjoy Aspen 
23 Perfect 


24 Zilch 

25 Eve’s grandson 

26 Laugh-a-minute 

27 Director 
Preminger 

28 Armageddon 

32 Gun holder 

33 Appealing 

35 Arthur of 
“Maude” 

36 High school subj. 

38 Giraffe features 

39 “Frasier” pooch 

42 Combine 

43 Eventful 
periods 

44 Painter Magritte 

45 Dime portrait 

46 Roth svgs. plan 
48 Carte lead-in 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-15 


CRYPTOQUIP 


PT BI NCDFY CSAPKS P 
CSZMRS FD MRS FYLF YSCN 
ZCDB L JLMCSJ FCSS, 
ADTFCLCI FD KDKMJLC NLI 
JS LZ . 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: BIG SOUTHWESTERN 
TOWN WHOSE CITIZENS ALL OWN A PAIR OF 
GRACEFUL POND BIRDS: TWO-SWAN, ARIZONA. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals R 
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ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Want a better picture? 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


Some ofthe latest Scam 

Q Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Western & Southern Open 

Ipen Serie: 

Tuesday 

At The Lindner Family Tennis Center 
Mason, Ohio 

Purse: ATP, $6,056 million (Masters 
1000); WTA, $2.95 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Grig- 
or Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 5-7, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

David Goffin (16), Belgium, def. Taylor 
Fritz, United States, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 

Benoit Paire, France, def. Fernando 
Verdasco, Spain, 6-4 retired. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Nikoioz 
Basilashvili (15), Georgia, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 6- 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Gael Monfils, France, 7-6 (7), 6-3. 

Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, def. 
Laslo Djere, Serbia, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Joao 
Sousa, Portugal, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Reilly Opelka, United States, def. Bor- 
na Coric (12), Croatia, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5. 

Daniil Medvedev (9), Russia, def. Kyle 
Edmund, Russia, 6-2, 7-5. 

Roberto Bautista Agut (11), Spain def. 
Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, 7-6, 6-3. 

Second Round 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Sam 
Querrey, United States, 7-5, 6-1. 

Roger Federer (3), Switzerland, def. 
Juan Ignacio Londero, Argentina, 6-3, 6- 


College football 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


Amway Coaches Top 25 

The preseason Amway Top 25 football 
poll, with first-place votes in parenthe¬ 
ses, final 2018 records, total points based 
on 25 points for first place through one 
point for 25th, and last year’s final rank¬ 
ing: 


1. Clemson (59) 

2. Alabama (6) 

3. Georgia 

4. Oklahoma 

5. Ohio State 

6. LSU 

7. Michigan 

8. Florida 

9. Notre Dame 

10. Texas 

11. Texas A&M 

12. Washington 

13. Oregon 

14. Penn State 

15. Utah 

16. Auburn 

17. UCF 

17. Wisconsin 

19. Iowa 

20. Michigan State 

21. Washington State 

22. Syracuse 

23. Stanford 

24. Iowa State 

25. Northwestern 


Record Pts Pvs 

15-0 1619 1 

14-1 1566 2 

11- 3 1447 8 

12- 2 1415 4 

13- 1 1368 3 

10-3 1218 7 

10-3 1155 14 

10-3 1103 6 

12-1 1100 5 

10-4 1038 9 

9-4 893 16 

10-4 834 13 

9-4 787 NR 


9-4 


17 


9-5 642 NR 
8-5 606 NR 
12-1 436 12 

8- 5 436 NR 

9- 4 343 NR 

7- 6 313 NR 

11-2 274 10 

10-3 227 15 

9-4 200 NR 

8- 5 169 NR 

9- 5 161 '■ 


Pro football 


NFL preseason 


Women 
First Round 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Be¬ 
linda Bencic (12), Switzerland, 6-4, 1-0 
retired. 

Donna Vekic, Croatia, def. Katerina 
Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3. 

Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, def. 
Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, 6-4, 6-1. 

Zheng Saisai, China, def. Viktoria Kuz- 
mova, Sfovakia, 6-3, 6-1. 

Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, def. An- 
g^ique Kerber (13), Germany, 7-6 (7), 

Jennifer Brady, United States, def. 0ns 
Jabeur, Tunisia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, def. Wang Qiang 
(15), China, 6-3, 6-4. 

Madison Keys (16), United States, def. 
Garbine Muguruza, Spain, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (5), 
6-4. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Monica Puig, 
PuertoRico, 3-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Daria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Barbora 
Strycova, Czech Republic, 6-4, 7-6. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Julia 
Gorges, Germany, 6-4, 7-6 (6). 

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Jessica 
Pegula, United States, 7-5,6-4. 

Second Round 

Venus Williams, United States, def. 
Kiki Bertens (5), Netherlands, 6-3, 3-6, 

^■^^^i^ia Sakkari, Greece, def. Petra Kvi- 
tova (6), Czech Republic, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Andy Mur¬ 
ray, Britain, def. Jean-Julien Roier, Neth¬ 
erlands, and Horia Tecau (4), Romania, 
3-6, 6-3, 10-3. 

Juan Sebastian Cabal and Robert Far- 
ah (1), Colombia, def. Nick Kyrgios, Aus¬ 
tralia, and Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, 
6-1, 7-6 (8). 

Diego Schwartzman and Horacio Ze- 
ballos, Argentina, def. Adrian Mannarino 
and Lucas Pouille, France, 6-7 (6), 7-6 (1), 
10-8. 

Austin Krajicek, United States, and Ed¬ 
ouard Roger-Vasselin, France, def. Guido 
Pella, Argentina, and Joao Sousa, Portu¬ 
gal, 6-0, 6-7 (4), 11-9. 

Cristian Garin, Chile, and Benoit Paire, 
France def. Radu Albot, Moldova, and 
Karen Khachanov, Russia, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Women 
First Round 

Alize Cornet and Kristina Mladenovic, 
France, def. Veronika Kudermetova, Rus¬ 
sia, and Galina Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, 
6-4, 7-5. 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands and CoCo 
Vandeweghe, United States, def. Chan 
Hao-ching and Latisha Chan (6), Taiwan, 
6-3, 3-6, 1-0 (7). 

Caty McNally and Alison Riske, United 
States, def. Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and 
Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 7-6 (0), 6-4. 

Nicole Melichar, United States, and 
Kveta Peschke (7), Czech Republic, def. 
Petra Martic, Croatia, and Zhang Shuai, 
China, 6-3, 6-4. 

Lyudmyla Kichenok, Ukraine, and Jele- 
na Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Raquel Atawo, 
United States, and Han Xinyun, China, 
6-1, 6-3. 

Jennifer Brady and Jessica Pegula, 
United States, def. Darija Jurak, Croatia, 
and Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain, 
2-6, 7-6 (7), 1-0 (4). 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, and 
Demi Schuurs, Netherlands, def. Desirae 
Krawczyk, United States, and Alicja Ro- 
solska, Poland, 6-2, 4-6, 1-0 (8). 


Buffalo 
New England 
Miami 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

L T Pet PF 

0 0 1.000 24 

0 0 1.000 31 

0 0 1.000 34 


Tennessee 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 

Oakland 

Denver 


1 0 0 1.000 27 10 

0 1 0 .000 26 28 

0 1 0 .000 16 24 

0 1 0 .000 0 29 

North 

1 0 0 1.000 29 0 

1 0 0 1.000 30 10 

1 0 0 1.000 30 28 

0 1 0 .000 17 38 

West 

1 0 0 1.000 38 17 

1 0 0 1.000 14 3 


N.Y. Giants 
Dallas 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 
New Orleans 

Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Chicago 
Detroit 


irgers 0 1 0 .000 13 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
L T 

0 0 : 


North 

10 0 
10 0 


West 

10 0 
10 0 
10 0 


000 23 13 

000 28 30 

000 37 48 

000 25 34 

000 34 25 

000 28 26 
000 13 23 

000 3 31 


000 17 9 

22 14 

000 17 13 


San Francisco 
Seattle 
Arizona 
L.A. Rams 

Thursday, Aug. 8 

Buffalo 24, Indianapolis 16 
Baltimore 29, Jacksonville 0 
New England 31, Detroit 3 
Cleveland 30, Washington 10 
Tennessee 27, Philadelphia 10 
Miami 34, Atlanta 27 
N.Y. Giants 31, N.Y. Jets 22 
Carolina 23, Chicago 13 
Green Bay 28, Houston 26 
Arizona 17, L.A. Chargers 13 
Seattle 22, Denver 14 

Friday, Aug. 9 

Pittsburgh 30, Tampa Bay 28 
Minnesota 34, New Orleans 25 
Saturday, Aug. 10 
Oakland 14, L.A. Rams 3 
Kansas City 38, Cincinnati 17 
San Francisco 17, Dallas 9 
Thursday’s games 
Philadelphia at Jacksonville 
Green Bay at Baltimore 
N.Y. Jets at Atlanta 
Cincinnati at Washington 
Oakland at Arizona 

Friday’s games 
Buffalo at Carolina 
Chicago at N.Y. Giants 
Miami at Tampa Bay 

Saturday’s games 
Cleveland at Indianapolis 
New England at Tennessee 
Kansas City at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Houston 
Dallas vs L.A. Rams at Honolulu 
Sunday’s games 
New Orleans at L.A. Chargers 
Seattle at Minnesota 

Monday, Aug. 19 
San Francisco at Denver 


Boise State 118, Mississippi State 111, 
Miami 94, Army 91, Kentucky 79, Virginia 
Tech 64, TCU 63, Southern Cal 47, Utah 
State 32, Fresno State 32, Virginia 30, 
Cincinnati 25, West Virginia 24, Memphis 
24, Oklahoma State 20, South Carolina 
15, N.C. State 12, Duke 10, Boston College 
5, Appalachian State 4, Baylor 4, Florida 
State 4, Houston 3, North Texas 3, UCLA 
2, Temple 2, Arizona State 2, Minnesota 1, 
Mississippi 1, Tennessee 1, Troy 1. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 13 7 6 45 48 38 

Atlanta 13 9 3 42 43 30 

D.C. United 10 7 9 39 34 32 

New York City FC 10 5 8 38 41 31 

New York 11 10 4 37 43 38 

New England 9 9 7 34 37 44 

Montreal 10 13 3 33 36 47 

Toronto FC 9 10 6 33 39 41 

Orlando City 8 11 6 30 33 34 

Chicago 7 10 9 30 38 37 

Columbus 7 14 5 26 27 39 

Cincinnati 5 17 3 18 25 57 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 17 3 4 55 65 25 

Seattle 11 7 6 39 38 34 

Minnesota United 11 8 5 38 42 35 

San Jose 11 8 5 38 41 36 

LA Galaxy 12 11 1 37 31 36 

Real Salt Lake 11 9 4 37 35 32 

FC Dallas 10 9 6 36 36 31 

Portland 10 9 4 34 38 34 

Houston 9 13 3 30 35 41 

Sporting KC 7 10 7 28 37 43 

Colorado 7 12 5 26 41 49 

Vancouver 5 12 9 24 26 45 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Thursday, Aug. 8 
New York City FC 3, Houston 2 
Saturday, Aug. 10 
New England 3, Seattle 3, tie 
Cincinnati 2, Columbus 2, tie 
Orlando City 1, Toronto FC 1, tie 
FC Dallas 5, Minnesota United 3 
Real Salt Lake 2, Sporting Kansas City 1 
Chicago 3, Montreal 2 
Colorado 2, San Jose 1 
Portland 3, Vancouver 1 
Sunday, Aug. 11 
Atlanta 2, New York City FC 1 
Philadelphia 2, Houston 1 
D.C. United 2, LA Galaxy 1 
Los Angeles FC 4, New York 2 
Wednesday’s games 
Sporting Kansas City at Orlando City 
Colorado at Minnesota United 
Seattle at Real Salt Lake 
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy 
Chicago at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
New England at New York 
FC Dallas at Montreal 
New York City FC at Cincinnati 
Toronto FC at Columbus 
Orlando City at Minnesota United 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
San Jose at Sporting Kansas City 
Colorado at Houston 
D.C. United at Vancouver 
Los Angeles FC at Real Salt Lake 
Seattle at LA Galaxy 

Sunday’s game 
Atlanta at Portland 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Portland 8 3 6 30 33 21 

Chicago 9 5 2 29 27 19 

North Carolina 8 4 4 28 31 17 

Reign FC 7 4 5 26 15 18 

Utah 7 6 3 24 17 15 

Houston 6 7 4 22 11 26 

Washington 6 6 3 21 19 15 

Orlando 3 10 2 11 16 32 

Sky Blue FC 2 11 3 9 10 22 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, Aug. 7 
Reign FC 1, Portland 0 
Utah 3, Sky Blue FC 0 

Saturday, Aug. 10 
Chicago 1, Washington 0 
Houston 1, Orlando 0 

Sunday, Aug. 11 
Portland 2, North Carolina 1 
Utah 3, Reign FC 1 

Wednesday’s game 
Chicago at Sky Blue FC 

Saturday’s games 
Utah at Orlando 
Washington at Portland 

Sunday’s games 
Reign FC at Sky Blue FC 

Wednesday, Aug. 21 
Utah at Washington 
Orlando at Chicago 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Washington 17 7 .708 - 

Connecticut 16 8 .667 1 

Chicago 14 10 .583 3 

Indiana 9 16 .360 SVi 

New York 8 16 .333 9 

Atlanta 5 20 .200 12'/2 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Las Vegas 17 9 .654 - 

Los Angeles 15 8 .652 Vi 

Seattle 14 11 .560 2'/2 

Minnesota 13 12 .520 3'/2 

Phoenix 11 12 .478 4'/2 

Dallas 7 17 .292 9 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota 89, New York 73 
Las Vegas 94, Atlanta 90 

Wednesday’s games 
Seattle at Washington 
Los Angeles at DaTlas 
Connecticut at Phoenix 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 
Seattle at Connecticut 
Los Angeles at Chicago 
Washington at Minnesota 
New York at Dallas 
Atlanta at Phoenix 


LPGA Tour Statistics 

Through Aug. 11 
Scoring 

1, Jin Young Ko, 69.034. 2, Hyo Joo Kim, 
69.265. 3, Sung Hyun Park, 69.321. 4, Jeon- 
geun Lee6, 69.683. 5, Brooke M. Hender¬ 
son, 69.742. 6, Minjee Lee, 69.764. 7, Nelly 
Korda, 69.852. 8, Carlota Ciganda, 69.853. 

9, Mi Jung Hur, 69.863.10, Shanshan Feng, 
69.932. 

Driving Distance 

1, Anne van Dam, 284.136. 2, Angel 
Yin, 281.910. 3, Joanna Klatten, 279.275. 4, 
Sung Hyun Park, 277.425. 5, Lexi Thomp¬ 
son, 276.962. 6, Nanna Koerstz Madsen, 
275.776. 7, Jessica Korda, 275.231. 8, 
Elizabeth Szokol, 275.124. 9, Brooke M. 
Henderson, 274.288. 10, Carlota Ciganda, 
272.949. 

Greens in Reguiation 

1, Jin Young Ko, 79.60%. 2 (tie), Nelly 
Korda and Sung Hyun Park, 76.60%. 4, 
Lexi Thompson, 75.80%. 5, Yu Liu, 75.70%. 
6 (tie), Shanshan Feng, Minjee Lee and 
Jane Park, 75.50%. 9, Brooke M. Hen¬ 
derson, 75.30%. 10, Jodi Ewart Shadoff, 
75.20%. 

Putts per GiR 

1, Hyo Joo Kim, 1.724. 2, Mi Jung Hur, 
1.729. 3, Haru Nomura, 1.742. 4, Jin Young 
Ko, 1.746. 5, Sung Hyun Park, 1.758. 6, Ari- 
ya Jutanugarn, 1.762. 7, Carlota Ciganda, 
1.765. 8 (tie), Moriya Jutanugarn and 
Azahara Munoz, 1.766.10, Nanna Koerstz 
Madsen, 1.772. 

Birdies 

1, Minjee Lee, 288.2, Ariya Jutanugarn, 
287. 3, Yu Liu, 285. 4, Moriya Jutanugarn, 
283. 5, Carlota Ciganda, 270. 6, Brooke M. 
Henderson, 264. 7, Sei Young Kim, 263. 8, 
Jin Young Ko, 258. 9, Mi Hyang Lee, 254. 

10, Gaby Lopez, 252. 

1, Carlota Ciganda, 15. 2, Ariya Juta¬ 
nugarn, 14. 3, Anne van Dam, 11. 4, Lexi 
Thompson, 9. 5 (tie), Brooke M. Hender¬ 
son, Jessica Korda and Elizabeth Szokol, 

8. 8, 8 tied with 7. 

Sand Save Percentage 
1 (tie), Pajaree Anannarukarn and 
Katherine Kirk, 62.50%. 3, Hyo Joo Kim, 
61.11%. 4, Yu Liu, 59.74%. 5, Morgan Pres- 
sel, 59.14%. 6, Celine Boutier, 59.09%. 7, 
Sarah Schmelzel, 59.04%. 8, Caroline 
Hedwall, 58.33%. 9, 2 tied with 57.90%. 
Rounds Under Par 

1, Hyo Joo Kim, 79.59%. 2, Jin Young 
Ko, 77.97%. 3, Jeongeun Lee6, 74.60%. 4, 
Sung Hyun Park, 71.70%. 5, Inbee Park, 
71.43%. 6, Minjee Lee, 70.83%. 7, Nelly 
Korda, 70.37%. 8, Shanshan Feng, 69.49%. 

9, Giulia Molinaro, 68.97%. 10, Brooke M. 
Henderson, 68.18%. 

Champions Tour statistics 

Scoring 

1, Steve Strieker, 68.97. 2, David Toms, 
69.41. 3, Scott McCarron, 69.55. 4, Bern- 
hard Langer, 69.63. 5, Scott Parel, 69.68. 6, 
Retief Goosen, 69.74. 7, Jerry Kelly, 69.77. 

8, Kevin Sutherland, 69.80. 9, Billy An¬ 
drade, 70.24. 10, Tom Lehman, 70.27. 

Driving Distance 

1, John Daly, 295.8. 2, Darren Clarke, 

292.2. 3, Brandt Jobe, 291.3. 4, Retief 
Goosen, 288.1. 5, Scott McCarron, 287.2. 

6, Kevin Sutherland, 287.1. 7 (tie), Scott 
Parel and Vijay Singh, 284.6. 9, Steve 
Strieker, 284.4. 10, Tom Gillis, 282.2. 

Driving Accuracy Percentage 
1, Bart Bryant, 80.65%. 2, Willie Wood, 
79.66%. 3, Colin Montgomerie, 78.37%. 4, 
Joe Durant, 78.00%. 5, Paul Broadhurst, 
77.31%. 6, Ken Duke, 76.80%. 7, Bernhard 
Langer, 76.52%. 8, Mark O’Meara, 76.37%. 

9, Paul Goydos, 75.76%. 10, Jerry Kelly, 
75.41%. 

Greens in Reguiation Pet. 

1, Brandt Jobe, 72.60%. 2, Kevin 
Sutherland, 72.09%. 3, Jerry Kelly, 71.53%. 
4, David Toms, 71.37%. 5, Billy Andrade, 
70.93%. 6, Ken Tanigawa, 70.29%. 7, 
Scott McCarron, 70.17%. 8, Tom Lehman, 
70.14%. 9, Bernhard Langer, 70.12%. 10, 
Scott Parel, 70.05%. 

Totai Driving 

1, Steve Strieker, 31. 2 (tie), Jerry Kelly 
and Scott McCarron, 41. 4 (tie), Colin 
Montgomerie and Kirk Triplett, 43.6, Ber¬ 
nhard Langer, 44. 7 (tie), Paul Broadhurst 
and Billy Mayfair, 46.9, Joe Durant, 47.10, 
2 tied with 48. 

Putting Average 

1, David Toms, 1.731. 2, Steve Striek¬ 
er, 1.738. 3 (tie), Kent Jones and Mark 
O’Meara, 1.743. 5, Scott Parel, 1.745. 6, 
Kirk Triplett, 1.750. 7 (tie), Tim Petrovic 
and Kevin Sutherland, 1.754. 9, Scott Mc¬ 
Carron, 1.761.10, Esteban Toledo, 1.762. 
Birdie Average 

1, David Toms, 4.28. 2, Scott McCar¬ 
ron, 4.14. 3, Steve Strieker, 4.13. 4, Kevin 
Sutherland, 4.04. 5, Retief Goosen, 3.90. 6, 
Darren Clarke, 3.89. 7, Kirk Triplett, 3.87. 8 
(tie), Kent Jones and Jeff Maggert, 3.86. 

10, Scott Parel, 3.83. 

Eagies (Hoies per) 

1, Scott Parel, 106.0. 2, Tom Lehman, 
132.0. 3, Kevin Sutherland, 135.0. 4, Steve 
Strieker, 139.5. 5, Miguel Angel Jim?nez, 

151.2. 6, Jeff Maggert, 154.8. 7, Darren 
Clarke, 158.4. 8, Paul Goydos, 172.8. 9, 2 
tied with 175.5. 

Sand Save Percentage 
1, Rocco Mediate, 61.54%. 2, Paul 
Broadhurst, 60.87%. 3, Steve Strieker, 
60.61%. 4, Michael Allen, 60.53%. 5, David 
Frost, 59.72%. 6, Carlos Franco, 58.97%. 

7, Tom Byrum, 58.46%. 8, Mark Calcavec- 
chia, 58.44%. 9, Tom Pernice Jr., 58.33%. 
10, Lee Janzen, 57.14%. 

Aii-Around Ranking 
1, Steve Strieker, 55. 2, David Toms, 
85. 3, Scott Parel, 94. 4, Scott McCarron, 
119.5, Retief Goosen, 122.6, Miguel Angel 
Jim?nez, 136. 7, Kevin Sutherland, 143. 8, 
Jerry Kelly, 144. 9, Bernhard Langer, 159. 
10, Tom Lehman, 168. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

USA BASEBALL - Named Scott Bro- 
sius bench coach. Roly de Armas bullpen 
coach, Phil Plantier hitting coach, Bryan 
Price pitching coach, Willie Randolph 
third base coach and Ernie Young first 
base coach of the Premierl2 team. 

American League 

BALTiMORE ORIOLES - Recalled RHP 
Chandler Shepherd from Norfolk (IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Added RHP 
Jose Ruiz to roster from Charlotte. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Selected C 
Dom Nunez from Albuquerque. Recalled 
RHP Jeff Hoffman from Albuquerque. Op¬ 
tioned P Chi Chi Gonzales to Albuquer¬ 
que. Designated Chris lanettaforassign- 

HO'USTON ASTROS - Recalled INF/OF 
Myles Straw from Round Rock. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned LHP 
Eric Skoglund to Omaha (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Jacob Barnes from Omaha. Signed 
RHP Nick Howard to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
Jose Rodriguez to Salt Lake. Reinstated 
RHP Griffin Canning from IL. Placed LHP 
Adalberto Mejia on the Restricted List. 
Recalled RHP Jake Jewell from Salt Lake. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Optioned RHP 
Cody Stashak to Rochester (IL). Reinstat¬ 
ed RHP Sam Dyson from the 10-day IL. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Designated 
LHP Joe Mantiply for assignment. Re¬ 
leased LHP Daniel Camarena. Reinstated 
RHP Jonathan Loaisiga from the 60-day 
IL. Selected the contract of RHP Adonis 
Rosa from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). 
Optioned RHP Adonis Rosa to Scranton/ 
Wilkes-Barre (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Placed RHP Jesse 
Chavez on the 10-day IL. Selected the 
contract of RHP David Carpenter from 
Nashville (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Optioned RHP 
Brock Stewart to Buffalo (IL). Recalled IB 
Rowdy Tellez from Buffalo. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Desig¬ 
nated OF Blake Swihart for assignment. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP 
Patrick Weigel to Gwinnett (IL). Selected 
the contract of OF Rafael Ortega from 
Gwinnett. 

CHICAGO CUBS - Optioned RHP Dillon 
Maples to Iowa (PCL). Reinstated LHP 
Kyle Ryan from the bereavement list. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned OF Bri¬ 
an O’Gray to Louisville (IL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Placed INF 
Tyler White on the 10-day IL. Recalled OF 
Kyle Garlick from Oklahoma City (PCL). 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP 
Chris Mazza to Syracuse (IL). Recalled 
RHP Drew Gagnon from Syracuse. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Fired hit¬ 
ting coach John Mallee. Named senior 
adviser to the general manager Charlie 
Manuel hitting coach for the remainder 
of the season. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Sent C Fran¬ 
cisco Cervelli to Indianapolis (IL) for a 
rehab assignment. Reinstated RHP Rook¬ 
ie Davis from the 60-Day IL and optioned 
him to Indianapolis. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned 
C Andrew Knizner to Memphis (PCL). 
Placed OF Jose Martinez on the 10-day IL. 
Selected the contract of OF Randy Aroza- 
rena from Memphis. Reinstated C Yadier 
Molina from the 10-day IL. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Placed RHP Carl 
Edwards Jr. on the 10-day IL. Recalled 
LHP Robert Erlin from El Paso. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
LHP Conner Menez to Sacramento (PCL). 
Recalled C Aramis Garcia from Sacra¬ 
mento. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Signed 
P Greg Holland to a minor league con¬ 
tract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Signed G De¬ 
metrius Jackson. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER - Signed 
C Justin Patton. 

Women’s NBA 

WNBA — Suspended Phoenix C 
Brittney Griner three games, Dallas Fs 
Kristine Anigwe and Kayla Thornton two 
games and Phoenix G Diana Taurasi and 
Dallas F Kaela Davis one game for their 
actions during Saturday’s game. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CHICAGO BEARS - Waived WR Eman¬ 
uel Hall. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Waived OT 
Kent Perkins. 

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS - Released 
OB Danny Etiing. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Placed WR 
Amba Etta-Tawo on IR. Waived/injured 
TE Isaiah Searight. Waived DE Alex Jen¬ 
kins. Signed TE Jake Powell. 

NEW YORK JETS - Waived TE Nick 
Truesdell. Signed CB Marcus Cooper. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Waived CB 
Hamp Cheevers and P Johnny Townsend. 
Signed DB Makinton Dorleant and CB 
Joshua Holsey. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Waived 
DL Dare Odeyingbo. Signed S Darian 
Stewart. 

COLLEGE 

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN - Promoted 
assistant baseball coach Thomas But¬ 
ters to assistant head coach. 

CHATTANOOGA - Named Mike Hatch 
er head assistant wrestling coach. 

HOFSTRA - Named Stacie Nadel 
sistant men’s and women’s cross co 
try and track coach. 

PENNSYLVANIA - Named Joy De Jesn 
ior associate athletic director/chief fi 
nancial officer. 

YALE — Named Ellyse Hamlin assis¬ 
tant women’s tennis coach. 
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BASKETBALL/SOCCER 


Thanks for playing 

G Leaguers back in USA Basketball camp 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

T here were more than 
50 players from the 
G League who helped 
USA Basketball get into 
the FIBA World Cup by winning 
enough games during the tourna¬ 
ment’s qualifying rounds. 

A few of them are getting a 
thank you this week. 

USA Basketball invited some 
of those qualifying players to the 
final week of World Cup training 
camp in El Segundo, Calif, that 
started Tuesday. The group will 
scrimmage in practice against 
NBA players who getting ready to 
compete in China at the World Cup 
— and while there’s no chance for 
the G League guys to make that 
team, it’s another opportunity to 
wear USA across their chest for a 
few days. 

“I didn’t even wait for them to 
finish asking the question before 
I said Absolutely,”’ former UCLA 
forward Travis Wear said. “I’m 
not going to turn down that op¬ 
portunity to play with the best of 
the best.” 

Plenty of NBA players turned 
down the chance to be on the 
World Cup team. Wear — who 
was with the South Bay Lakers 
last season, spent the summer 
league with Golden State this 
year and is looking for a job this 
season—jumped at the chance to 
just practice with that group. 

“Honestly, to be able to wear 
‘USA’ in any way, shape or form 
and represent the country is an 



Arnulfo Franco/AP 


Jeff Van Gundy coached groups 
of G League players during 
World Cup qualifying. 

incredible experience,” Wear 
said. “I was so happy that I could 
take part in that and it’s definite¬ 
ly something that I am forever 
grateful for.” 

Wear is one of eight former 
qualifying-team players brought 
back for practice — the others: 
Chris Chiozza, Scotty Hopson, 
John Jenkins, Ben Moore, China- 
nu Onuaku, Chasson Randle and 
Travis Trice. Combined, those 
eight players made 22 appear¬ 
ances for the US. in 12 qualifying 
games, with Trice making six and 
Wear and Randle four apiece. 

The only player who appeared 
in qualifying games for the US. 
and has a chance to make the 


World Cup roster is Derrick 
White, who was promoted to the 
national team last week and is 
one of 15 candidates still in camp 
for the 12 final roster spots. 

“We are very grateful for what 
every player did for us in qualify¬ 
ing,” USA Basketball managing 
director Jerry Colangelo said. 

FIBA changed the qualifying 
rules for this year’s tournament, 
which meant the US. and other 
nations basically couldn’t use 
NBA players because of sched¬ 
uling conflicts. So the US. put 
together different rosters, pri¬ 
marily of G League players, for 
each of the six two-game qualify¬ 
ing windows. Jeff Van Gundy was 
the qualifying coach for the US., 
getting a new group of players for 
every round. 

Van Gundy will coach the G 
League invites this week, as well, 
and Wear said he’s eager to be re¬ 
united with him for at least a few 
more days. 

USA Basketball national team 
coach Gregg Popovich praised the 
job Van Gundy has done. Popov¬ 
ich also raved about the job the G 
League players did just to give the 
US. a chance at a third consecu¬ 
tive World Cup gold medal. That’s 
why some of them are back this 
week for the last days of camp for 
the Americans. 

“You look at this team now, get¬ 
ting ready to embark to China and 
play, they’re qualified because 
of the work that we did and the 
games that we won,” Wear said. 
“That’s very satisfying.” 



Darron Cummings/AP 


The Los Angeles Lakers’ Travis Wear plays against the Indiana 
Pacers on March 19, 2018 in Indianapolis. Wear is one of the G 
League players who helped USA Basketball qualify for the World 
Cup, and now he and a few others are being brought back for the 
final week of training camp to practice against NBA players. 


MLS gets another chance to chip away at Liga MX 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA — Mqjor League Soccer has 
another chance to chip into Mexico’s conti¬ 
nental dominance. 

Reigning MLS Cup champion Atlanta 
United will host the second annual Campe- 
ones Cup on Wednesday night, facing Liga 
MX powerhouse Club America in a game 
that certainly means more to the home 
team and its league. 

Despite some modest inroads by MLS 
in recent seasons, Liga MX remains the 
dominant force in North America. 

Mexican teams have won all 11 editions 
of the CONCACAF Champions League, 
and had both finalists eight of those years. 
Liga MX is also positioned to take the in¬ 
augural Leagues Cup title, having claimed 
three of the four semifinal spots, while Ti- 
gres UANL captured the first Campeones 
Cup — pitting the champions from each 
league in a single game — with a 3-1 vic¬ 
tory over Toronto FC. 

Atlanta United, which won the MLS Cup 
title in just its second season and has set 
numerous attendance records while es¬ 
tablishing itself as one of the top-drawing 
teams in the world at Mercedes-Benz Sta¬ 
dium, got a taste of North American reality 
in this year’s Champions League. 


Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 

Atlanta United forward Josef Martinez attempts a bicycle shot on goal against New 
York City FC on Sunday in Atlanta. Martinez has 22 goals this season, second in MLS. 



Going in with high hopes of becoming 
the first MLS team to win the continental 
club title, Atlanta went down meekly to 
eventual champion Monterrey in the two- 
legged quarterfinals. United lost 3-0 on the 
road before salvaging a bit of pride with a 
1-0 home victory. 

The Campeones Cup provides another 
shot at Liga MX, and it comes at a time 
when Atlanta is fully into its league season 
and appears to be in top form. 

“We want to prove, of course, as Atlanta 
United but also as an MLS club that we 
are coming closer to the Mexican league,” 
United coach Frank de Boer said Tuesday. 
“We have to be 100 percent to beat them. 
But I have the confidence that we’re get¬ 
ting closer and closer.” 

It’s not exactly a fair fight. 

Not only does Liga MX benefit from a 
much longer history (it was founded in 
1943 — 53 years before MLS) and deeply 
rooted soccer culture in Mexico, its teams 
are not encumbered by the salary cap and 
roster limitations that are designed to hold 
down costs in MLS. 

Club America earned its spot by win¬ 
ning the Apertura championship during 
the first half of 2018-19 Liga MX season, 
and then beating Clausura winner Tigres 
UANL on penalties in the Campeon de 
Campeones last month. 
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BASEBALL/SPORTS BRIEFS 


LLWS features first girl in five years 


By David Eckert 

Associated Press 

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa. — Maddy 
Freking’s left foot points back toward home 
plate as she assumes her stance inside a mesh 
batting cage on the grounds of Little League 
headquarters. The bat head swivels slightly 
as she stands tall, with that angled left foot 
helping her stay square to the pitch when it 
comes. 

Details like that are what Freking focuses 
on. 

Another one — the long, blonde ponytail 
poking out from her helmet as she rips liners 
into the netting — may pique fans’ interest 
over the next week or so. 

Freking is the starting second baseman on 
a team from Coon Rapids, Minn., that will 
represent the Midwest Region in the Little 
League World Series, which starts Thursday. 

She’ll become just the 19th girl in history to 
play in the 72-year history of the Little League 
World Series, and the first since 2014, the year 
Mo’ne Davis pitched her way onto the cover of 
Sports Illustrated. 

Minnesota will play opening day against a 
team from Bowling Green, Ky., representing 
Great Lakes. 

“Some people say, ‘Woah,’” Freking said of 
the reaction she’s received. “Some think it’s 
cool, some not so much.” 


Freking’s gender hasn’t attracted too much 
attention yet, and she seems indifferent to 
whether it ever does. She doesn’t like having 
her picture taken, she said. And in interviews, 
she’s concise and to the point — like a lot of 
12-and-under Little League players. 

Still, Freking and Minnesota manager Greg 
Bloom have formulated a plan of action as the 
attention ramps up. 

“She’s done well so far,” Bloom said. “We 
told her if it gets to be too much, just let us 
know, us coaches, and we’ll try to tell people 
to take a break. But I’ve warned her to expect 
to get a lot of attention. This doesn’t happen 
very often.” 

Bloom said he’s coached Freking since she 
was 10, so this is nothing new for him. 

What’s also become somewhat routine is 
Freking’s excellence on the diamond. Bloom 
called her the best defensive second baseman 
he’s seen. 

“She’s a vacuum,” he said. 

With Minnesota trailing a team from Iowa 
5-1 in the fourth inning of the Midwest Re¬ 
gional championship in a bases-loaded, no 
out situation, Freking snared a line drive and 
alertly fired a strike across the diamond to 
third, where an Iowa runner had strayed too 
far down the line. 

Iowa didn’t score in the inning, and Minne¬ 
sota rallied for three runs in the fifth and four 
in the sixth to make it to South Williamsport. 


When the ESPN cameras panned to Frek¬ 
ing after the play, she remained stone-faced 
and silent. Actions like that one — not words 
— are what make Freking one of the leaders 
on Minnesota’s team. Bloom said. 

“She does it by not saying too much,” Bloom 
said. “It’s how she acts. I know the boys pay 
attention, which is good.” 

Freking, who also plays volleyball and bas¬ 
ketball, said baseball is her favorite sport be¬ 
cause of the traveling she gets to do. 

And, despite the occasional inquiry from 
one of her female friends, asking if she wants 
to make the change over to softball, Frek¬ 
ing has a simple rationale for sticking with 
baseball. 

“I feel like it’s easier than softball because 
I’ve been playing it for longer,” Freking said, 
“and I don’t really feel like changing.” 

She’s a Minnesota Twins fan whose favor¬ 
ite player is powerful slugger Miguel Sano, 
and she idolizes Jackie Robinson because he 
broke baseball’s color barrier. 

Another name on Freking’s list of role mod¬ 
els is Davis, who will play softball at Hamp¬ 
ton University in the spring. She became an 
overnight media sensation in 2014, leading 
a team from Philadelphia with her powerful 
pitching. 

Does that kind of attention appeal to 
Freking? 

“Not so much,” she said. 


Scoreboard 


Little League World Series 

At South Williamsport, Pa. 

UNITED STATES 

NEW ENGLAND: Barrington (R.l.) 

MID-ATLANTIC: Elizabeth (N.J.) 

SOUTHEAST: South Riding (Va.) 

GREAT LAKES: Bowling Green (Ky.) 

MIDWEST: Coon Rapids (Minn.) 

SOUTHWEST: River Ridge (La.) 

NORTHWEST: Salem (Ore.) 

WEST: Wailuku (Hawaii). 

INTERNATIONAL 

ASIA/PACIFIC: South Chungcheong 
(South Korea) 

AUSTRALIA: Sydney 

CANADA: Coquitlam (British Colum¬ 
bia) 

CARIBBEAN: Willemstad (Curacao) 

EUROPE/AFRICA: Bologna (Italy) 

JAPAN: Chofu City 

LATIN AMERICA: Maracaibo (Venezu¬ 
ela) 

MEXICO: Guadalupe 

Double Elimination 
Thursday, Aug. 15 

Game 1: Willemstad (Curacao) vs. 
Sydney (Australia) 

Game 2: Barrington (R.l.) vs. South 
Riding (Va.) 

Game 3: South Chungcheong (South 
Korea) vs. Maracaibo (Venezuela) 

Game 4: Coon Rapids (Minn.) vs. Bowl¬ 
ing Green (Ky.) 

Friday, Aug. 16 

Game 5: Bologna (Italy) vs. Chofu City 
(Japan) 

Game 6: Wailuku (Hawaii) vs. River 
Ridge (La.) 

Game 7: Guadalupe (Mexico) vs. Co¬ 
quitlam (British Columbia) 

Game 8: Salem (Ore.) vs. Elizabeth 
(N.J.) 


Briefly 

Tate appeal denied, will serve 4 game suspension 


Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. — New 
York Giants wide receiver Golden Tate has 
had the appeal of his four-game suspen¬ 
sion for a violation of the NFL’s policy on 
performance enhancers turned down. 

The decision by an independent arbiter 
was announced Tuesday and means the 
10-year-veteran will miss the first four 
games of the regular season, starting with 
Dallas on Sept. 8. 

Tate, who signed a $37.5 million contract 
as a free agent with the Giants in March, 
announced the suspension in a Twitter 
post on July 27. He said he intended to ap¬ 
peal it and felt his case had merit because 
he was using a fertility drug prescribed by 
a doctor. 

The appeal was heard by a member of 
an independent appeals panel in New York 
last week. 

The NFL allows players to use fertility 
drugs but they must obtain a therapeutic 
use exemption prior to using them. The 
league has insisted players are responsible 
for the drugs and supplements they take 
and advises them to talk to team trainers 
and medical personnel before using them. 

“This morning I received the unfor¬ 
tunate news that my appeal was denied,” 
Tate said in a statement on Twitter. “I went 
into this arbitration with the understand¬ 
ing that due to the facts, unlike many other 
cases, we could be the exception to win. 
Unfortunately the NFL stood by their no 
tolerance policy, which I hope one day to 
help have a part in reforming, so no other 
player has to go through this situation.” 

Certain fertility drugs can help athletes 
boost performance or mask doping. Some 
fertility drugs bought online are not ap¬ 
proved by the FDA. 

Tate will be eligible to practice with the 
team until the start of the regular season. 

In his tweet last month, Tate said he has 



Adam Hunger/AP 


New York Giants wide receiver Golden 
Tate had the appeal of his four-game 
suspension for a violation of the NFL’s 
policy on performance enhancers turned 
down. 

never violated the league’s rules on banned 
substances. He noted the treatment was for 
a fertility issue and it will have no effect on 
this season. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Indianapolis Colts believe linger¬ 
ing pain in Andrew Luck’s lower left leg 
will likely force their starting quarterback 
to miss the rest of the preseason. 

They’re still unsure about his availabil¬ 


ity for the Sept. 8 season opener against the 
Los Angeles Chargers. 

Colts general manager Chris Ballard 
said Tuesday additional testing revealed 
Luck appears to be suffering from an in¬ 
jury near the front of his ankle, something 
his previously diagnosed strained left calf 
might have exacerbated. 

The injury kept Luck out of all of the 
team’s offseason workouts and all but 
three training camp practices. He still has 
not participated in full team drills. 

In his most recent interview. Luck said 
he felt as if something was tugging at his 
lower left leg near the ankle when he ran. 

The current diagnosis does not call for 
surgery, just more rehab and a different 
routine. 

Venus upsets Bertens in Ohio 

MASON, Ohio — Going small paid off 
big for Venus Williams. 

Tuesday didn’t go as well for sister 
Serena. 

On a day when back problems forced 
the younger Williams to withdraw before 
her second-round match, Venus Williams 
reached the third round of the Western & 
Southern Open with a 6-3,3-6,7-6 (4) upset 
of defending champion Kiki Bertens. Her 
key? Not going for it. 

“I just tried not to go too big, because I 
can go so big and I have a lot of power and 
it’s not always easy to control it,” the 39- 
year-old Williams said. “So I’m trying to 
play smart instead of going hog wild, which 
is extremely easy to do.” 

Hours before her match was scheduled 
to begin, Serena Williams withdrew, cit¬ 
ing the same back injury that forced her to 
retire from the Rogers Cup final on Sun¬ 
day in Toronto. The injury raises questions 
about Serena’s fitness ahead of the US. 
Open, which starts Aug. 26. 

“I came to Mason on Sunday and have 


tried everything to be ready to play tonight, 
and was still hopeful after my practice this 
morning, but unfortunately, my back is 
still not right, and I know I should not take 
to the court,” Serena, winner of 23 Grand 
Slam titles and a two-time champion at 
Cincinnati, said in a statement. 

Venus, a seven-time Grand Slam cham¬ 
pion, is the oldest woman in the draw. She 
has made her deepest Cincinnati run since 
reaching the 2012 semifinals. 

“It was just a second round, though,” 
Venus said. “For me, it’s just round by 
round. I have a third round to play. I’m 
ready for the next round.” 

Bertens, seeded fifth, rallied from defi¬ 
cits of 3-0 and 5-2 in the third set to force 
a tiebreaker. The 2-hour, 17-minute match 
ended when she sailed a forehand wide. 

Harbaugh says he wouldn’t lie 

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Coach Jim Har¬ 
baugh is lashing out at Cincinnati coach 
Luke Fickell, who says Michigan didn’t 
support a transfer’s attempt to immediate¬ 
ly play for the Bearcats. 

Harbaugh said Tuesday he told Fickell 
he wouldn’t lie about what he knew regard¬ 
ing the transfer of James Hudson. 

Fickell told The Athletic that Michigan 
didn’t support Hudson’s attempt to play for 
the Bearcats right away. 

The seldom-used offensive lineman 
transferred to Cincinnati last year and 
the NCAA denied his waiver request to be 
eligible this season. Hudson says mental 
health prompted his transfer, but his re¬ 
quest was denied because he did not reveal 
the issues at Michigan. 

Harbaugh says Fickell called him in 
March, trying to coach him what to say 
about the events leading up to Hudson’s 
transfer. Harbaugh recalls telling Fickell 
he was going to tell the truth. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

New York 80 41 .661 - 

Tampa Bay 71 50 .587 9 

Boston 63 59 .516 17'/2 

Toronto 51 72 .415 30 

Baltimore 39 81 .325 40'/2 

Central Division 

Minnesota 72 47 .605 - 

Cleveland 72 48 .600 ’/> 

Chicago 53 65 .449 18'/2 

Kansas City 43 77 .358 291/2 

Detroit 35 81 .302 35'/2 

West Division 

Houston 78 42 .650 - 

Oakland 67 52 .563 101/2 

Texas 59 60 .496 181/2 

Los Angeles 58 63 .479 201/2 

Seattle 49 71 .408 29 

National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 71 50 .587 - 

Washington 64 55 .538 6 

New York 61 58 .513 9 

Philadelphia 61 58 .513 9 

Miami 44 74 .373 251/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 64 55 .538 - 

St. Louis 62 55 .530 1 

Milwaukee 62 58 .517 2V2 

Cincinnati 56 62 .475 V/z 

Pittsburgh 50 69 .420 14 

West Division 

Los Angeles 80 41 .661 — 

Arizona 61 59 .508 I8I/2 

San Francisco 60 60 .500 19Vz 

San Diego 55 64 .462 24 

Colorado 53 67 .442 26V2 

Monday’s games 

Houston at Chicago White Sox, ppd. 
N.Y. Yankees 8, Baltimore 5,1st game 
N.Y. Yankees 11, Baltimore 8,2nd game 
Toronto 19, Texas 4 
Cleveland 6, Boston 5 
Pittsburgh 10, L.A. Angels 2 
Tampa Bay 10, San Diego 4 
Washington 7, Cincinnati 6 
Arizona 8, Colorado 6 

Tuesday’s games 

Houston 6, Chicago White Sox 2, 1st 
game 

Chicago White Sox 4, Houston 1, 2nd 
game 

N.Y. Yankees 8, Baltimore 3 
Toronto 3, Texas 0 
Boston 7, Cleveland 6,10 innings 
Seattle 11, Detroit 6 
Minnesota 7, Milwaukee 5 
St. Louis 2, Kansas City 0 
San Francisco 3, Oakland 2 
Pittsburgh 10, L.A. Angels 7 
Tampa Bay 7, San Diego 5 
Philadelphia 4, Chicago Cubs 2 
Washington 3, Cincinnati 1 

L.A. Dodgers 15, Miami 1 
Atlanta 5, N.Y. Mets 3 
Arizona 9, Colorado 3 

Wednesday’s games 
Texas at Toronto 
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees 
Boston at Cleveland 
Houston at Chicago White Sox 
Minnesota at Milwaukee 
Tampa Bay at San Diego 
Oakland at San Francisco 
Seattle at Detroit 
Pittsburgh at L.A. Angels 
St. Louis at Kansas City 
Arizona at Colorado 
Cincinnati at Washington 
Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia 

L.A. Dodgers at Miami 
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta 

Thursday’s games 

Seattle (Milone 1-7) at Detroit (Turn- 
bull 3-10) 

Cleveland (Plutko 4-3) at N.Y. Yankees 
(Tanaka 8-6) 

Minnesota (Smeltzer 1-2) at Texas 
(Payano 1-1) 

Chicago White Sox (Lopez 7-9) at L.A. 
Angels (Heaney 1-3) 

Houston (Sanchez 5-14) at Oakland 
(Fiers 11-3) 

L.A. Dodgers (Buehler 10-2) at Miami 
(Smith 7-6) 

Chicago Cubs (Darvish 4-6) at Phila¬ 
delphia (Smyly 2-6) 

St. Louis (Wacha 6-5) at Cincinnati 
(Gray 7-6) 

N.Y. Mets (Stroman 6-11) at Atlanta 
(Teheran 7-7) 

San Francisco (Samardzija 9-9) at Ari¬ 
zona (Young 4-2) 

Tuesday 

Yankees 8, Orioles 3 

Baltimore New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Villarss 4 0 0 0 LMahieu lb 4 111 

Mancinidh 4 0 0 0 Judge rf 5 112 

Sntnderrf 4 111 UrshelaSb 5 13 1 

Nunez lb 4 111 G.Sanchdh 4 0 2 1 

J.PtrsnIf 4 0 10 Torres 2b 4 110 

Alberto 2b 4 0 10 Grgriusss 5 110 

Sisco c 3 0 0 0 Maybinlf 3 112 

S.WIkrscf 3 111 Rominec 4 13 0 

R. Ruiz 3b 2 0 10 TuchmanefS 12 1 

Totals 32 3 6 3 Totals 37 8 15 8 

Baltimore 000 110 001-3 

New York 120 410 OOx-8 

DP-Baltimore 1, New York 1. LOB-Bal- 
timore 3, New York 10. 2B—J.Peterson (3), 
Alberto (15), R.Ruiz (9), Judge (10), Urshela 
(29), G.Sanchez (10), Gregorius (8), Tauch- 
man (16). HR-Santander (11), Nunez (26), 

S. WIIkerson (10), LeMahieu (19). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Baltimore 

Means L,8-8 3^3 8 6 6 2 1 

M.Castro '/3 2 110 0 

Shepherd 4 5 113 2 

New York 

German W,16-2 7 5 2 2 1 7 


Braves 5, Mets 3 

New York Atlanta 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

McNeil 2b 5 0 11 AenJr. If-rf 5 2 2 1 

A.Rsrioss 5 0 0 0 Albies2b 5 0 10 

P.AInsolb 4 110 F.Frmanlb 3 12 1 
J..Dvislf 3 0 10 Dnldson3b 4 0 3 1 

W.Ramosc 3 0 10 B.McCnn c 4 110 

Cnfortorf 4 10 1 Joyce rf 3 0 2 1 

T.Frzer3b 4 0 2 0 Duvall ph-lf 0 0 0 0 

Lagaresef 4 14 1 Incarte cf 3 0 11 

Wheeler p 1 0 0 0 CIbrsonss 4 0 0 0 

Brach p 0 0 0 0 Fried p 3 110 

Gllormeph 1 0 0 0 L.Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

Avilan p 0 0 0 0 S.Grene p 0 0 0 0 

Familiap 0 0 0 0 Blevins p 0 0 0 0 

Panikph 1 0 0 0 Swarzakp 0 0 0 0 

Gagnon p 0 0 0 0 Ortega ph 10 0 0 
Mlancon p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 10 3 Totals 35 513 5 

New York 010 000 020-3 

Atlanta 210 110 OOx-5 

DP—New York 2, Atlanta 1. LOB—New 
York 9, Atlanta 9. 2B-T.Frazier (12), 
Lagares (8), Inciarte (9), Fried (3). HR— 
Acuna Jr. (34). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Wheeler L,9-7 5 12 5 5 2 2 

Brach 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Avilan ^3 1 0 0 0 1 

Familia Vs 0 0 0 0 1 

Gagnon 1 00000 

Atlanta 

Fried W,14-4 6 6 1 1 3 4 

L. Jackson 1 0 0 0 0 2 

S.Greene Vs 2 2 2 0 0 

Blevins H,8 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

Swarzak H,16 '/s 2 0 0 0 0 

Melancon S,2-2 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Fried (Wheeler), by Avilan 
(Duvall). WP-Wheeler. T-3:18. A-27,627 
(41,149). 

Twins 7, Brewers 5 

Minnesota Milwaukee 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Kepler cf 3 10 0 Caincf 5 0 0 1 

Garverc 5 112 Hiura2b 4 12 0 

J.PIncoss 4 0 10 Yelichrf 5 111 

E.Rsrio If 4 2 2 0 Braun If 3 110 

Sano3b 4 110 Grandal lb 4 12 3 
Arraez 2b 3 0 11 Mstakas 3b 5 0 10 

C.Cronlb 3 0 0 0 Pinac 4 0 2 0 

Gnzalezrf 4 2 2 3 H.Perez ss 4 110 

M. Perez p 2 0 0 0 Grisham ph 1 0 0 0 

Adranzaph 10 11 C.Andrsp 10 0 0 

R. Hrperp 0 0 0 0 F.PrItap 0 0 0 0 

Duffey p 0 0 0 0 Gamel ph 10 0 0 

Schoopph 1 0 0 0 Faria p 0 0 0 0 

S. Dyson p 0 0 0 0 Thames ph 0 0 0 0 

Romop 0 0 0 0 Pmeranzp 0 0 0 0 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 

D.WIImsp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 34 7 9 7 Totals 37 5 10 5 
Minnesota 003 000 130-7 

Milwaukee 000 100 400-5 

E—Garver (5), J.Polanco (12). DP—Min¬ 
nesota 1, Milwaukee 2. LOB—Minnesota 
7, Milwaukee 12. 2B—E.Rosarlo (19), Adri- 
anza (5), Yellch (24), Moustakas (25), 
Pina (6). HR—Garver (22), Gonzalez a4), 
Grandal (20). CS-Arraez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Quintana 6 5 2 1 

Ryan L,3-2 '/si 11 

Phelps % 1 0 0 

Underwood Jr. VI 2 1 1 

Holland '/s 0 0 0 

Philadelphia 

J.Vargas 6 5 2 2 

Parker W,2-2 1 0 0 0 

Morin H,3 10 0 0 

NerisS,21-25 1 0 0 0 

HBP—by Quintana (Segura), b' 
(Lucroy). WP-J.Vargas. T-3:li 
26,442 (43,647). 


Astros 6, White Sox 2 

First Game 

Houston Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 5 12 1 Jayrf 3 0 10 

Altuve2b 4 12 1 Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 

Brntley If 4 0 10 J.Abreu lb 4 12 1 

Correa ss 4 0 0 0 We.CstIc 4 0 10 

Alvarez dh 3 10 0 El.Jmen If 4 0 11 

Gurriel lb 4 2 2 0 Goins 3b 3 0 10 

A.Diaz3b 2 0 0 0 Y.Sanch2b 4 0 0 0 

R.Chrnsc 5 0 2 2 Skoledh 3 0 10 

Mrsnickef 3 10 0 Engel cf 2 10 0 

Totals 34 6 9 4 Totals 31 2 7 2 

Houston 101 001 111-6 

Chicago 000 110 000-2 

DP—Houston 2, Chicago 1. LOB—Hous¬ 
ton 11, Chicago 5. 2B-Brantley (33), Gur¬ 
riel (32), J.Abreu (26), El.Jimenez (9). HR- 
Sprlnger (26), Altuve (21). SB—Marlsnick 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Houston 

Greinke W,12-4 
Harris H,20 


2 2 2 6 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 0 1 


M.Perez 6 61043 

R. Harper BS,3 0 3 4 3 0 0 

Duffey W,2-l 1 10 0 11 

S. Dyson H,18 1 0 0 0 0 1 

RomoS,19-20 1 0 0 0 0 0 


C. Anderson 5 3 3 3 3 4 

F.Peralta 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Faria 1 2 110 1 

Pomeranz L,2-10 H,3 '/si 2 2 10 

Albers H,8 '/s 0 0 0 0 1 

HaderBS,5 '/si 110 1 

D. Williams 1 2 0 0 1 0 

R.Harper pitched to 4 batters in the 
7th HBP—by C.Anderson (C.Cron), by 

Romo (Pina). WP-Faria, Duffey. T-3:47. 
A-44,331 (41,900). 

Phiiiies 4, Cubs 2 

Chicago Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Heyward rf 3 0 0 0 B.Hrper rf 4 0 0 0 

Cstllnsif 4 2 2 1 Hoskins lb 4 0 0 0 

Bryant 3b 3 0 10 Ralmutoc 3 2 2 2 
Rizzo lb 4 0 0 0 Segura ss 3 0 2 0 

J.Baezss 2 0 0 1 KingerySb 3 0 11 

Lucroy c 3 0 10 C.DckrsIf 2 0 0 0 

AlmrJrcf 3 0 10 S.Rdrig ph-lf 2 10 0 

Kempph 1 0 0 0 C.Hrnan2b 4 0 10 

LHapp2b 4 0 0 0 Quinn cf 4 0 2 1 

Qintana p 1 0 0 0 J.Vrgas p 10 0 0 

Schwrbrph 1 0 0 0 Parker p 0 0 0 0 

Ryan p 0 0 0 0 Knapp ph 1110 

Pnelpsp 0 0 0 0 Morin p 0 0 0 0 

Undrwd p 0 0 0 0 B.MIIerph 10 0 0 

Holland p 0 0 0 0 Neris p 0 0 0 0 

Cratini ph 0 0 0 0 

Botepr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 29 2 5 2 Totals 32 4 9 4 

Chicago 000 101 000-2 

Philadelphia 001 010 llx-4 

E-I.Happ (1). DP-Philadelphia 1. 
LOB-Chicago 8, Philadelphia 8. 2B-Bry- 
ant (31), Realmuto (26), Segura (25), 
Kingery (26). 3B-Quinn (1). HR-Castel- 
lanos (16), Realmuto (16). SB—J.Baez 
(10). SF-J.Baez (2), Kingery (1). S-Quin- 
tana (7), J.Vargas (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Cease\,2-5 6 5 4 2 5 2 

Herrera Vs 0 0 0 2 1 

J.Fry 1 3 1110 

Osich I'/s 1 112 2 

Cease pitched to 1 batter in the 7th 
HBP-by Greinke (Engel). WP-Osich. 
T-3:17. 

White Sox 4, Astros 1 

Second Game 

Houston Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerrf 4 0 2 1 Goins 3b 4 0 2 2 

Altuve 2b 4 0 0 0 Ti.Andrss 4 0 0 0 

Alvarez dh 4 0 10 J.Abreu dh 4 0 10 
Correa ss 3 0 0 0 J.McCnnc 4 12 0 

Gurriel lb 3 0 0 0 El.Jmen If 4 0 10 

Reddick If 3 0 0 0 Skolelb 3 110 

A.Diaz3b 3 110 Y.Sanch2b 3 110 
MIdnadoc 3 0 0 0 Engel cf 4 111 

Straw cf 3 0 0 0 Cordell rf 3 0 11 

Totals 30 1 4 1 Totals 33 410 4 

Houston 001 000 000-1 

Chicago 030 100 OOx-4 

E—Ti.Anderson (20), Devenski (1). 
DP—Houston 1, Chicago 1. LOB—Houston 
3, Chicago 7. 2B-Cord^ell (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Devenski L,2-l 2 5 3 1 0 0 

Biagini 3 2 1112 

Rondon 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Joe.Smith 1 10 0 12 

Chicago 


Nationals 3, Reds 1 

Cincinnati Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Winker If 4 0 2 0 T.Trnerss 4 0 2 0 

Vottolb 3 0 2 0 V.Rblescf 4 110 

E.Sarez3b 4 0 10 Rendon 3b 4 0 10 

Aquino rf 4 0 0 0 J.Soto If 3 111 

VnMeter2b 4 0 10 Kndricklb 3 0 0 0 

Senzelcf 4 110 B.Dzier2b 2 111 

J. lgissss 4 0 11 Parra rf 2 0 0 0 

K. Frmerc 3 0 0 0 Gomes c 3 0 0 0 

Stphnsnp 0 0 0 0 Ross p 2 0 0 0 

Galvisph 10 10 Strekinp 0 0 0 0 
A.Wood p 1 0 0 0 M.Adams phi 0 0 0 

Perazaph 0 0 0 0 Suerop 0 0 0 0 

Simsp 0 0 0 0 Dan.Hdsp 0 0 0 0 

Brnhartph-c 2 0 0 0 

Totals 34 1 9 1 Totals 28 3 6 2 

Cincinnati 000 000 100-1 

Washington 100 200 OOx-3 

DP—Cincinnati 1, Washington 1. 
LOB—Cincinnati 8, Washington 3. 2B— 
Winker (17), VanMeter (9), Senzel (20), 

T.Turner (24), V.Robles (20). HR-J.Soto 
(25), B.Dozier (17). SB-J.lglesias (5). 
CS-B.Dozier(3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


1 14 


.LWoodL,l-l 5 6 3 3 0 4 

Sims 2 0 0 0 2 3 

Stephenson 1 00001 

Washington 

Ross W,3-3 6% 5 112 3 

Strickland H,4 '/s 0 0 0 0 0 

Suero H,15 VI 1 


Cardinals 2 , Royals 0 

St. Louis Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

De.FwIrrf 3 10 0 Mrrfeldcf 4 0 10 

Edman3b 4 0 11 A.Grdon If 4 0 0 0 

Gldschmlb 3 0 0 1 H.Dzierrf 4 0 10 

Ozunalf 3 0 0 0 Solerdh 2 0 10 

DeJongss 3 0 0 0 Cthbert3b 4 0 0 0 

M.Crpntdh 3 0 10 O’Hearn lb 3 0 0 0 
Molina c 4 0 0 0 Arteaga ss 3 0 0 0 

Wong 2b 3 0 2 0 Viloriac 3 0 0 0 

Thomas cf 3 110 N.Lopez 2b 2 0 10 

Totals 29 2 5 2 Totals 29 0 4 0 

St. Louis 101 000 000-2 

Kansas City 000 000 000-0 

E-Cuthbert (9). DP-St. Louis 2, Kan¬ 

sas City 1. LOB—St. Louis 5, Kansas City 
5. 2B-M.Carpenter (14), Wong (19), 

H.Dozier (21). SB-Ozuna (11). CS-De- 
Jong (5). SF-Goldschmidt (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


St. Louis 

Flaherty W,6-6 7 3 0 0 1 7 

A.MillerH,19 l'/3 0 0 0 1 1 

C.Martinez S,13-16 % 1 0 0 0 0 

Kansas City 

Sparkman L,3-8 6 4 2 1 1 2 

Newberry 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Hill '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

J.Barnes VI 0 0 0 1 1 

Barlow 1 0 0 0 2 0 

HBP-by Flaherty (Soler). T-2:54. A- 
23,563 (37,903). 


Mariners 11, Tigers 6 

Seattle Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M. Smithcf-rf 5 12 1 Goodrumcf 5 2 10 

J. Crwfrss 5 0 11 D.Lugo3b 4 0 2 0 

Do.Sntndh 3 10 0 Mi.Cbrrdh 4 0 11 

Vgibach lb 3 10 0 Dixon If 5 0 10 

Broxtoncf 1 0 0 0 Ro.Rdri2b 5 0 10 

Au.Nolarf-lb 4 1 1 0 J.Hicks lb 5 12 1 

K. Sager3b 4 3 3 6 Dmritte rf 5 2 2 0 

T.Mrphyc 4 2 2 2 J.Rgersc 3 112 

D.Grdon2b 5 110 Mercer ss 4 0 2 1 

Lopes If 4 111 

Moore If 0 0 0 0 

Totals 38111111 Totals 40 613 5 

Seattle 001 206 002-11 

Detroit 001 410 000- 6 

E—Goodrum (15). DP—Detroit 1. 
LOB-Seattle 6, Detroit 10. 2B-M.Smith 
(18), Lopes (1), Goodrum (25), D.Lugo 
(1), Mi.Cabrera (17), Dixon (13), Mercer 
(9). HR-K.Seager 3 (14), T.Murphy 2 (12), 
J.Hicks (8), J.Rogers (4). SB-M.Smith 
(32), Demeritte (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Kikuchi 3'/3 9 5 5 1 3 

Grotz W,l-0 V/i 2 1113 

Brennan 0 0 0 0 1 0 

TuivailalaH,! 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WislerH,5 1 1 0 0 0 2 

MagillH,! 1 0 0 0 0 0 

LSwanson 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Detroit 

Boyd L,6-9 5'/3 7 7 6 2 4 

Ni.Ramirez 0 3 2 2 0 0 

Hall IVl 0 0 0 2 3 

B. Farmer 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Cisnero 1 1 2 2 2 2 

Ni.Ramirez pitched to 3 batters in the 
6th Brennan pitched to 0 batter in the 6th 
WP—Boyd, Grotz, Ni.Ramirez. T—3:42. 
A-16,195 (41,297). 

Dodgers 15, Marlins 1 

Los Angeles Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Pdersonrf 3 0 0 0 Bertiss-lf 2 110 

Garlickph-rf 3 12 1 I.Diaz 2b 3 0 0 0 

Muncy 2b 5 111 Bri.And rf 4 0 11 

J.Trner3b 2 112 Brigham p 0 0 0 0 

Ru.Mrtn3b-p 2 0 0 0 J.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Blingerlb-cf 5 111 Holadayp 0 0 0 0 
Pollock cf 3 2 3 0 Cooper lb 3 0 10 

Ngrn pr-cf-ss 2 2 10 S.Cstro 3b 4 0 0 0 

C. Sagerss 4 112 H.Rmrez If-rf4 0 0 0 

Chrgois p 0 0 0 0 Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 

Frguson p 1110 Brinson cf 3 0 10 

Kolarek lb 0 0 0 0 Ymamoto p 1 0 0 0 

Will.Smc 4 3 2 3 Grndrsn ph 10 0 0 

Beaty If 5 2 2 4 Chen p 0 0 0 0 

D. Mayp 3 0 0 0 Brice p 0 0 0 0 

J.Kellyp 0 0 0 0 Mreroph-ssl 0 0 0 

E. Rioslb-3b 10 0 0 

Totals 431515 14 Totals 29141 
Los Angeles 010 302 414-15 

Miami 000 100 000- 1 

E—S.Castro (10). DP—Los Angeles 2. 
LOB—Los Angeles 6, Miami 5. 2B—Gar- 
lick (3), Muncy (17), Pollock 3 (9), Fer¬ 
guson (1), Bri.Anderson (29). 3B—Beaty 
(1). HR-J.Turner (20), Bellinger (39), 

C. Seager (10), Will.Smith 2 (9), Beaty (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

D. MayW,l-l 51^ 3 1115 

J.Kelly '/3 0 0 0 1 1 

Chargois 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Ferguson 1 00002 

Ru.Martin 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Miami 

Yamamoto L,4-4 5 4 4 4 2 2 

Chen 2 6 6 6 0 2 

Brice 1 1110 1 

Brigham Vi 4 4 4 2 2 

J.Garcia 0 0 0 0 1 0 

Holaday 'AO 0 0 0 0 

J.Garcia pitched to 1 batter in the 9th 
HBP-by D.May (I.Diaz), by Ferguson 
(Berti). WP-Yamamoto. T-3:22. A- 
8,729 (36,742). 

Rays 7, Padres 5 

Tampa Bay San Diego 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Heredia cf 4 1 1 0 TtsJr.ss 4 0 2 0 

N. Andrsp 0 0 0 0 Baez p 0 0 0 0 

Roe p 0 0 0 0 Erlin p 0 0 0 0 

Aguilar ph 10 10 Naylor ph 10 0 0 

Afvradop 0 0 0 0 A.Munoz p 0 0 0 0 

Pagan p 0 0 0 0 Yates p 0 0 0 0 

Meadwslf-rf5 1 2 2 Myers If 3 10 0 

M. Duffy3b 4 10 0 Machado 3b 3 0 0 0 

Av.Grci rf 3 0 0 0 Renfroe rf 4 10 0 

Brsseau ph-lf 2 0 0 0 Hosmer lb 5 1 3 1 

Choi lb 5 2 3 2 Margot cf 3 2 0 0 

Adames ss 4 2 3 1 Urias2b-ss 3 0 2 3 

Sogard2b 4 0 11 Hedges c 3 0 0 0 

Zuninoc 1 0 0 0 F.Mejiaph-cl 0 0 0 

Krmierph-cf 3 0 0 0 Lauerp 10 0 0 

B.McKay p 1 0 0 0 Stammen p 0 0 0 0 

D.Cstllp 0 0 0 0 Grciaph-2b 10 0 0 

d’Arnud ph-c 2 0 0 0 

Totals 39 711 6 Totals 32 5 7 4 

Tampa Bay 110 011 300-7 

San Diego 400 000 010-5 

E—Hosmer (10), Stammen (1), Alvara¬ 
do (1), Meadows (1). DP—Tampa Bay 1. 
LOB—Tampa Bay 10, San Diego 9. 2B—He¬ 
redia (10), Choi 2 (14), Adames (19), So- 
gard (20), Hosmer (22), L.Urias (3). HR- 
Meadows (20), Choi (11). CS-Tatis Jr. (6). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Tampa Bay 

B.McKay 4 5 4 4 6 7 

D.Castillo 1 1 n n 1 2 

N. Anderson W,4-4 
Roe H,18 
Alvarado H,7 
Pagan S,13-19 
San Diego 

Stammen BS,9 
Baez L,0-1 


0 0 11 

10 11 
0 0 0 4 

3 3 2 4 

10 0 1 
3 3 10 

0 0 0 1 

0 0 2 1 


Red Sox 7, Indians 6 (10) 

Boston Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Betts rf 5 2 2 1 Lindorss 5 0 3 3 

Devers 3b 6 16 3 Mercado cf 5 0 10 

Bgaertsss 6 0 10 C.Sntnalb 4 2 2 1 

Mrtinezdh 4 12 0 F.Reyesdh 3 112 
Bnntndi If 4 0 0 0 M.Frmnpr-dhl 0 0 0 
Mreland lb 5 0 11 Jo.Rmir3b 5 0 0 0 

M.Hrnan2b 5 12 1 R.Perezc 4 10 0 

Leone 3 0 0 0 Kipnis2b 4 0 0 0 

C. Vazqz ph-c 1 0 0 0 G.AIIen If 4 2 10 

BrdlyJcf 4 2 2 1 Naquin rf 4 0 10 

Totals 43 716 7 Totals 39 6 9 6 

Boston 110 022 000 1-7 

Cleveland 000 102 201 0-6 

E—Devers (18). DP—Cleveland 2. LOB— 
Boston 11, Cleveland 6.2B—Devers 4 (43), 
Lindor 2 (29). 3B-Betts (5). HR-Bradley 
Jr. (14), C.Santana (27), F.Reyes (29). SB- 

G.AIIen (3). CS-Devers (8), Lindor (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Boston 

Sale 6Vi 5 5 3 2 12 

M.Barnes H,19 Vi 1 0 0 11 

J.TaylorH,3 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Eovaldi H,4 Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Workman W,9-l BS,5 1 2 110 1 

CashnerS,!-! 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Cleveland 

Clevinger 4Vi 11 4 4 2 6 

Josh D.Smith 2'/3 1 2 2 2 2 

Cimber 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Clippard 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Wittgren L,4-l 1 2 110 1 

M.Barnes pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th HBP-by Josh D.Smith (Bradley Jr.). 
T-4:07. A-26,662 (35,225). 

Diamondbacks 9, Rockies 3 

Arizona Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

J. Dyson cf 5 111 BIckmon rf 5 13 0 

D. PrItalf 5 112 Story ss 5 0 2 0 

K. Marte2b 3 10 0 Arenado3b 4 0 0 1 

C.WIkerlb 5 12 2 D.Mrphylb 5 0 11 

Lamb 3b 4 2 10 Tapia If 4 0 3 0 

J.Rojasrf 3 110 McMahn2b4 0 1 0 
Ahmed ss 4 13 3 Dazacf 3 0 0 0 

A.Avilac 3 0 0 0 Estevez p 0 0 0 0 

Gallenp 2 110 Bettis p 0 0 0 0 

McFrIndp 0 0 0 0 Y.AInso ph 10 0 0 

A.Jonesph 1 0 0 0 McGee p 0 0 0 0 

Ginkel p 0 0 0 0 Nunez c 4 111 

Flores ph 10 11 Hoffman p 1 0 1 0 
Y.Lopez p 0 0 0 0 Tinoco p 1110 

Hampsoncf2 0 0 0 
Totals 36 9 11 9 Totals 39 313 3 

Arizona 520 000 020-9 

Colorado 100 100 010-3 

LOB—Arizona 5, Colorado 12. 2B— 

Blackmon 2 (32), McMahon (19). 3B- 
Ahmed (4). HR—J.Dyson (7), D.Peralta 
(11), C.Walker (21), Ahmed (14), Nunez 
(1). SB-Tapia (5). CS-J.Rojas (1). SF- 
Arenado (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Gallen 4 9 2 2 1 3 

McFarland 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Ginkel W,l-0 2 1 0 0 0 2 

Y.Lopez 2 2 1112 

Colorado 

Hoffman L,l-4 2 6 7 7 1 3 

Tinoco 3 1 0 0 3 2 

Estevez 2 00001 

Bettis 1 3 2 2 1 1 

McGee 1 10002 

T-3:32. A-31,815 (50,398). 


Giants 3, Athietics 2 


Oakland 


r h bi 


San Francisco 


r hbi 


Erlin 
A.Munoz 

Yates '/3 u u u u 1 

WP-D.Castillo. T-3:44. A-25,261 

(42,445). 


Semienss 4 0 10 Solano 2b 3 0 0 0 
M.Chpmn3b 4 0 10 Gnntt ph-2b 0 0 0 1 

M.OIson lb 4 0 0 0 Rickard If 4 0 10 

Canhacf 3 0 0 1 Posey c 3 110 

Pinder2b 4 0 0 0 Lngoria3b 4 111 

Pscottyrf 3 111 Pillar cf 4 0 2 1 

Grssman If 3 0 0 0 Slater rf 3 0 10 

Garneauc 3 110 A.Grcialb 2 10 0 
Bre.Andp 2 0 0 0 Belt lb 0 0 0 0 

Diekmanp 0 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 2 0 0 0 

Petit p 0 0 0 0 Bmgrnerp 2 0 0 0 

Treinenp 0 0 0 0 Morontap 0 0 0 0 

K.Davisph 10 10 Will.Smp 0 0 0 0 
Profarpr 0 0 0 0 

Totals 31 2 5 2 Totals 27 3 6 3 

Oakland 000 010 001-2 

San Francisco 000 002 lOx—3 

E—Semien (10). DP—Oakland 1, San 
Francisco 1. LOB—Oakland 3, San Fran¬ 
cisco 5.2B-Posey (23), Longoria (16), Pil¬ 
lar (30). HR-Piscotty (12). CS-Pillar (4). 
SF—Gennett (2). S—Bumgarner (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


'AO 112 0 

V5 0 0 0 0 0 

Treinen 1 0 0 0 1 0 

San Francisco 

Bumgarner W,8-7 7 2 1 1 0 9 

MorontaH,13 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Will.SmithS,29-32 1 3 1 1 1 3 

WP-Bre.Anderson. T-2:45. A-36,663 
(41,915). 

Caiendar 

Aug. 18 — Pittsburgh vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Williamsport, Pa. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 
players. 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 3 — Division Series start. 

Oct. 11 — League Championship Se¬ 
ries start. 

Oct. 22 - World Series starts. 

SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 29 
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Acuna homers, shines in field in Braves' win 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Ronald Acuna Jr. heard chants of 
“MVP! MVP! MVP!” as he trotted off the field in 
the sixth inning, tipping his cap to the crowd when 
he reached the dugout. 

Maybe the Atlanta fans are on to something. 

It was another dazzling all-around night for the 
21-year-old phenom, who scored his 100th run after 
smashing one off the wall, hit another one into the 
seats, and showed off his dazzling arm with a bullet 
of a throw to the plate. 

Acuna’s heroics carried Max Fried to his fifth 
straight win, leading the Braves past the New York 
Mets 5-3 on a sweltering Tuesday night. 

“It’s kind of normal for me now,” Fried said. 
“He’s a tremendous player and he plays hard every 
night.” 

The Braves cooled down a New York team that 
had won 15 of its last 17 games to surge into playoff 
contention. 

Acuna sparked a two-run first against Zack 


Wheeler by leading off with a long single off the wall 
in right-center, coming around to score his 100th 
run of the season on Josh Donaldson’s single. In the 
fourth, the youngster lined a 409-foot drive into the 
left-field seats for his 34th homer. 

He wasn’t done, either. Acuna ended the sixth by 
scooping up a single to left by Juan Lagares and ri¬ 
fling a one-hop throw to the plate to get Todd Fra¬ 
zier trying to score from second. 

“His arm is a weapon,” manager Brian Snitker 
said. 

The Mets have lost two in a row for the first time 
since July 18-19 at San Francisco. 

Wheeler (9-7) took the blame. The suburban At¬ 
lanta native was pounded for 12 hits and all five At¬ 
lanta runs before he was lifted after the fifth. 

“I just didn’t have it,” Wheeler said. “It stinks. 
We’re on this run and I really didn’t give us a chance. 
This one’s on me.” 

Fried (14-4) went six strong innings, surrendering 
his lone run in the second after plunking Wheeler 
with a two-out, two-strike pitch. Jeff McNeil fol¬ 
lowed with a run-scoring single. 



Curtis Compton, Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP 


Braves catcher Brian McCann tags out the Mets’ Todd Frazier at the 
plate on a throw from Ronald Acuna Jr. in the sixth inning Tuesday. 



Tony Dejak/AP 

The Red Sox’s Jackie Bradiey Jr. watches his solo home run during 
the 10th inning against the Indians on Tuesday in Cleveland. 

Scoreboard 
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Blue Jays 3, Rangers 0 

Texas Toronto 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Choorf 4 0 0 0 Bchettess 3 0 0 0 

Da.Sntnlb 4 0 2 0 Biggio2b 3 0 0 0 

Andrus ss 4 0 0 0 GrrrJr3b 4 0 10 

W.CIhunlf 3 0 10 Smoaklb 3 0 10 

Pence dh 3 0 10 Grichukdh 4 12 1 

Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 T.Hrnan cf 4 111 

Frsythe 3b 4 0 0 0 McKnney rf 3 1 11 

DSheldscf 3 0 0 0 Drury If 3 0 0 0 

Mathis C 3 0 10 Fisher If 0 0 0 0 

Mazaraph 1 0 0 0 McGuire c 3 0 0 0 

Totals 32 0 5 0 Totals 30 3 6 3 

Texas 000 000 000-0 

Toronto 010 002 OOx-3 

E—Odor (9). LOB—Texas 10, Toronto 7. 
2B—Da.Santana2 (19), Pence (17), Guerre¬ 
ro Jr. (22). HR-Grichuk (22), T.Hernandez 
(19), McKinney (9). SB-Pence (5). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Lynn L,14-8 5 4 1 1 3 6 

S.Kelley 1 2 2 2 0 0 

Clase 1 0 0 0 0 1 

D.Carpenter 1 0 0 0 1 1 

Toronto 

Font 2 10022 

Pannone W,3-5 4 2 0 0 2 3 

Mayza H,16 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Law H,2 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Giles S,16-17 1 0 0 0 1 1 

WP-Pannone. T-2:48. A-22,958 

(53,506). 


Pirates 10, Angels 7 

Pittsburgh Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

A.Frzer2b 5 13 1 FItcherss 4 3 4 0 

Rynoldsif 4 3 3 1 Trout cf 2 10 0 

S. Martecf 6 13 0 Ohtani dh 5 2 2 2 

Bell dh 4 2 2 3 Upton If 5 0 13 

Moran 3b 4 12 1 K.CIhun rf 3 110 
J.Osunalb 4 12 2 Pujols lb 3 0 11 

Newman ss 5 0 10 Thaiss3b 4 0 0 0 

StIIngsc 5 0 0 0 Rengifo2b 4 0 11 

P.Reyesrf 4 111 Stassic 4 0 0 0 

Totals 4110 17 9 Totals 34 710 7 
Pittsburgh 003 041 200-10 

Los Angeles 311 000 002- 7 

E-Canning (2), Trout (3). DP-Pitts- 
burgh 3. LOB—Pittsburgh 11, Los Angeles 
7. 2B-A.Frazier (24), Moran (20), J.Osuna 
(13), Fletcher (25), Ohtani (14), K.Calhoun 
(22). 3B-Ohtani (3). HR-Reynolds (13), 
Bell (31). SB-Ohtani (10). SF-J.Osuna 
(2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Pittsburgh 

Tr.WilliamsW,5-5 5 7 5 5 5 2 

FelizH,3 1 10 0 12 

Liriano 2 0 0 0 0 2 

C.Holmes Vs 2 2 2 1 0 

F.Vazquez S,22-23 % 0 0 0 0 0 

Los Angeies 

Canning 4 6 3 3 3 2 

T. Cole L,2-4 % 5 4 4 0 0 

LGarcia VA 1 112 3 

Jewell 3 5 2 2 0 1 

HBP-by Jewell (P.Reyes). T-3:46. A- 
33,568 (45,050). 


Roundup 

Sale, Devers help Boston hold on 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Jackie Brad¬ 
ley Jr. homered with one out in 
the 10th inning as the Boston Red 
Sox edged the Cleveland Indians 
7-6 on Tuesday night after blow¬ 
ing a late lead and potential win 
for ace Chris Sale. 

Rafael Devers became the 
first player in m^or league his¬ 
tory with six hits and four dou¬ 
bles — and he made a costly error 
at third base — as the Red Sox 
won for just the fourth time in 16 
games. 

“Every single ball was a scud 
missile,” Bradley said. “He hit it 
hard every time.” 

Bradley drove a 2-0 pitch from 
Nick Wittgren (4-1) over the wall 
in right field for his 14th homer, 
allowing the Red Sox to hang on. 

It was anything but easy as 
Boston blew a 6-1 lead over the 
final four innings, costing Sale 
his seventh win on a night when 
he also made history by getting 
to 2,000 career strikeouts faster 
than any other pitcher. 

Sale came in needing five 
strikeouts to reach 2,000. He 
struck out the side in the first, 
added his fourth in the second 
and reached the plateau in the 
third by fanning rookie Oscar 
Mercado for the final out with a 
wicked, 81 mph slider. 

“I’m not a guy who is really into 
his stats, but I respect it. I appre¬ 
ciate what it means,” Sale said. 

Yankees 8, Orioles 3: Domingo 
German pitched seven strong in¬ 
nings to become the first 16-game 
winner in the majors and host 
New York ran its winning streak 
over Baltimore to 15 games. 

DJ LeMahieu homered on 
the first pitch he saw and Aaron 
Judge added a two-run double in 
New York’s four-run fourth. 

Nationals 3, Reds 1: Brian 
Dozier hit his 17th home run, 
Juan Soto hit a second-deck shot 
for his 25th and Joe Ross extend¬ 
ed his scoreless streak to 17^3 
innings as host Washington beat 
Cincinnati. 


Ross (3-3) allowed one run and 
five hits in his 6% innings, and 
Daniel Hudson earned his third 
save of the season as Washington 
won its third game in a row. 

Giants 3, Athletics 2: Madison 
Bumgarner struck out nine in 
seven innings, pitching host San 
Francisco past Oakland. 

Evan Longoria and Kevin Pil¬ 
lar each hit RBI doubles during 
a string of three straight two- 
out doubles by the Giants in the 
sixth. 

Blue Jays 3, Rangers 0: Five 
Blue Jays pitchers combined on 
a five-hitter, Teoscar Hernandez 
and Billy McKinney hit back-to- 
back home runs, and host Toronto 
beat slumping Texas. 

Texas has lost six of seven, a 
stretch in which the Rangers have 
been shut out twice and scored 
more than three runs just once. 

Phillies 4, Cubs 2: J.T. Real- 
muto homered and drove in the 
tiebreaking run with an RBI 
double in the seventh inning to lift 
host Philadelphia over Chicago. 

The Phillies overcame 15 
strikeouts for the win, but the 
pitching staff did the job. 

Jason Vargas allowed two runs 
and five hits in six innings. Blake 
Parker (2-2) and Mike Morin each 
tossed a hitless inning and Hector 
Neris finished for his 21st save. 

Dodgers 15, Marlins 1: Rookie 
Will Smith had his first two-homer 
game, and Los Angeles twice hit 
back-to-back homers in a rout of 
host Miami. 

Cody Bellinger tied a career 
high with his 39th home run and 
Justin Turner hit his 20th for the 
Dodgers, who totaled six homers, 
a season-high 13 extra-base hits 
and no singles until there were 
two out in the ninth. 

Astros 6-1, White Sox 2-4: 
Ivan Nova tossed a four-hitter 
and host Chicago took advantage 
of an injury to Houston ace Ger- 
rit Cole for a win and split of a 
doubleheader. 

Houston won the first game be¬ 
hind six solid innings from Zack 
Greinke and solo home runs by 


George Springer and Jose Altuve. 

Cole didn’t start the second 
game because of right hamstring 
discomfort. Chris Devenski (2-1) 
took the mound and lasted just 
two innings in taking the loss. 

Mariners 11, Tigers 6: Kyle 
Seager homerecl three times and 
Tom Murphy added two to lead 
visiting Seattle past Detroit. 

Seager and Murphy hit back- 
to-back homers in the fourth and 
sixth innings before Seager added 
his third in the ninth 

Cardinals 2, Royals 0: Jack 
Flaherty tossed seven innings of 
three-hit ball. Tommy Edman 
and Paul Goldschmidt drove in 
the only runs and visiting St. 
Louis beat Kansas City. 

Flaherty (6-6) struck out seven 
with a lone walk. The right-hand¬ 
er left after throwing 110 pitches, 
and the St. Louis bullpen nailed 
down the win. 

Twins 7, Brewers 5: Christian 
Yelich returned to the starting 
lineup and sparked a late rally, 
but it wasn’t enough for host Mil¬ 
waukee as Marwin Gonzalez hit a 
three-run homer to propel Minne¬ 
sota to a come-from-behind win. 

With Milwaukee trailing 4-1 in 
the seventh inning, Yelich hit an 
RBI double and scored on Yas- 
mani Grandal’s three-run home 
run. But Gonzalez hit his blast 
in the eighth to put the Twins 
ahead. 

Diamondbacks 9, Rockies 3: 

Jarrod Dyson homered on the 
second pitch of the game during a 
five-run first inning, and visiting 
Arizona beat Colorado. 

Rays 7, Padres 5: Ji-Man Choi 
hit a go-ahead, two-run home run 
with two outs in the seventh in¬ 
ning and rookie Austin Meadows 
also connected as visiting Tampa 
Bay beat San Diego for its fifth 
straight win. 

The Rays, who hold the AL’s 
second wild-card spot, have won 
nine straight on the road. 

Pirates 10, Angels 7: Josh 
Bell homered and had three RBIs 
as visiting Pittsburgh rallied past 
Los Angeles. 
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Man in Black 

Intense is the only way Jets 
defensive coordinator knows 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 
Associated Press 

FLORHAM PARK, N. J. 

G regg Williams has been 
described in many 
ways during his 30- 
year NFL coaching 
career — several flat¬ 
tering, and others not 
exactly appropriate for 
young ears. 

But there’s one adjec¬ 
tive used by most any¬ 
one you ask, love him or 
hate him. 

Intense. 

That’s how Williams 
goes about his business, 
and the New York Jets 
defensive coordinator 
expects his players to do 
the same. 

“When we have to 
worry about the inten¬ 
sity of the players, we 
have the wrong play¬ 
ers,” Williams said 
Tuesday. “When we 
have to worry about the 
competition and the lack of com¬ 
petition in practice or games, we 
have the wrong people — coaches 
and players.” 

Decked out in his dark Jets 
shirt and pants in the scorching 
summer heat, Williams is the 
Jets’ man in black. 

It’s visually fitting for a guy 
known for devising aggressive 
defenses — and for being at the 


center of the New Orleans Saints’ 
Bountygate scandal seven years 
ago for which he was suspended 


He’s the defensive mad profes¬ 
sor to head coach Adam Gase’s 
matching persona on offense. 

“I told him the first time I met 
him: ‘You’re a pain in 
the ass to game plan for, 
so it’s nice to have you 
in the same locker room 
and meeting room as 
me,”’ Jets offensive line 
coach Frank Pollack 
said with a big grin. 

Williams is an intimi¬ 
dating presence with his 
menacing scowls, inces¬ 
sant shouting on the field 
and tendency to call out 
players right in front of 
teammates. 

The 61-year-old coach 
certainly knows how to 
Williams make his point. 

New York Jets “Well, it’s been that 

defensive way my whole life, and 
coordinator it’s say what I mean, and 
mean what I say,” he 
said. “You can’t B.S. players. ... 
The thing that is easily convinced 
when you go to a new place is 
find the best guy there and make 
him do it. And, everybody else 
says, ‘Uh oh.’ Yep, uh oh. Mom 
and Dad didn’t make you do that 
stuff. Mom and Dad couldn’t play, 
either.” 

Williams wants mentally tough 
players because of the pound- 


When 
we have 
to worry 
about the 
intensity 
of the 
piayers, 
we have 
the wrong 
piayers. ^ 



Julio Cortez/AP 


New York Jets defensive coordinator Gregg Williams looks on as his players run drills at the team’s 
training facility on June 4 in Florham Park, N.J. Williams has been described in many ways during his 
30-year NFL coaching career — several flattering, and others not exactly appropriate for young ears. 


ing the game takes every week 
— physically and mentally. 

That’s why he insists on having 
them run after every loose ball, 
even if it’s clear it’s an incomplete 
pass. 

That’s why he’ll get on even the 
most experienced of guys when 
they drop a sure-thing intercep¬ 
tion or miss an assignment. 

He’s big on “caused penal¬ 
ties,” whether it be a false start 
or a holding call drawn by the de¬ 


fense, and other plays that don’t 
appear on normal postgame stats 
sheets such as caused sacks and 
interceptions. 

“Otherwise, I tease them all the 
time,” Williams said, “I could just 
throw a highway cone out there 
and let that guy get in the way.” 

No matter what it is, Williams 
wants winners. 

“There has been a smile on my 
face since I walked in here,” said 
Williams, who spent the past two 


years in Cleveland. “These young 
men want to compete, whether 
it’s an argument, whether they’re 
playing chess or checkers in the 
room, anything. They want to 
compete, and they want to know 
that I’m there to pull them back 
if they go too far. That’s what I’m 
supposed to be doing. 

“But, if they won’t do that, we’ve 
got the wrong people, OK? And, 
you can’t win at this level without 
that kind of competition.” 


Draw: They’ve got a good ball club and the best offense in the league’ 



Ben Margot/A P 


Head coach Andy Reid, left, and quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, led the Chiefs to 
the AFC championship game last season, where they lost in overtime to the Patriots. 
Free agents see a bright future in Kansas City and have made it a top destination. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

In fact, that may be the biggest reason 
everyone seems to want to play in Kan¬ 
sas City: the unique combination of an in¬ 
novative players’ coach in Andy Reid and 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes, whose re- 
cord-setting debut as the starter portends 
postseason success for years to come. 

“They’ve got a good ball club and the 
best offense in the league,” said Claiborne, 
a former first-round draft pick who signed 
a $3 million deal late last week. 

The beauty of that mindset among play¬ 
ers, at least from the Chiefs’ perspective, is 
that it creates a snowball effect. Top play¬ 
ers want to play for a good team, making a 
good team even better. 

The biggest pitfall of the Chiefs a year 
ago, when they lost to the Patriots in over¬ 
time in the AFC title game, was their 
much-maligned defense. But consider 
their quartet of high-profile additions: All 
of them reside on that side of the ball, shor¬ 
ing up the biggest weakness. 

They’ve made a team that has won 
three consecutive AFC West titles even 
stronger. 

“I just got finished playing with Aaron 
Rodgers,” said Breeland, who played part 
of last season in Green Bay, “and to me 
(Mahomes) is like a younger version of 
Rodgers with a lot more attributes. Young 
guys are starting to propel differently 
these days. He’s an exciting player and I’m 


just ready to compete against him. I know 
that if I can ball against him at practice, 
then I can play against anybody.” 

Claiborne was recently suspended the 
first four games of the regular season for 
violating the NFL’s substance-abuse poli¬ 
cy. So not only was he looking for a place 
where he could win after average seasons 
with the Cowboys and Jets, he was looking 
for a place that could give him a second 
chance. 

Just like the Chiefs have given to Ma- 
thieu, who was kicked off the team at LSU 
before becoming an NFL star, and Clark, 
who likewise was booted off his college 
team before Seattle drafted him. 

Both have steered clear of trouble in 
the league, but both — like wide receiv¬ 
er Tyreek Hill and several others that 
have come through Kansas City — carry 
baggage. 

“They knew what I was going through 
and they wanted to help me through it,” 
Claiborne said. “That was a part of the 
reason that really made up my mind as I 
want to come here. These guys not only 
care about me as a football player, but as a 
man and as a person.” 

Players around the league are aware of 
the culture and success in Kansas City, 
too. Claiborne said Mathieu, his old col¬ 
lege teammate, called him not long ago to 
stump for him signing with the Chiefs. 

It was a sales pitch that is becoming in¬ 
creasingly unnecessary. 
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Jeffrey Phelps/AP 

Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, and coach Matt LaFleur bump fists during the first half of the 
team’s preseason game against the Houston Texans on Thursday in Green Bay, Wis. 


Rodgers’ debut in LaFleur’s 
offense to last ‘quarter or so’ 


By Keith Jenkins 

Associated Press 

GREEN BAY, Wis. — For the first time this pre¬ 
season, the world will have the opportunity to see 
what Aaron Rodgers looks like in Matt LaFleur’s 
offense. 

The Packers’ first-year coach said Tuesday that 
Rodgers and the rest of the first-team offense and 
first-team defense will play for about “a quarter or 
so” on Thursday when Green Bay heads to Balti¬ 
more to face the Ravens in their second preseason 
game. 

“We’re always fluid with that, dependent upon 
how the game goes and how much time they have,” 
LaFleur said. “But everybody should be prepared to 
play about a quarter or so.” 

Thursday will be Rodgers’ preseason debut after 
the 15th-year pro watched the entire preseason 
opener against the Texans last week from the side¬ 
line in warmups while listening to the offensive 
communications on his headset. 

Rodgers said he wants to make sure he stays 
healthy and plays efficient football on Thursday 
night. 

“It will be a good test for our first time running 
this offense in another stadium, on the road, against 
a really good defense,” he said. 

For the umpteenth time, Rodgers was asked on 
Tuesday about his relationship with LaFleur. Spe¬ 
cifically, Rodgers was asked what he wishes people 
knew about his relationship with his new coach who 
is just four years his senior. 

“We have a great line of communication,” he said. 
“But I’m not sitting up here wishing people — T 
wish you just knew this’ — I don’t care. Look, I don’t 
need to go out and prove to anybody how great Matt 
and I are getting along, or him stand up there and 
say how great it’s been. Look, we’re having a great 


time, we’re communicating, and the conjecture is 
for clickbait news stories you guys can put on your 
websites.” 

Rodgers said the dialogue between him and LaF¬ 
leur has been great because Rodgers knows who’s 
the boss — LaFleur. 

LaFleur said Rodgers’ backfield mate, running 
back Aaron Jones, will not play. Jones, who led the 
team with 728 yards on the ground last season, par¬ 
ticipated in his first team (11-on-ll) period on Tues¬ 
day after missing six practices and the preseason 
opener because of a hamstring issue. 

“I wouldn’t even call it an injury; it was just tight,” 
Jones said. 

The defense will be without outside linebacker 
Oren Burks indefinitely. Burks said he initially 
thought he would need to undergo season-ending 
surgery to repair a pectoral muscle he injured last 
week against the Texans. Burks said a specialist de¬ 
termined that it would heal on its own. 

“I’m really hoping that Oren’s thing is going to be 
really short term and we’ll get him back here quick¬ 
er,” said Packers general manager Brian Gutekunst. 
“Right now. I’d just kind of like to get through this 
next game, kind of see where we’re at, see where 
Oren’s at.” 

Burks said he’s day to day and there is no time¬ 
table for his return. 

Notes: Rodgers and TE Jimmy Graham con¬ 
nected on a 40-yard touchdown over S Adrian Amos 
on Tuesday. The score was followed by the entire 
offense running down to the end zone to celebrate 
with Graham. “He’s a Hall-of-Fame talent, and we 
gotta get him the opportunities so that he can reach 
his potential in this offense,” Rodgers said. “And I 
think we’re going to do it based on the schemes and 
the approach in getting him in some of those posi¬ 
tions where he can be the first or second read in a 
progression.” 


Brown rejoins 
Raiders camp 

Frostbitten feet still keeping WR from practice 


By Josh Dubow 
Associated Press 

NAPA, Calif — Antonio Brown 
walked onto the Oakland Raiders 
practice field in his familiar No. 
84 jersey surrounded by cameras 
and received warm greetings 
from teammates. 

His weeklong absence to deal 
with his frostbitten feet and a 
grievance with the NFL over the 
use of a helmet has ended and 
now he’s eager to get back on the 
field as soon as he can. 

“I’m extremely grateful to be 
here,” Brown said during a short 
news conference Tuesday. “I’ve 
been dealing with a lot of adver¬ 
sity. I’m excited to be back and 
see my teammates and get in the 
groove of things.” 

Brown has not participated in 
a full practice for the Raiders 
after starting training camp on 
the non-football injury list with 
injuries to his feet that report¬ 
edly came from frostbite suf¬ 
fered while getting cryotherapy 
treatment in France. Agent Drew 
Rosenhaus called the injuries on 
Brown’s feet “brutal” and Brown 
left camp last week to meet with a 
specialist. 

Brown gave no timeline for 
when he would be healthy enough 
to practice, saying only to “stay 
tuned.” 

Coach Jon Gruden said he 
didn’t know whether Brown 
would play in an exhibition game 
but was confident he’d be healthy 
enough for the season opener 
Sept. 9 against Denver. 

“I feel a lot better working to¬ 
ward 100%,” Brown said. “It’s 
been a process with the feet. Any 
time you have a lot of blisters, 
it’s hard to change direction and 
run and do what I do naturally. 
I’ve been away getting a lot of 
work. I’m excited just to move 
forward.” 

Brown also has been battling 
with the NFL over his helmet, los¬ 
ing a grievance on Monday to use 


a version of his helmet that is no 
longer certified. 

The National Operating Com¬ 
mittee on Standards for Athletic 
Equipment sets performance and 
test standards for equipment. 
Brown’s Schutt Air Advantage hel¬ 
met is no longer allowed because 
the NFL follows the National Ath¬ 
letic Equipment Reconditioners 
Association (NAERA) rule that 
helmets 10 years old or older can¬ 
not be recertified. 

Schutt has discontinued mak¬ 
ing the helmet because current 
technology had moved past it. 

Brown sent out a Tweet offer¬ 
ing a signed Raiders helmet for 
a newer version of Brown’s pre¬ 
ferred helmet. Rosenhaus said 
they have found a newer version 
and are now waiting for it to be 
certified. 

“Hopefully we’re going to get 
this behind us soon,” Rosenhaus 
said. 

Brown has been the game’s 
most prolific receiver the past six 
years but the Raiders were able 
to acquire him from Pittsburgh 
for just a third- and fifth-round 
pick in March because of prob¬ 
lems off the field and with the 
organization. 

But the Raiders are count¬ 
ing on him being a m^or part of 
their team this season as they try 
to bounce back from a 4-12 cam¬ 
paign in Gruden’s first season 
back on the sideline in Oakland. 

Quarterback Derek Carr said 
Brown’s return brought extra life 
to the team and he believes the 
extensive time they spent togeth¬ 
er working in the offseason will 
help them get back up to speed 
quickly. 

“We’ll be ready to go Week 1. 
We have a lot of time until then,” 
Carr said. “We have so much 
time to get some game-plan plays 
down, some routes, certain cuts 
we’ll have him run. We’ll have 
plenty of time. The fact that he’s 
here is a good sign for us.” 



Eric Risberg/AP 


Antonio Brown returned to the Raiders training camp facility on 
Tuesday after missing time to see a specialist for his frostbitten feet. 
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Top draw 

QB-coach combo makes 
KC big free-agent choice 


By Dave Skretta 
Associated Press 

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. 
he Kansas City Chiefs 
needed a playmaking 
safety and signed cov¬ 
eted free agent Tyrann 
Mathieu. 

They needed help at corner- 
back and signed Bashaud Bree- 
land and Morris Claiborne. 

They had to address the pass 
rush and extended the contract of 
defensive end Frank Clark. 

That aggressive approach to 
roster turnover speaks volumes 
about the job Chiefs general 
manager Brett Veach has done 
in Kansas City. But it also speaks 


volumes to the fact that the 
Chiefs, for years a franchise that 
struggled to lure top talent on the 
open market against higher-pro¬ 
file teams, has become a destina¬ 
tion for players seeking playoff 
glory and Super Bowl rings. 

“I wanted to come to a team 
that had great talent, great core 
players,” explained Mathieu, who 
signed a $42 million, three-year 
contract in March. “Any time you 
can play for an organization that 
has a great history and obviously 
a great quarterback that’s really 
going to take this league over, 
really by storm — really this 
was a no-brainer for me and my 
family.” 

SEE DRAW ON PAGE 30 
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Colin E. Braley, above, and Charlie Riedel, left/AP 


The success quarterback Patrick Mahomes, above, enjoyed last season, when combined with innovative 
players’ coach Andy Reid, left, has made Kansas City a favorite destination for free agents. 


Acuna’s bat, arm power Braves past Mets » MLB, Page 29 
















